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The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UNDRIP) was adopted by the General Assembly on September 
13, 2007; 144 nations in favour, 4 states against (Australia, Ca- 
nada, New Zealand, and the United States; shame on them!), with 
11 abstentions (Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burundi, Colom- 
bia, Georgia, Kenya, Nigeria, Russian Federation, Samoa, and Uk- 
raine). Later, the 4 nations that voted against this declaration 
reversed their stance and now support the declaration. Keep in 
mind that ‘reversing’ an ‘against’ stance into an in ‘favour’ of 
stance does not necessarily mean that it will be implemented. Re- 
versing an ‘against’ stance is good public relations. It must be 
supported by action. 

"We will be changing our position here at the UN and remove our status as per- 
manent objector to become a full supporter," Dr. Bennett told reporters on May 9, 
{2016}. The declaration, she said, tells governments, corporations and all Canadians 
that "one must begin by meaningful engagement with indigenous people, and be able to 
understand the rights that they hold, as they begin any thoughts of a project or policies 
that affect indigenous people." (By Gloria Galloway, May 9, 2016; theglobeandmail.com: 
Canada Drops Opposition to UN Indigenous Rights Declaration). 

UNDRIP is the most all-inclusive, complete, international 
tool on the rights of indigenous peoples. It sets up and helps 
initiate a comprehensive framework of minimum standards for the 
survival, dignity, and well-being of the indigenous peoples of 


the world and it elaborates on current human rights standards and 
basic-essential freedoms as they apply to the particular situa- 
tion of indigenous peoples. As you read this book, keep in mind 
the long road ahead regarding the establishment of human rights 
for all, irrespective of gender, race, mother tongue, ethnicity, 
culture, religious affiliation, nationality, and socio-economic 
status. 

The Akuntsu (Akunt’su or Akunsu) are a very tiny Amazonian 
tribe of only 4 persons, living in Rondonia State, Brazil. Ururu, 
the eldest tribal member, died in October 2009; the youngest mem- 
ber’s death, which occurred recently, was caused by a fallen tree 
during a storm. Their land is within the Rio Omere’ Indigenous 
Territory, an area also inhabited by the Kanoe. Barring a miracu- 
lous event, the Akuntsu will likely cease to exist in the not so 
distant future. In that case, humanity will have lost another im- 
portant people. 
Akuntsu live in the rainforest, land that is legally recog- 
nized and demarcated by the Brazilian Government. However, they 
are surrounded by extensive cattle ranches and soya plantations. 
In the past, there were tribal peoples and vast rainforests in 
the area. 

The surviving Akuntsu live in 2 malocas (communal houses) 
made from straw. They are avid hunters; the main prey are agoutis 
(a long-legged burrowing rodent related to the guinea pig), wild 
boar, and tapir (a large, nocturnal hoofed animal similar in 
shape to a pig). They supplement their diet with manioc, corn, 
fish, and forest fruits. They practice shaman rituals. Flutes 
made from wood are used in dances and ritual activities. Arm- 
bands, anklet bracelets, and necklaces are worn; body paint is 
used in ceremonies. 

The Akuntsu have suffered from atrocities perpetrated by 
outsiders. Konibu, an elder male, remembers a massacre that oc- 
curred in 1985. An entire maloca was bulldozed and every single 
person who tried to flee was gunned down. In the same year, FUNAI 
(Indian Affairs Department, Brazil) found evidence of the mas- 
sacre. The victims were burned and covered with dirt by ranchers 
to conceal the crime. This is not surprising. 

Worse yet, the construction of a prominent highway (BR364) 
brought in droves of cattle ranchers, loggers, land speculators, 
and settlers. Akuntsu are extraordinarily susceptible to the dis- 
eases brought in by these groups; the introduction of alcohol has 
also had a devastating effect. Linguists in the area are despe- 
rately trying to preserve the Akuntsu language. 

“With Ururt’s [one of the tribespeople’s] death we are seeing the final stages of 
21st century genocide. Although their numbers are small, the result is just as final. Only 
when this persecution is seen as akin to slavery or apartheid will tribal peoples begin to 
be safe,” said Stephen Corry, Director of Survival International. (By Contributing Wri- 


ter, May 18, 2018; scribol.com: Akuntsu: The Tribe With Only 5 Individuals Left on 
Earth). {NOTE: The Most Recent Count is Four Individuals}. 

The Andamanese consist of the various tribes of the Andaman 
Islands, within India’s Andaman and Nicobar Islands union terri- 
tory in southeastern Bay of Bengal. These tribes are part of the 
Negrito tribal family; they are dark-skinned and are commonly 
small-framed. Previously, it was believed that these tribes were 
part of the earliest Great Coastal Migration out of Africa, via 
the Arabian Peninsula, through the coastal regions of the Indian 
mainland and in the direction of Southeast Asia, China, Austra- 
lia, Melanesia, Polynesia, Micronesia, Fiji, (excluding New Zeal- 
and). 

“... the Andaman archipelago was likely settled by modern humans from north- 
east India via the land-bridge which connected the Andaman archipelago and Myanmar 
around the Last Glacial Maximum (LGM), a scenario in well agreement with the evi- 
dence from linguistic and palaeoclimate studies.” (Wang, Hua-Wei; Mitra, Bikash; 
Chaudhuri, Tapas Kumar; Palanichamy, Malliya gounder; Kong, Qing-Peng; Zhang, Ya- 
Ping (20 March 2011). "Mitochondrial DNA evidence supports north-east Indian origin 
of the aboriginal Andamanese in the Late Paleolithic". Journal of Genetics and Geno- 
mics. 38 (3): 117-122). 

Andamanese were very talented hunter gatherers for thousands 
of years, having arrived in the Andaman Islands about 25,000 
years ago. The tribes of Andaman and Nicobar Islands include the 
Jangil, Jarawas, Nicobarese, Onges, Sentinelese, and Shompen, 
collectively known as the Great Andamanese. 

Men of the Andamanese tribes wear tapered belts or girdles 
made of fibre. Weapons are worn during hunting ventures. Women 
wear tribal dresses containing leaves supported by a belt. Body 
painting of women is a common feature. 

Hunting is the primary source of food and occupation of 
these tribes. Vegetables are also eaten, and poultry farming oc- 
curs. Foods eaten include fish, pork, crabs, monitor lizard, tur- 
tle eggs, roots, seeds, rice, tubers (a very thick underground 
part of a stem or root), octopus, molluscs, shells, and other sea 
food. 

When the British arrived in the late 1850s, there were mor 
than 5,000 Great Andamanese on the islands. Hundreds of tribal 
members were killed trying to defend themselves and their lands. 
Thousands were eradicated by epidemics of measles, and influenza, 
STDs (sexually transmitted diseases); none of these horrors exis- 
ted prior to the British arrival. The British attitude towards 
the Great Andamanese was typical of other colonizers: 

“We are in reality laying the foundation stone for civilising a people {the Great 
Andamanese} hitherto living in a perfectly barbarous state, replete with treachery, mur- 
der and every other savageness; besides which it is very desirable, even in a political 
point of view, keeping these people in our custody as hostages, for it undoubtedly se- 
cures the better behaviour of these inhospitable people towards our Settlement,” said 


Tyler, a British Colonial of the 19t* Century. (The Great Andamanese: Survival Interna- 
tional). 

Contemporary Assyrians are descendants of one of the world’s 
earliest civilizations, which traditionally included areas of 
Northern Mesopotamia (from the Greek meaning ‘between 2 rivers’), 
spanning across modern northern Iraq, Northwestern Iran, areas in 
Northeastern Syria, and Southeastern Turkey. The Assyrian Empire 
flourished between 900 and 600 BCE (before the Common Era). The 
city of Nineveh was one of the richest and most prominent capi- 
tals of the empire. 

Contemporary Assyrians speak a modern form of Mesopotamian 
Aramaic and Akkadian; official languages of the Assyrian Empire. 
Today, due to migration, many people of Assyrian descent live in 
North America, Western Europe, Australia, and elsewhere. 

Historians, and many people in general, have heard of the 
mighty Assyrian Empire. In addition to historical documentation, 
art and architecture of the Assyrians indicates a powerful em- 
pire. Iron tools allowed the Assyrians to construct incredible 
palaces from mud bricks. Each new king manifested his power by 
the construction of palaces, competing with his predecessor. The 
use of orthostatic (stone slabs placed at the base of a wall), 
was a distinct attribute of Assyrian architecture. Impressive 
colourings and decorations were used to increase the character of 
these structures. Sargon II, who ruled Assyria from 721 to 705 
BCE, built a palace at Khorsabad between 707 to 706 BCE, is an 
exemplary example of Assyrian architecture. 

Assyrians have a rich cuisine, which is fundamentally based 
on rice, meat, tomato, and potato. Boushala is a common staple; 
it is a soup that contains rice and yogurt, sometimes herbs and 
vegetables are added. Rezza Smoogqah is a plate made with chicken 
or meat, and is commonly eaten with Shirweh, a tomato-based stew. 
Masta, is home-made yogurt that can be eaten plain with bread, or 
mixed with vegetables, olive oil and/or herbs and spices. Kofta 
is a meatball stew. Tea is a common drink, with sugar and evapo- 
rated milk added. Note that during Lent, observant Christian As- 
syrians abstain from meat, dairy products, and eggs. 

The word “fast” means not eating all or certain kinds of foods. As faithful mem- 
bers of the Church of the East, we can fast at certain seasons of great importance, and 
especially each time before recieving the mystery of the body and blood of the Lord. 
Usually, fasting means limiting the number of meals and/or the type of food eaten. God 
revealed fasting to mankind as something significant and important. Fasting is not 
merely an obligation, a tradition, a habit; it is connected with the very mystery of life 
and death, of salvation and condemnation. Fasting is a spiritual exercise. It is not im- 
posed or forced upon us. In the same way that true repentance cannot be forced upon 
anyone, each of us makes the choice to turn away from our sinful ways and go toward 
our loving, Father in Heaven. (By Very Reverend Father Core Bishop Dr. George Toma, 
Saint Andrews Church, Parish Priest, March 17, 2017; news.assyrianchurch.org: FAST- 


ING AND GREAT LENT). 

There are 2-4 million Assyrians worldwide. The official lan- 
guage of the 3 main Assyrian Churches is Syriac, a dialect of 
Aramaic, the language that the Prophet Jesus (PBUH) spoke. Many 
Assyrians also speak the language/s of the region they live in. 
Assyrians want an autonomous region in Northern Iraq, a tradi- 
tional Syrian stronghold. 

The decline and eventual collapse of the Ottoman Empire 
story cannot be told without mentioning the Armenian genocide. 
Although the modern nation of Turkey is in complete-continuous 
denial of this historical fact. Sadly, another genocide occurred 
during the same period, but this atrocity is not known about or 
understood. Though it was smaller in scope than the Armenian gen- 
ocide, it was still very grand, in particular in relation to the 
proportion of the population. I am referring to the Assyrian gen- 
ocide. Within the Ottoman Empire, the Assyrian population was 
one million, with a common language, culture, and religion. 

Most lived in territories of modern day Iran, Iraq, and Tur- 
key, with significant communities near Lake Urmia in Iran, Lake 
Van, Mosul in Irag, North-western Syria, and the Eastern Ottoman 
provinces of Diyarbekir, Erzerum, and Bitlis. The Assyrians, and 
other minorities, in particular Christians, were treated as sec- 
ond-class citizens. Turkish authorities incorporated the Assyr- 
jans into other nations to prevent them from forming a united 
front. 

The military, political, and religious power was held firmly 
by the Turks, serving their own interests. As the empire contin- 
ued to decline and neared collapse, a calculated, systemic, pol- 
icy of extreme brutality and cruelty was used to hold onto power. 
This was primarily done against perceived internal enemies; it 
was easier to point their finger at the Christian minorities. 

Between August 1914 and September 1925, many horrible mas- 
sacres were carried out by the Ottomans. Regions previously po- 
pulated by Assyrians were emptied-out. At the Annual Congress of 
the Young Turks' Committee for Union and Progress (CUP) in Thes- 
salonian in 1910, the Congress' President said: 

"No reliance could be placed" upon Christians, and ... as Europe always regarded 
the affairs of Turkey through Christian spectacles every effort must be made to crush the 
propaganda of the Empire's Christian nationalities, which might attract the attention of 
European politicians... {Muslims} generally should retain their arms, and where they 
are in a minority arms should be distributed to them by the authorities... Emigration [of 
Muslims] from the Caucasus and Turkestan must be encouraged, land provided for the 
immigrants, and the Christians prevented from purchasing property... Sooner or later 
the complete Ottomanization of all Turkish subjects must be effected, but it was becom- 
ing clear that this could never be achieved by persuasion, and recourse must be had to 
force of arms." (By Nicholas El-Jeloo, Posted April 23, 2015; www.aina.org: The Assyr- 
ian Genocide: Turkey’s Wholesale Slaughter and Extermination). 


"The nations that remain from the old times in our empire are akin to foreign and 
harmful weeds that must be uprooted. To clear our land ... {of} foreign and harmful 
weeds that must be uprooted,” said Dr. Bahaettin Saker, to the 1911 Congress. (ibid). 

The Young Turks attained power through a coup d’etat on July 
24, 1908, deposing Sultan Abdul Hamid II. They were ultra-natio- 
nalistic, with a Turkish identity. Their goal was to shed away 
the Ottoman identity and replace it with a Turkish identity. 
Turks were to be highly favoured; a super-Turkish state was to be 
created. 

The awaited time to execute large-scale massacres, expul- 
sions, and other acts of brutality began with the start of the 
First World War (July 28, 1914 - November 11, 1918). The Ottoman 
Empire officially sided with Germany, which declared war against 
Russia. During the Ottoman genocide campaign Henry Morgenthau 
(1856 - 1946), the United States Ambassador to the Ottoman Em- 
pire, gave public speeches stating that the Greeks and Assyrians 
were being forced to endure the ‘same methods’ of deportation and 
‘wholesale massacre’ as the Armenians, and that 2 million had al- 
ready died. 

Morgenthau had face-to-face meetings with high-level Ottoman 
officials to reduce the ongoing atrocities therein. Not surpris- 
ingly, his protests and requests were brushed off. In addition, 
during this period, the U.S. Government had a neutrality stand, 
it did not want to enter a bloody war. From the very beginning of 
the genocidal campaign, Morgenthau was receiving reports almost 
hourly from American consuls living in different regions of the 
Ottoman Empire, detailing the slaughters and forced marches that 
were occurring. Morgenthau resigned from his post in 1916. In his 
The Murder of a Nation he wrote that he had come to see Turkey as 
‘a place of horror’. 

The genocide against the Assyrians occurred within the Otto- 
man Empire and in modern day Northern Iran. Even before the geno- 
cide, the Ottoman Empire was not a just place for some of its 
minorities, especially non-Muslims. They paid special taxes which 
was supposed to grant them full protection and exemption from 
military service. In reality, they only received the latter and 
in addition were not allowed to carry weapons, in some areas they 
were required to carry visible indicators of identity and were 
not allowed to speak their native language. 
iprespective of “Therr Sprocected status as Dhimmi “(People 
of the Book), the Assyrians were routinely persecuted by local 
leaders and Kurdish tribesmen, and massacred. The attacks and 
brutality against the Assyrians took many forms including large- 
scale massacres, shootings, bludgeoning of children, stabbing, 
individual and large-scale rapes of women, women who refused to 
be raped (resisted) could be tortured, some resisters were dis- 
membered and dumped like trash, beheading of men who were defiant 


; priests, nuns, and deacons burned and skinned alive, other vic- 
tims were drowned. There are also accounts of Ottoman officers 
owning souvenirs including ears, noses, and female body-parts. 
Below is an excerpt from a testimonial by Reverend John Eshoo, a 
survivor of the Khoi (located in modern day Iran) massacre of As- 
syrians that occurred in early 1918. Please note that this parti- 
cular massacre was carried out by Kurdish troops within the Otto- 
man Army. This particular level of cruelty and sadism during the 
Assyrian genocide was not an exception, unfortunately, it was the 
general norm. 

“These Assyrians were assembled into one caravansary, and shot to death by 
guns and revolvers. Blood literally flowed in little streams, and the entire open space 
within the caravansary became a pool of crimson liquid. The place was too small to hold 
all the living victims waiting for execution. They were brought in groups, and each new 
group was compelled to stand over the heap of the still bleeding bodies and shot to 
death. The fearful place became literally a human slaughter house, receiving its speech- 
less victims, in groups of ten and twenty at a time, for execution ...The executioners be- 
gan by cutting first the fingers of their victims, join by joint, till the two hands were en- 
tirely amputated. Then they were stretched on the ground, after the manner of the ani- 
mals that are slain in the Fast, but these with their faces turned upward, and their heads 
resting upon the stones or blocks of wood Then their throats were half cut, so as to pro- 
long their torture of dying, and while struggling in the agony of death, the victims were 
kicked and clubbed by heavy poles the murderers carried many of them, while still la- 
bouring under the pain of death, were thrown into ditches and buried before their souls 
had expired.” (wikipedia.org: Assyrian Genocide). 

Assyrians who were able to flee the carnage had no place to 
go, at least not nearby. Fleeing away without food, water, shel- 
ter, medical care, and having to face a hostile environment were 
additional horrors. Sadly, the world powers were too pre-occupied 
with the ongoings of the war, and probably wouldn’t have inter- 
vened anyway even if they could have; this is an all too often 
repeated problem in modern human history. 

“In 2007, the International Association of Genocide Scholars (IAGS) reached a 
consensus that the "Ottoman campaign against Christian minorities of the Empire be- 
tween 1914 and 1923 constituted a genocide against Armenians, Assyrians, and Pon- 
tian and Anatolian Greeks.” It "calls upon the government of Turkey to acknowledge the 
genocides against these populations, to issue a formal apology, and to take prompt and 
meaningful steps toward restitution." (December 16, 2007; web.archive.org: GENO- 
CIDE SCHOLARS ASSOCIATION OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZES ASSYRIAN, GREEK 
GENOCIDES). (NOTE: The aforementioned resolution passed with the support of over 
80 percent of IAGS members who voted. IAGS member Adam Jones drafted the resolu- 
tion. He and Thea Halo lobbied for it. Halo’s mother miraculously survived the Pontian 
Greek genocide). 

"This resolution," stated IAGS President Gregory Stanton. "is one more repudia- 
tion by the world's leading genocide scholars of the Turkish government's ninety year 
denial of the Ottoman Empire's genocides against its Christian populations, including 
Assyrians, Greeks, and Armenians,” said IAGS President Gregory Stanton.” (ibid). 


Larger targets of attack included farming villages and 

tribes; confiscation of land and property was another important 
factor. The main oppressors were Ottoman troops and Kurdish para- 
military personnel or tribesmen. However, civilians from the tar- 
getted areas also helped themselves to much booty from Assyrian 
villages. 
The initial mass slaughters occurred in Diyarbekir, under 
the command of Reshid Bey. A German Vice-Consul disclosed that in 
July 1915, Assyrians were being slaughtered in Diyarbekir Vi- 
layet. A German Consul indicated that in September 1915, that a 
massacre of adult Christians occurred in Diyarbekir, Harput Mar- 
din, and Viransehir. He also indicated that acts of extreme bru- 
tality had occurred in Urhoy. It was reported that the Assyrians 
of Faysh Khabur had been exterminated, as well as male Assyrians 
of Mardin and Sirt. The widows and orphans of the murdered appar- 
ently allowed to flee to Mosul; starvation and the harsh elements 
took their lives. 

“These atrocities {and there were to be many others} prompted the Assyrian pa- 
triarch to appeal to the Russian representative in the Caucasus, claiming that the Turk- 
ish leaders were intent on killing all Assyrians.” (Hannibal Travis. “The Assyrian Geno- 
cide: A Tale of Oblivion and Denial” in Lamarchand, Rene, 2011). 

“According to the Syrian Patriarchate, the Turkish government ordered an attack 
on the Christian villages near Mardin, which were mostly inhabited by Assyrians. The 
soldiers went beyond attacking property and killed civilians, for instance, the Assyrians 
of Kiziltepe/Tell Armen were gathered in a church and burned. In Diyarbekir, women 
and children were deported, but only a very small number reached their destinations as 
women were killed, raped or sold.” (Sebastian de Cortois. The Forgotten Genocide: East- 


ern Christians, the Last Arameans, p. 248; Georgias Pr Llc 2004). 

ISIL, which wreaked havoc and chaos on countless people in 
the region, chose the Assyrians as one of their targets. One ex- 
ample is the capturing of 2 Assyrian villages from Kurdish troops 
in Hasasakah, Syria, in February of 2015, entire residential 
areas were ransacked, houses were set-ablaze, those who could not 
escape the carnage were killed or kidnapped, as conveyed by their 
relatives in Lebanon. 

"All of my relatives have been kidnapped, and their houses and the churches in 
the area burnt ... Apart from the first day's brief phone call, we haven't been able to 
speak to them, and we know nothing. All we want is some news on them, on what is 
going on. This is all we're asking for," said Nino Youkhana to Al Jazeera. (By Nour Sama- 
ha, March 1, 2015; aljazeera.com: Syria’s Assyrians: ‘No One Helped Us’). 

Thankfully, ISIL rule in parts of Syria and Iraq was short- 
lived. They killed and brutalized Sunni and Shiite Muslims, 
Christians, Yazidis, and any other groups or individuals they 
perceived as enemies. On February 27, 2015, a meeting took place 
at the Assyrian Church in Beirut, the mood was very tense. Th 
people were fearful, anxious, and understandably frustrated. Once 
again, they felt abandoned by the international community, wor- 


ried that history was repeating itself. However, this time they 
said they were planning to do something about it. 

"We have men, we have a military council for Assyrians [in Hassakah], but no one 
is giving us weapons to defend ourselves. There is a conspiracy against us to push the in- 
digenous people off their land,” said Ibrahim Murad to Al Jazeera. (ibid). 

The Assyrians are frustrated, politicians and leaders who 
can help spurt out worthless words with no clout. Unfortunately, 
this is a commonly heard complaint from victimized peoples of the 
world. Their fears are legitimate. In August 1933, Assyrians 
were forced to flee from 63 Assyrian villages in northern Iraq 
following the Simele and other massacres carried out by the Iraqi 
government. The number of dead is estimated to be between 3,000 
and 6,000, with reports of large-scale massacres. In addition, 
women were raped, a number of people were burned alive, acts of 
humiliation occurred. Kurdish irregulars were also involved in 
the carnage. To date, neither the Iraqi government or the Kurdi- 
stan Regional Government has recognized the Simele massacre as an 
act of genocide. 

The Awa’ live in the eastern Amazon rainforest, they are one 
of the world’s most endangered tribes. They carry everything they 
own, children, weapons, food, and pets. Before the arrival of the 
Portuguese 500 years ago, tens of thousands of them lived in Mar- 
anhao State, Brazil. Today only 400 remain, 60 of which are un- 
contacted. The Awa’ speak Guaja’, a Tupi-Guarani language. Uncon- 
tacted tribes live without modern amenities, and they ar xtre- 
mely susceptible to external diseases and contagions. 

The beautiful and dense amazon rainforests that once covered 
vast areas of Northeast Brazil have all but vanished. The Awa’s 
lands have been stolen by European colonists, the logging indus- 
try, and ranchers, the latter have enslaved them. The Awa’ need 


their lands and freedom in order to survive. They live in balance 
with their environment. In the 19t? Century colonizers cleared a 
masSive amount of forest lands. In Brazil alone, there are about 


100 tribes that live in the Amazon basin, some of these tribes 
are in grave danger. 

“If you destroy the forest, you destroy us too,” said Blade Awa’. (Survival Interna- 
tional; EARTH’S MOST THREATENED TRIBE). 

In 1835, following generations of unbearable oppression, the 
tribes of Maranhao State staged a 5-year uprising against their 
European oppressors. Unfortunately, 100,000 indigenes were wiped 
out. Other enemies included smallpox, measles, and flu. The Awa’ 
were forced to live a nomadic lifestyle to evade the ongoing ex- 
terminations. For 200 years they were talented hunters and ac- 
quired the ability to build shelters in lightening speed and to 
leave them days later. 

In 1982, the Brazilian government received a $900 million 
from the World Bank and European Union, to protect indigen- 


loan 


ous lands. Nevertheless, illegal logging and the dangers posed by 
loggers continued. According to the Indigenous Missionary Council 
(CIMI)450 tribal people were murdered between 2003 and 2010. 

The Awa’ take in animals as family members, women breast 
feed the young ones. Every family has several wild animals as 
pets, including agoutis (large rodents), parakeets, wild boars, 
squirrels, and monkeys, the latter being their favourite. Some of 
the animals help them do daily chores including nut-cracking, ac- 
quiring fruits from high trees, and guarding them while they’re 
asleep. If they let a family animal free and they see it in the 
forest it will not be hunted, it is a hanima (part of their fa- 
mily) 


“I SPEND A LONG TIME BREASTFEEDING the baby monkeys ... And when they 
have grown they go back to the forest to live. I hear the howler monkey that used to be 
my pet, singing there in the forest,” said Parakeet, an Awa’ woman. (ibid). 

The forest provides a variety of food, capybara and harpy 

eagle are prohibited; bats, large opossums, and hummingbirds are 
considered repulsive. Other animals are hunted in specific times 
of the year, it aids conservation. The Awa live in extended fa- 
mily groups that engage in the gathering of nuts and berries. 
Hunting ventures can last up to several weeks. 
In late 2011, Brazilian loggers tied an 8 year-old girl Awa’ 
girl to a tree and burned her alive after she accidentally wan- 
dered out of her village and then entered a government-protected 
area in Maranhao State. Members of another tribe witnessed this 
monstrous act. 

Historically, the Brazilian Government has not done its 
share to protect its indigenous peoples, and at times has been 
complicit in their persecution. As conveyed by Luis Carlos Guaja- 
jaras, a local Indian leader from another tribe, to Brazil’s Ter- 
ra website: 

“It happened deep in the forest. The loggers were doing business with the Guaja- 
jara Indians and found the Gwaja girl. And they burned the child. Just because they 
wanted to, out of nothing but pure wickedness. She was from another tribe, they live 
deep in the jungle, and have no contact with the outside world. It would have been the 
first time she had ever seen white men. We heard that they laughed as they burned her 
to death.” (By Matt Roper, January 8, 2012; dailymail.co.uk: Brazilian loggers ‘tied 
eight-year-old Amazonian tribe girl to a tree and burned her alive’). 

The Ayoreo (Ayoreod) live in the Gran Chaco, a largely unin- 
habited, arid subtropical area of low forests and savannas cros- 
sed by 2 rivers and hardly any roads or rail lines. There are 
around 5,500 living in Paraguay and Bolivia. Of the various sub- 
groups of Ayoreo the Totobiegosode (humans from the place of the 
wild pigs) are the most isolated. The tribe were traditionally 
nomadic hunter-gatherers, later, most were sedentarized (a tran- 
Ssitioning process in which a nomadic population becomes seden- 
tary, taking long-term or permanent residence. In this particular 
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case, it was done by force). They speak the Ayoreo language. 

The Totobiegosode live in small groups. They plant squash, 
beans, and melons, and hunt in the forest. Large tortoises and 
wild boar, and honey are delicacies. Communal houses contain 4 or 
5 families. Houses are supported by small branches and dried mud. 
Indoor sleep occurs when it rains. 

Ayoreo who live in settled communities inhabit single family 
huts. Those whose lands have been confiscated must survive by 
working as cheap, often-times exploited cattle ranch workers; a 
terrible humiliation and insult. The evangelical New Tribes Mis- 
Sion attempts to curb the practice of traditional rituals. The 
idea is to ‘civilize’ and ‘Christianize’ them; take the Indian 
out of the Indian, and to isolate and pacify them; cheap labour 
for the colonizers is a bonus. Some Ayoreo within the Chaco whose 
lands were sold away are desperately trying get back at least 
some of their lands, and to hang on to their way of life. 

“This is all our territory ... The white men tried to take it from us, but we’re here 
again now. When we first came back, I enjoyed exploring that part of the land, But I 
don’t go any more. I don’t want to get shot!” said Unine Cutamoraja, an Ayoreo in his 
50s who was a young boy when he left the forest to live with the missionaries. (By Toby 
Stirling Hill, January 25, 2016; theguardian.com: Disappearing world: Paraguay's Ayor- 
eo people fight devastating land sales). 

“The evangelists told them that the end of the world was close, that the forest 
would soon be destroyed, and that they could survive only by moving to the missionary 
settlements. As the years passed, Ayoreo elders grew restless in the confined space of 
the settlements. They travelled to see what had become of their old territory. And they 
found that the missionaries had lied.” (ibid). 

Since the late 1960s many Ayoreo have been forced to leave 
the forest, but some chose to hide from outsiders. The first sus- 
tained contact with white people was in the 1940s and 1950s; Men- 
nonite farmers built colonies on their land. The Ayoreo tried to 
oppose this colonization, resulting in death on both sides. 

In 1979 and 1986 the American Fundamentalist New Tribes Mis- 
sion helped to form manhunts, in which many Totobiegosode were 
forcefully removed from the forest; a number of Totobiegosode 
died during these encounters, additional deaths occurred due to 
disease. Other missionary groups included Catholic, Evangelical, 
and Mennonite. In the late 1990s and early 2000s other Totobiego- 
sode groups were forced to leave the forest due to land inva- 
sions, causing them to abandon their homes regularly, making life 
very difficult. 

Today, the biggest threat to the Totobiegosode is Yaguarite 
Pora’. This Brazilian firm ‘owns’ 78,000 hectares of land within 
their territory. The firm plans to bulldoze most of the area to 
establish cattle ranching... Note that a 2013 University of Mary- 
land study found that Paraguayan Chaco has the fastest rate of 
deforestation in the world. Nearly all Ayoreo ancestral lands are 


owned by non-Indians, who hire workers to extract timber from the 
forest and then switch to cattle ranching. For isolated Amazonian 
rainforest Indians the sound of chainsaws, bulldozers, and the 
voices of non-Indians are clear indications of upcoming danger. 

The Batak People (Philippines) are one of around 140 indi- 
genous peoples in the Philippines. They live mainly in the north- 
ern part of the island of Palawan. The word Batak means ‘people 
of the mountains’. Although they are people of the mountains to- 
day they are settled along the coastline and river valleys North- 
east of Puerto Princesa (Cuyonon), the capital of Palawan. They 
are believed to have been the first wave of people who traversed 
the land bridges connecting the Philippine Islands to mainland 
China, 50,000 years ago. 

The Batak is the smallest of the Palawan tribes. Unfortu- 
nately, their population is declining at a steady rate. At the 
turn of the 20° Century there was an estimated 600 Batak, drop- 
ping to 400 by the 1970s; today there are only 300 remaining. 

Batak are small in stature, dark complexioned, short, with 
kinky hair. They are a negrito tribe. They speak Batak or Bina- 
tak, Tagbanwa, and Cuyunon. They are generally introverted, 
quiet, non-violent, and many of their women are topless. The Ba- 
tak belief system is animism, a belief that plants, animals, and 
other inanimate objects are alive. Polygamy was a practice of the 
past, the strongest man in the tribe acquired the most number of 
wives and children. But following the introduction of Christian- 
ity, monogamy has become the norm. Women earn income by making 
woven articles, flower pots, and necklaces. 

The Tarek Festival is celebrated every third week in January 
in Palawan to manifest the Batak’s traditional dances, woven 
clothing, and other accessories. Tarek is a ritual performed be- 
fore planting. A male babaylan (shaman) liaise to placate the 
spirits by music and dance in ceremonial activities. Before the 
dance, food and animal sacrifices are set on the altar as an of- 
fering to ask the targetted spirit for plentiful harvest. 

Large-scale land loss, forced relocations, logging, a gov- 
ernment ban on shifting agriculture, government ‘protected 
areas’, settlers, introduced diseases, malnourishment, high in- 
fant mortality, low birth rates, poor literacy and lack of tea- 
chers, exogamy (marrying outside of the tribe, resulting in a po- 
pulation decline of full-blooded Batak), and the gradual oblit- 
eration of their culture are devastating threats. 

In 1956, the first road was built through Batak land, re- 
sulting in the entry of large numbers of settlers to the area. 
The Batak were forced to leave, moving to the less fertile hills. 
In the late 1960s the government attempted to sedentarize them, 
with terrible consequences. In the 1970s, the appetite for forest 
products grew. The Batak entered deeper into the cash economy, 
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resulting in debt. 

During the 1980s logging companies occupied and seized more 
Batak territory swelling vast tracts of kauri trees. These trees 
were an important lifeline for the Batak; the valuable resin was 
sold and used as a tarnish. Although the Philippines Government 
passed an indigenous Peoples’ Rights Act, it was hardly enforced. 
Nonetheless, in 1994 the Philippines Government outlawed the Ba- 
tak peoples’ farming methods. In order to survive, they had to 
gather and sell from the dwindling forest products. 

The Bedouin (Bedu) are nomadic Arabs living in the deserts 
of the Arabian Peninsula, the Levant, and North Africa. The term 
‘Bedouin’ is derived from the Arabic word ‘Badawi’, meaning de- 
sert inhabitants. They are composed of clans or tribes, sometimes 
with extraordinary attachments and identity. Most Bedouin herd 
goats and camels; horses and donkeys are also used but to a much 
lesser extent. Some Bedouin tribes own dogs, which are considered 
‘Najasa’ (unsanitary or filthy) by Islamic and Arab tradition. 
The modern world has spread its tentacles far and wide, 
reaching many Bedouin who have given up their traditional life- 
style for that of city and town life. Music, poetry, clan and 
tribe identity often follows them. There are an estimated 4 mil- 
lion Bedouin worldwide. Most live in Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, Is- 
rael, Jordan, Palestine, Saudi Arabia and other Gulf States. They 
do not have as much power as in the past. Bedouin originated in 
modern day Saudi Arabia, they migrated in search of food, water, 
and better pastures. 

The Bedouin of North Africa and the Middle East are talented 
herders, especially of goats and dromedary camels (also called 


the Arabian or Somali camel). The dromedary is a massive, single- 
humped, even-toed ungulate. It’s the largest of the 3 species of 
camel. Goats and camels are the lifeline of traditional Bedouin, 
supplying meat, dairy products, and wool. For Bedouin, the camel 


is a mercy and gift from GOD. The Arabic word for beauty is ‘Ja- 
mal’, it is derived from the Arabic word ‘Jml’ which means camel. 
In the past, the vast deserts were dangerous places to tra- 
vel unprotected. Some Bedouin tribes were notorious for being 
bandits, they raided caravans and communities in search of food, 
animals, and other booty. This practice has virtually disap- 
peared. Today, if anyone is a victim it is the Bedouin, the for- 
ces of the outside world are considerably more powerful, greedy, 
organized, and ruthless. 

Marriage between close relatives, especially cousins was 
traditionally common. It was not unusual for 3 generations of a 
family to inhabit a single unit. The Bedouin-Arabs of Palestine- 
Israel are an indigenous people, most were internally disposses- 
sed from the lands that they had owned for centuries-on-end. 
Seizure of Bedouin lands was done through the enacting of laws 


13 


passed by the Israeli Knesset (Parliament), the legal system, and 
a variety of administrative actions. 

Today, the 190,000 Palestinian Bedouin living in the Nagab 
(Negev) are the most deprived and destitute citizens of Israel. 
They are crying out for their land ownership rights, equality, 
acceptance, and their traditions. Because of the dismal media 
coverage and outright blatant dishonest information spread by 
governments, there are many myths and fallacies about the Bedouin 
people. Below are 8 myths and fallacies regarding the Nagab Bed- 
ouin people: 


1. THE ARAB BEDOUIN ARE NOT INDIGENOUS PEOPLE: Historians recog- 
nize that the Arab Bedouin have lived in the Nagab since the 7% 
century and were the only inhabitants there until the mid-20 
century. In 2011, James Anaya, the UN Special Rapporteur on the 
rights of indigenous peoples, came to the conclusion that the 
Arab Bedouin, a community with a long-established standing 
throughout a geographic area with a link to lands and a preserva- 
tion of cultural traditions that are separate from those of ma- 
jority populations, have the right to international protection as 
an indigenous people. The Arab Bedouin have organized in communi- 
ties since the 16t® century, they were mostly sedentary and se- 
cured by the 19t® century. These settlements and long-existing 
villages are not recognized by the State of Israel. 


2. THE ARAB BEDOUIN ARE CLAIMING ALL OF THE LAND OF THE NAQAB: In 
1969, Israel instituted a process by which citizens could regis- 
ter declarations of land ownership claims with the state. The Pa- 
lestinian Bedouin were accorded Israeli citizenship in 1954. Be- 
tween 1970 and 1979, the Arab Bedouin presented 3,221 land owner- 
ship claims, equalling an area of 971,000 dunums (242,750 acres). 
Today, the Bedouin comprise 30 percent of the Nagab population, 
and are justifiably declaring 600,000 dunums (200,000 acres), 
which is less than 5 percent of the Nagqab. This is far too much 
for the Israeli Government and settlers to accept. 


3. THE BEDOUIN CULTURE IS ENTRENCHED IN CRIME/CRIMINALS: The 7 
government-organized Bedouin townships, the most destitute in Is- 
rael, do have some of the highest crime rates in the nation. Even 
so, these high crime rates must be recognized within the special 
circumstances of the concentration of destitution, imposed urba- 
nization, and dismal state investment. Below are some relevant 
figures: 

° 67.2% of Palestinian Bedouin families in Israel live in poverty 

¢ 20.5% of all families in Israel The school drop-out rate for Arab Bedouin chil- 

dren in unrecognized villages is 70%. 
e State expenditure per capita on social welfare is 30% lower for Arab localities 
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than for Jewish localities. (By Pamela Dimitrova/Arab America Contributing 
Writer, December 4, 2019; arabamerica.com: The Bedouin of the Naqab: 
Myths and Misconceptions). 


4. THE BEDOUIN LIVE IN DISPERSED, UNDEFINED SETTLEMENTS; IT IS 
QUITE IMPLAUSIBLE TO LINK SETTLEMENTS TO INFRASTRUCTURE: Nearly 
50 percent of the Bedouin community in the Naqab reside in 45 
permanent and identified villages, no less than 10 of which are 
in the ‘course of recognition’ by the State. The aforementioned 
45 villages were set up prior to the establishment of the State 
of Israel or were established in the 1950s by directive of the 
military government that packed the Bedouin into the controlled 
‘Siyag’ area in the northern Nagab. Hypocritically and expected, 
in 2010, the Knesset retroactively legalized about 60 settle- 
ments, all except one of which were Jewish owned. The lone non- 
Jewish settlement is likely on borrowed time. These settlements 
have access basic services and are usually located near the ‘un- 
recognized’ Bedouin villages. It is not a matter of inability, 
but a matter of superpower-supported apartheid, ‘separate and un- 
equal’. 


5. THE BEDOUIN DO NOT HAVE A SOLUTION FOR THEIR COMMUNITY: His- 
torically, every governing authority in the Nagab, not including 
the Israeli Government, acknowledged the Arab Bedouin traditional 
land ownership system as the acceptable framework for Bedouin 
settlement. Furthermore, in 2011, the Regional Council for Unrec- 
ognized Villages, Bimkom and Sidrah, issued an ‘Alternative Plan’ 
for the unrecognized villages, offering to recognize villages and 
traditional land ownership. The plan provides a model of sustain- 
abl development of the Nagab, premised on the principles of 
equality and respect of human rights. 


6. THE BEDOUIN UNDER ISRAELI RULE ARE OFFERED ‘FREE’ LAND IN GOV- 
ERNMENT-PLANNED TOWNS, BUT MANY REFUSE TO LIVE IN THEM: The first 
government-arranged town of Tel Shiva was created in 1969, six 
more townships were created over the next 30 years. The internal- 
ly displaced Bedouin (those who were coerced into leaving their 
ancestral land and take up residence in the Siyag area) comprise 
85 percent of the population in the destitute government orga- 
nized towns. Most of the Bedouin who were not displaced from 
their ancestral land have stayed put, even though the State of 
Israel intentionally deprives them of access to basic services. 
This policy is used as a weapon to induce the Bedouin to move to 
the so-called free land in the recognized towns. The word ‘free’ 
in this context is an outright lie. The ‘fr land’ is claimed by 
other Bedouin. In addition, the rule is, ‘no free land in the 
townships’ unless all ancestral land claims are renounced. 
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Today, the Bedouin people in the West Bank are originally 
from the Nagab Desert, where they lived there before the brutal 
1948 ethnic cleansing campaigns. These Bedouin belonged to a body 
of tribes with common a history and lineage, who followed a 
strict tribal system that had rules set up among the leaders. 
Their lives were well-adapted to the tough conditions of the de- 
sert. They had values, customs, codes of conduct, and means of 
earning a living, some of the aforementioned qualities are still 
retained today. 

Between 1948 and 1951, many Bedouin tribes were forced to 
evacuate the Nagab Desert and take residence in the West Bank. 
The massive expulsions wreaked havoc on the Bedouin lifestyle and 
severely curtailed their freedom of movement. In 1967, the Bed- 
ouin people were again forced to become refugees; they took resi- 
dence in rural areas of Bethlehem, Jericho, Jerusalem, Hebron, 
and the Jordan Valley. The brutal occupation of these areas by 
Israel once again severely curtailed the freedom of movement of 
the Bedouin, and seriously altered their traditional lifestyle. 
The former goat-tent designs were now replaced by metallic-based 
shelters, in filthy cramped camps, that didn’t have running wa- 
ter, sewer system, or electricity. 

Most of the Bedouin live in Israeli-controlled ‘Area C’. The 
Bedouin people therein have Palestinian identity cards. Bedouin 
populations frequently face eviction orders issued by the Israeli 
authorities. They also face shelter destruction. As a result of 
harsh restrictions caused by closed military areas, the Apartheid 
Wall, and the numerous Israeli settlements, it is very difficult 
for Bedouin to have proper access to water resources and grazing 
lands. The water problem is having an adverse effect on livestock 
farming. By October 2019, the village of Al-Aragqib had been 
demolished more than 160 times in less than a decade! In August 
2019, an Israeli court approved the state billing of 6 local vil- 
lagers an amount equivalent to $370,000 for the multiple demoli- 
tions. Keep in mind that for the typical Bedouin this is an as- 
tronomical amount of money. 

In January 2019, Uri Ariel, Israel’s Minister of Agriculture 
and Development of the Negev developed a massive plan to expel an 
estimated 36,000 Bedouin Palestinians from their unrecognized 
villages, as stated by the Israel Today Hebrew Newspaper. 

“Israel uses benign terms to hide the true nature of its plans to evict tens of thou- 
sands of indigenous Bedouin from their homes, many of whom have been uprooted at 
least once before. The reality is that this is part of Israel’s overarching, 70-year-long eth- 
nic cleansing project to create a Jewish state.” (By Sayah Abu-Madhim, October 19, 
2019; israelpalestinenews.org: Cleansing the Negev: Israel Plans to Evict “Tens of Thou- 
sands” of Palestinian Bedouin). 

The Bidoon or Bidun (Bidun; in Arabic it means without na- 
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tionality, country, homeland), are a stateless Arab people in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (all Arab countries of the Persian Gulf 
except Iraq); especially Iraq, Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia. The word 
‘Bidoon’ entails being treated as foreigners, illegal immigrants, 
illegal settlers, filthy poor, the other, unwanted and unwelcome. 

In Kuwait, the Bidoon were not counted as citizens when the 
country gained its independence or for the short period there- 
after. This group of Bidoon have no legal or true connection to 
any country other than Kuwait. Because they are stateless, it is 
difficult for Bidoon to receive civil documents, find work, re- 
ceive adequate healthcare, education, and other vital services. 
These services are usually satisfactory or plentiful to Kuwait 
citizens. As such, destitution and deprivation are common among 
Bidoon; they’re forced to work in menial, humiliating jobs, under 
the table, and likely to be cheated and abused. There is an esti- 
mated 500,000 Bidoon throughout the Gulf States. 

Most Bidoon trace their origin to nomadic tribes of the Ara- 
bian Peninsula who were already residing in Kuwait when the coun- 
try gained its independence in 1961. The procedure for deciding 
eligibility for citizenship, as set forth by the 1959 nationality 
law, highly favoured Kuwait’s urban residents and those with 
close ties to powerful tribes or families (in other words, con- 
nections). 

Unfortunately, many tribal groups failed to register as ci- 
tizens when the law passed because they didn’t know of, or com- 
prehend what the law entailed. This new concept of nationalism, 
nationality, citizenship, and passports was a colonialist strat- 
egy to divide and conquer peoples. The aforementioned concepts 
were simply alien to the Bedouin, Bidoon, and many others. Alle- 
giance was tribal, with tribal elders anda likely sheikh who was 
trusted, respected, and obeyed. Nation-states did not exist in 
their minds. Nearly one-third of Kuwait’s residents were not 
granted citizenship. Officially, they were deemed as ‘Bidoon jin- 


Siya’ (without nationality, passport). Even the Palestinian refu- 
gees can say ‘I am a Palestinian’. 
A second, smaller group of Bidoon, who previously lived in 


Irag, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and Syria enlisted in the Kuwaiti 
military and police forces in the 1960s and 1970s. The newborn 
Kuwaiti state had a very difficult time trying to find citizen 
recruits. Later on, the Kuwaiti government decided that they 
could not readily admit that they had hired foreign recruits, so 
they decided to label them as Bidoon. Many Bidoon under this 
classification left Kuwait following the Gulf War. 

“Categorized as “illegal” residents, Kuwait’s stateless population (called “Bi- 
doon”) are denied citizenship, despite many of them having been born in Kuwait. While 
Kuwaiti citizens receive financial and social benefits from the wealthy state, Bidoon are 
denied even basic social services by virtue of their lack of citizenship.” (By Helal Aljam- 
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ra, April 6, 2019; insidearabia.com: Bidoon in Kuwait: Living Without a State). 

Kuwait, a country with a small population of citizens and 
one of the richest countries in the world, continues to discrimi- 
nate against 10 percent of an estimated population of 4.5 Kuwaiti 
citizens. The legal definition of a stateless person is ‘a person 
who is not considered a national by any State under the operation 
of its law.’ A Bidoon who is born in Kuwait and spends decades 
therein, without leaving the country, may not even by able to ob- 
tain a legal birth or death certificate. 

The early foundation of this tiny wealthy state occurred in 
1756, When Sabah I bin Jaber became the first Amir of Kuwait. 
During this period the area later known as ‘Kuwait’ was a self- 
sufficient nation that had an independent trade community. 

The Kuwaiti government and authorities ‘believe’ that many 
Bidoon have deliberately erased all evidence of having legal ties 
to another country, in order to get acquire the generous social 
benefits Kuwaiti citizens receive from their government. When the 
British protectorate ceased in 1961, British authorities gave Bi- 
doon citizenship applications to Kuwaiti authorities for proces- 
Sing. To date, only 3 percent of Bidoon have been granted citi- 
zenship. 

One of the root problems of this ordeal is in citizenship. 
The Kuwaiti constitution stipulates that citizenship is defined 
by law. This law was established in 1959, 2 years before Kuwait 
officially gained its independence from Britain. The Nationality 
Act of 1959 is straightforward in its discriminatory aspects. 
‘Original Kuwaitis’ who can prove residential ties to the land 
prior to 1920, when the major Battle of Jahra against Saudi at- 
tempted expansion occurred between the 2 peoples. ‘Naturalized 
citizens’ can acquire the right to vote following a 30-year resi- 
dence in Kuwait. 

The Kuwaiti government previously stated that it would nat- 
uralize Bidoon residents. Following Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, 
Kuwaiti Defence Minister Ali Sabah Al-Salem assured Kuwaiti citi- 
zenship to Bidoon who took part in the fighting against the Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait, as conveyed by a statement published by 
Agence France-Presse on July 5, 1991. But as expected, the gov- 
ernment went back on its word; it was a nice ploy. Applications 
had to go through a complicated procedure to prove participation 
in the resistance, including bringing forth witnesses and proving 
personal connections, as stated by the associate director of Hu- 
man Rights Watch (HRW). 

Bidoon men who were killed while defending Kuwait had ‘sec- 
ond class’ citizenship granted to their children. Female defen- 
ders who died had nothing granted to their offspring. Kuwaiti law 
stipulates that women cannot pass on nationality to their chil- 
dren. This is the case in a number of other countries throughout 
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the Middle East and North Africa. 

Bidoon have protested against government policies. The re- 
sponse of the Kuwaiti authorities is to crush any public pro- 
tests. The situation ignited following the September 2017 attemp- 
ted suicide of a Bidoon man who’d had it with the persecution he 
and his people had to endure; he set himself on fire. 

“In 2012, new protests were organized, notably in Jahra and Sulaibiya, where 
most of Kuwait’s Bidoon today live. The government persists with new warning state- 
ments and more excessive use of force, promising punishments and jail sentences to all 
protesters.” (By Maya Savic, October 4, 2012; unitedexplanations.org: KUWAIT’S STA- 
TELESS AND REPRESSED: THE STORY OF THE BIDOON). 

In 1972, Federal Law Number 17 of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) specified that citizenship would be accorded to individuals 
who had resided in the UAE since 1925. Individuals who resided in 
the UAE since 1940 could not apply for 20 years. Individuals from 
Bahrain, Oman, or Qatar were permitted to apply after 3 years. 
Individuals from other Arab countries had to wait 10 years. More- 
over, citizenship could be awarded under special circumstances. 

In the 1990s, the Ministry of Interior was granted responsi- 
bility for the kafala sponsorship system. It had previously been 
the responsibility of the Ministry of Labour. This meant that re- 
sidency had earlier been a demographic issue, but was now a se- 
curity issue. In 2008, the UAE, Kuwait, and Comoros Islands gov- 
ernments agreed to grant Comoros citizenship to nearly 4,000 Bed- 
oun. The island nation is very poor. It was basically a bribe in 


the form of investments; the 2 Gulf nations were trying to get 
rid of Bidoon. 

Badr Al-Shammary’s situation is like that of many other Bi- 
doon. He is born in a particular country, considers it his, and 


has allegiance to no other country. Yet still, he has to endure 
being treated as an inferior, unwanted, outsider-trespasser. His 
being a Muslim and Arab, and birthplace mean little to nothing 
in the eyes of the authorities. In 2014, it had been 25 years 
Since he applied for citizenship in Saudi Arabia. 

“I am from this country! I was born here and here I will be buried ... Our salaries 
are very low. My salary, for example, does not exceed {Saudi Riyal} 2,000 a month ina 
private company. We even struggle with health insurance and being admitted to a hospi- 
tal. Our problem prevents us from moving away from Hafr Al-Batin to other cities in the 
Kingdom or even performing Haj and Umrah ... My own marriage was not recognized 
from a legal standpoint and was done communally.” (Saudi Gazette, Last Updated May 
20, 2020; englishalarabiya.net: The ‘Bidoon’ of Saudi Arabia: Generations of discrimina- 
tion 


The Cahuila are Native American Indians. They are Takic peo- 
ples who arrived in southern California between 2,000 - 2,500 
years ago. They speak an Uto-Aztecan language which is dying out. 
A 1990 census indicated that there are about 3 dozen native 
speakers within a population of 800 tribes-people. 
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Traditionally, the Cahuila were peaceful hunter gatherers 
living in mountains and deserts. They lived and travelled over a 
vast area including all of the San Bernardino basin, the San Ja- 
cinto Mountains, the Coachella Valley, and in area of the Mohave 
Desert. They lived in tight-knit clans (wildcat or Coyote) num- 
bering up to 800 persons, each group controlled its own terri- 
tory. Cahuila lived off the land, especially the native plants. 
They used large baskets to store acorns, a variety of beans, 
seeds, dried fruits, and other foods. 

The Cahuila believed in 2 creator that gods were twin broth- 
ers, Mukat and Temayawet, they fought over who was older. Cahuila 
believed that each person has a tewlavelem (soul spirit) that is 
present even after death, in the land of the dead. This place 
contains many soul spirits, it is located somewhere in the east. 
The first contact with Europeans occurred in 1774; Juan Ba- 
tista de Anza (July 1736 - December 19, 1788; of Basque descent, 
an expeditionary leader, military officer, and politician) was 
searching for a trade route between Sonora and Monterey in Alta 
California (Upper California, New California; it was a province 
of New Spain established in 1804). For the time being, the Cahui- 
la were lucky, they lived deep inland and had minimal contact 
with Spanish soldiers, priests, or missionaries. 

Initial contact with Anglo Americans occurred in the 1840s. 
Serious problems began the following decade when hoards of Eur- 
opean Americans rushed to the area as a result of the California 
Gold Rush. The period just before, during, and after the gold 
rush was a catastrophe for California’s Indians. It include 
countless massacres, introduced diseases, physical brutality, 
rape, humiliation, destruction of culture, racism and prejudice, 
discrimination, land and property thefts, expulsions, reserva- 
tions, unwarranted arrests and incarcerations, kidnapping and 
kidnapping raids, child separations, indentured servitude (hiring 
out) and slavery. The California Government needed a Final Solu- 
tion to the ‘Indian Problem’. There was no room for peace or 
equality until Manifest Destiny was completed. Peter Hardenman 
Burnett, California’s first governor, had a typical widespread 
attitude towards California’s Indians; they were lazy, savage, 
and dangerous. 

Governor Burnett said, “That a war of extermination will continue to be waged 
between the races until the Indian race becomes extinct must be expected ... While we 
cannot anticipate this result but with painful regret, the inevitable destiny of the race is 
beyond the power or wisdom of man to avert.” (By Erin Blakemore, Updated July 1, 
2019; history.com: California’s Little-Known Genocide). 

“Whites are becoming impressed with the belief that it will be absolutely neces- 
sary to exterminate the savages before they can labour much longer in the mines with 
security,” wrote the Daily Alta California in 1849. (ibid). 

The Cahuilla Band of Indians (CBI) uses its authority as a 
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sovereign nation to improve the welfare of its community members 
and subsequent generations. The Tribal Government is made up of 
General Council and an elected 5 Member Tribal Council who repre- 
sents Tribal affairs. The CBI has been a federally recognized In- 
dian Tribe since 1875 by executive order of the United States 
Government. The CBI exercises its inherent right to self-govern- 
ment. 

The Crimean Tatars (Tartar; the ‘r’ before the second ‘t’ 
indicates the western form of spelling) are a Turkic-speaking 
ethnic group and nation, mainly located in west-central Russia, 
Kazakhstan, western Siberia, and former Soviet Republics. Initi- 
ally, the designation ‘Tartars’ referred to people who traced 
their origins to the huge Central and Northern Asian region then 
referred to as Tartary. The term metamorphosed, today it refers 
to one of the groups of speakers of the Turkic language. 

The word Tatars was first used among nomadic tribes in 
Northeastern Mongolia and near Lake Baikal from the 5 century 
CE. Unlike the Mongols these people spoke a Turkic language. Some 
of these groups were incorporated into the armies of Genghis 
Khan (1162 - 1227) in the early 13% century. 

The Volga Tatars number about 1.5 million, comprising over 
50 percent of the population of the Republic of Tatarstan. There 
are an estimated 7 million Tatars worldwide, 5 million of which 
live in Russia. Volga Tatars are the most industrially talented 
and wealthiest Tatar group. Their language contains several dia- 
lects; many also speak Russian. 

There are more than 650,000 Crimean Tatars. They became a 
nation during the period of the Crimean Khanate, a Turkic-speak- 
ing Islamic State. Islam made its way into the region in the 14% 
century. Crimea became a hub of Islamic civilization. 

Modern Tatars are Sunni Muslims, many follow the Hanafi tra- 
dition. At the time of the Russian conquest there were many Mos- 
ques, over 2 dozen Madrassas (theological schools), around 3 doz- 
en Madrassa Ibtida’iyahs (primary schools), strewn across the 
region. 

On May 18, 2020, Crimean Tatars and the nation of Ukraine 
marked the 76° anniversary of Joseph Stalin’s horrific deporta- 
tion of over 200,000 Crimean Tatars from their homeland; the area 
was ethnically cleansed. Officially, May 18 is the Day of Remem- 
brance of Exile and Deportation of the Crimean People. Many thou- 
sands of Crimean Tatars died in exile in Central Asia, only a 
small number returned when the Soviet Union collapsed. A severe 
inadequacy of housing, shelter and food, severe climatic condi- 
tions, and the rapid spread of diseases wreaked havoc on them 
during their first years in exile. 

Based on surveys conducted by Crimean Tatar activists, 
109,956 (46.2%) Crimean Tatars of the 238,500 deportees died of 
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starvation and disease between July 1, 1944 and January 1, 1947. 
In May 1944, Lavrentiy Beria (March 29 {March 17 Old Style}, 1899 
- December 23, 1953), the monstrous chief of the NKVD (Soviet Un- 
ion, the government’s secret police organization {1934 - 1946}), 
put forward the idea to Stalin that the Crimean Tatars should be 
expelled for their ‘traitorous collaboration’ during the Nazi oc- 
cupation of Crimea. Naturally, it was a baseless statement. Sta- 
lin agreed with Beria, issuing GKO Order No. 5859ss, promptly de- 
porting the Crimean Tatars from their homeland and resettling 
them ‘permanently as special settlers’ in the territories of the 
Uzbek Soviet Socialist Republic (SSR). 

The deportation was lightning fast and ruthless, taking 3 
days, from May 18-20, 1944. Living up to their reputation, NKVD 
agents relentlessly and meticulously went house-to-house dragging 
Crimean Tatars at gunpoint and forcing them to board cattle 
trains that would send them to far-off locations in the Uzbek 
SSR. Families were permitted to take up to 500 kg (1,100 lbs.) of 
their belongings. Note that it was common practice for NKVD 
agents to confiscate the property of their victims. On June 27- 
28, 1944, a subseguent wave of deportation and resettlement of 
Crimean Tatars was performed during the deportation of Armenians, 
Bulgarians, and Greeks. 
It took Perestroika (the government policy of economic and 
governmental reform) and Mikhail Gorbachev’s (March 2, 1931 - ) 
rise to power in the mid to late 1980s that the situation began 
to improve. Surviving Crimean Tatars began to return to the pe- 
ninsula where they lived in relative peace. All of that was shat- 
tered in February 2014. Russian forces illegally occupied the 
Crimea. It was nothing short of a land grab. Sadly, the Crimean 
Tatars can no longer live on the peninsula in relative peace. 

President of Russia Vladimir Putin (October 7, 1952 - ) and 
the Russian government are strengthening their illegal occupation 
and annexation of Crimea by cleansing the territory of the Crim- 
ean Tatars who are the indigenous inhabitants of the territory. 

"It's very likely that tomorrow, Crimean Tatars will be declared the most terrible 

criminals, and this will be the pretext for a new genocide," said Mejlis {Council} leader 
Zair Smedlyaez in an interview with Al Jazeera. (By CJ Werleman, September 2, 2018; 
middleeasteye.net: How Russia is Trying to Erase Tatar Muslims). 
The Mejlis was set up in 1991, following the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, as an avenue to voice Tatars’ affairs and com- 
plaints to the Ukrainian government, the Crimean provincial gov- 
ernment, and international institutions. When Russia ‘legalized’ 
its illegal occupation of Crimea in 2014, the Mejlis remained 
neutral in fear of another Stalin-like action. 

But when Tatar Muslims refused to comply with the occupying 
Russian-Crimean authorities, the Kremlin, as expected, accused 
the Mejlis of being an ‘Islamic extremist’ institution, designat- 
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ing them as ‘separatists’ and ‘terrorists’, followed by a series 
of arbitrary laws prohibiting public gatherings of Tatar Muslims, 
and targetting their religious books. 

Russian politicians openly acknowledge their intent to eth- 
nically cleanse Crimea of 250,000 Muslims; referred to as ‘de- 
Turkification’. Some politicians are advocating a name change 
from Crimea to ‘Tavrida’. No wonder, in 2017, the United Nations 
Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine issued its first re- 
port on the human rights state of affairs in Crimea, clearly in- 
dicating that the human rights situation has seriously worsened 
under Russian occupation. 

As reported by Human Rights Watch (HRW), the Russian Federal 
Security Service (FSB) is organizing routine home raids of Tatar 
Muslims who speak out against Russia’s occupation publicly or on- 
line. HRW also reported that many people have been arrested, tor- 
tured, and sent to prison for simply discussing interpretations 
of the {Noble} Quran or other Islamic texts. The organization 
that Russian authorities most commonly accuse Crimean Tatars of 
belonging to is Hizb ut-Tahrir, a peaceful pan-Islamic organiza- 
tion which is legal in Ukraine; in other words, the non-occupied, 
free Ukraine did not consider this widely known organization of 
being a threat to Ukraine, or being a danger. Russian authorities 
are using labelling, lies, and brutality to attain their ultimate 
goal. It’s the general observation that accusations and charges 
are brought forth without solid evidence of ‘terrorism’ or a con- 
spiracy to commit acts of ‘terrorism’; torture and brutality can 
and are used by the Russian authorities during interrogation, or 
at any time deemed fit, therefore any confession/s are automati- 
cally suspect. 

“This time repression is directed not merely against peaceful Muslims, not simply 
against Crimean Tatars, but against peaceful civic resistance to the Kremlin’s political 
repression in Crimea. People who have provided victims with information support, who 
organized parcels to prisoners and help for their families, and regularly attended politi- 
cally motivated court hearings, have now ended up behind bars. Most of the arrested 
men are connected with the human rights movement Crimean Solidarity which supports 
victims of persecution. It is extremely likely that in this situation, the convenient and al- 
ready standard charge of involvement in Hizb ut-Tahrir is purely a pretext and means 
for crushing Crimean Tatars’ civic solidarity and activism,” according to the Memorial 
Human Rights Centre. (By Halya Coynash, September 13, 2019; khpg.org: Russia Treats 
Imprisoned Crimean Tatar Activists Like Victims of the 1944 Deportation). 

Ranat Paralamov, a Crimean Tatar Muslim who was a grocery 
worker at a local market in Nizhnegorskiy was arrested on Septem- 
ber 13, 2017. He was suspected of belonging to an ‘extremist’ 
group. FSB agents kicked down his front door, hog-tied him and 
dragged him to a nearby van as his wife and children watched in 
horror. For more than 24 hours, his family was clueless to his 
whereabouts, according to HRW. 
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The FSB placed a bag over Ranat’s and then proceeded to tor- 
ture him using electric shock. He was also punched in the chest 
and struck on the back of the head. The interrogators attempted 
to force Renat into becoming an informant, present himself at 
Muslim gatherings, and then relay information to the FSB. Luck- 
ily, following his release, Renat and his family were able to 
flee to Ukraine; he was one of more than 40,000 Muslims to do so. 

“The European Union considers their detention to be politically motivated and, as 
they have been carried out under Russian legislation by Russian ‘authorities’ in Ukrai- 
nian territory, illegal under international law. The European Union does not recognise 
the enforcement of Russian legislation in Crimea and the city of Sevastopol and expects 
all illegally detained Ukrainians to be released without delay.” (July 9, 2020; 112.inter- 
nationalpolitics: EU Condemns Detention of Crimean Tatars by Russia). 

Dalit, which means suppressed, smashed, broken into pieces, 
is a term that has been traditionally assigned to people to 
castes in India who hav ndured the concept of ‘untouchability’. 
About 25 percent of India’s 1.3 billion people, are classified 
under the scheduled castes (Dalit) and scheduled tribes (Adiva- 
Sis) in India’s constitution. Adivasis are indigenous Indians who 
have traditionally been demeaned, discriminated against, disre- 
garded, socially isolated; openly, bluntly, and at times violent- 


ly. 


People belonging to the scheduled Caste exist throughout In- 
dia, but are concentrated in 4 four states. They speak a multi- 
tude of languages and do not share a common religion. Dalit can 
be Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim, or Sikh. Comparable communities can 
be found in Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. 

Following India’s independence in 1947, the government in- 
itiated a reservation system to augment the ability of Dalit to 
acquire political representation and to hold government jobs and 
receive an education. K.R. Narayanan, became India’s first elec- 
ted Dalit President. On paper, the Constitution of India banned 
caste-based discrimination and untouchability and ‘eliminated’ 
these banned activities. Yet they’re still common and widespread 
to this day; in fact, there is little or no discourse for the 
victims. 

Below are the 5 caste groupings. Note that the lowest caste 
is de facto in status: 


1. BRAHMIN: Persons born into the highest, most favourable caste 
are entrusted with priestly and religious duties. They include 
priests, educators, and more recently, white-collar jobs. 

2. KSHATRIYA: Second only to the Brahmin, they work for the gov- 
ernment and military, with respectable rank. They are generally 
wealthier and more powerful than the Brahmins. Most outsiders 
will probably view them more favourably. 

3. VAISHYA: Traditionally work in agriculture, trade, and com- 
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merce. Many receive a high-level of education, and possess an ad- 
vantageous skill, trade, or profession; they can also be mer- 
chants or landowners. The Brahmin, Kshatriya, and Vaishya com- 
prise the twice-born citizens and are granted the honour of 
studying the Hindu religion in depth. 

4. SHUDRA: Include the hundreds of millions of Indians who work 
in industries that serve the higher 3 castes; commoners, pea- 
sants, servants. 

5. DALIT: Called Avarna, because they do not belong to any of the 
4 recognized castes. They live in extreme poverty, are called 
‘Untouchables’ because they are considered filthy, polluting any- 
thing they touch. They work as street sweepers, latrine cleaners 
(using their bare hands is common). Other occupations include 
cremating the dead, and removing animal carcasses from roads. 
They are persecuted (making it extremely difficult to find suita- 
ble work), hated, cheated, brutalized, and forced into chronic, 
often-times lifelong debt. 


“Hundreds of thousands of impoverished, low-caste Indians are still working with 
their bare hands to clean human excrement from open roads and millions of dry pit la- 
trines across the country, despite Indian laws prohibiting such work, an international 
rights group said Monday in urging reform.” (By Katy Dagle, Updated August 25, 2014; 
ctvnews.ca: HRW Decries India’s Reliance on ‘Untouchables’ to Clean Human Waste). 

"When you have no one to clean, only then do you build a proper toilet. That's not 
happening here because there is a community that can be made to clean it ... It's just so 
appalling, so no one is going to dispute that manual scavenging must end. But then, they 
need to make it happen," said Meenakshi Ganguly, the New York-based group's South 
Asia director. (ibid). 

Another attempt at eradicating the persecution of the Dalit 
and indigenous groups occurred on April 5, 2016. Narendra Modi, 
the hardliner Indian Prime Minister, launched ‘the Stand-Up In- 
dia’ program, in an attempt to encourage and advance entrepre- 
neurship amongst the disadvantaged in his country. Capable citi- 
zens of all classes and ethnic groups (in particular women, 
scheduled castes, and scheduled tribes) are aided in their start- 
up businesses by the Indian government. 

Note that Prime Minister Modi is a staunch supporter of Hin- 
dutva (extremist Hindu nationalism), it is a system of beliefs 
and principles seeking to dismantle India’s secular nature, and 
then establishing a Hindu Rashtra; India is the homeland of the 
Hindus. Members of other faiths live under the tolerance and mer- 
cy of the Hindu majority. He is the leader of the the Hindu na- 
tionalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 

"Unfortunately the Indian government, made up of the upper castes, has success- 
fully convinced the international community that caste discrimination is an internal, cul- 
tural issue. But the truth is, it affects the very way this country is run," said Dr. Sonkar, a 
Dalit who has a PhD in law and a teaching position at a Delhi University. (June 27, 
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2012; bbc.com: India’s Dalits Still Fighting Untouchability). 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar (also known as Babasaheb Ambedkar; 
April 14, 1891 - December 6, 1956), was an India was a jurist, 
economist, politician, and social reformer. He vehemently opposed 
the concept of untouchability, claiming that being born a Dalit 
was worse than slavery. In Haryana village, among many others, 
Dalit have been tied to trees and beaten by members of the high- 
er castes, with absolute impunity. There are no Dalit police of- 
ficers therein, and as such, nothing is done. 

“I would bend the knee before the poorest scavenger, the poorest untouchable in 
India for having participated in crushing him for centuries; I would even take the dust 
off his feet,” said Mahatma Ghandi. (By Patrick Zeis, May 23, 2016; balancedachieve- 
ment.com: The Untouchables of India). 

Pollama attentively descends the 250 steps from the crest 

of the hill in the slum where she resides in southern India to 
walk a kilometre (.62 mile) to the nearest grocery store. She is 
9 months pregnant, and has 4 hungry children who must be fed. Un- 
fortunately, near the lowest steps await community leaders from a 
higher caste who force her to return empty-handed. 
From the period when India went into lock-down on March 25, 
2020, dozens of families from the Pollama mountaintop slum in 
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh, have been forbidden from descending 
the hill, even to purchase necessary items. These families are 
members of the Yanadi community, employed mainly as waste collec- 
tors and drain cleaners. They’ve long been segregated from the 
more affluent-higher caste communities. 

"We've been locked up here, like prisoners -- we live near a milk factory, and 
there is not a drop of milk for my children to drink. We are called dirty, and they say we 
spread the disease,” said Polamma. (By Priyali Sur, CNN, April 16, 2020; cnn.com: Un- 
der India’s Caste System, Dalits are Considered Untouchable. The Coronavirus is Inten- 
sifying that Slur). 

During the pandemic, Dalit work is considered vital services 
by the Indian government. But many Dalit workers say that no one 
has given them protective equipment against COVID-19. If they’re 
infected, its basically tough luck; they’re on their own. 

The Spanish flu epidemic wreaked havoc on India in 1918, 


taking the lives of nearly 17 million people. Caste was a major 
determinant of who received healthcare and who didn’t. Lower 
caste communities lived in crowded, filthy slums, and were more 


exposed to the virus; it was also more difficult for them to find 
adequate food and medicine. Historian Amit Kapoor, author of 
‘Riding the Tiger’, said that the death toll per 1,000 for lower 
caste people was 61, for upper caste Hindus it was 16; the lowest 
rate was among Europeans who lived in India (not surprising). 
Following the 2004 Asian tsunami, Dalit were forced to re- 
moving cadavers and debris. They received dismal or absolutely no 
pay, and no psychological support. More so, they received no com- 
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pensation for lost or destroyed property during the tsunami. 

"India has 600,000 villages and almost every village a small pocket on the out- 
skirts is meant for Dalits. This settlement is far from health care centres, banks, schools 
and other essential services. During times like Covid-19, the aid may not even reach this 
small pocket,”said Paul Divakar, a Dalit activist from the National Campaign on Dalit 
Human Rights. (ibid). 

The Dukha (Dhukhan, Tsaatan) are a small Tuvan Turkic noma- 
dic tribe of reindeer herders that lives in the Northern High- 
lands of Mongolia, spending part of the year in Siberia in large, 
frigid, humid coniferous forests called Taiga. Their Mongolian 
name Tsaatan means ‘those who have reindeer’. The Dukha language 
is an endangered Turkic language spoken by an estimated 500 peo- 
ple. 


The Dukha tribe’s origins are in Toeva, currently in the 
People’s Republic of Toeva. Toeva was independent from 1921 - 
1944, but was then incorporated into the Soviet Union. As a re- 
sult, the Dukha took residence in Northern Mongolia, migrating 5 
- 10 times annually in search of food for their prized reindeer. 
Reindeer are more adept in the cold. Initially, the Government of 
Mongolia routinely deported them back to Toeva. But in 1956, the 
government granted the Dukha Mongolian citizenship. 

There are a few remaining groups of reindeer herders remain- 
ing in the world. Not long ago there was an estimated 200 Dukha 
families in remote Mongolia, today there are 40, they own about 
1,000 reindeer. Dukha decide where to migrate and live based on 
where their reindeer can acclimate best; reindeer are extraordi- 
narily vital for the tribe. Not many peoples are able to ride 
reindeer. Dukha must acquire this ability. Reindeer are trained 
from the age of 2 onward. It is nearly impossible to pull a sled 
in the hilly areas of Mongolia and Siberia. Dukha train their 
reindeer well to ensure that they’re healthy; without the rein- 
deer the Dukha and their way of life would likely cease to exist. 

Reindeer are also raised for milk production, yogurt, and 
cheese, important staples. As such, only a few reindeer are 
slaughtered for food and pelts, usually only when a reindeer 
can’t help them hunt or travel. Reindeer grazing occurs during 
the daytime, the reindeer always return to the settlement at 
night; it’s a symbiotic relationship. They have very powerful 
necks, with antlers weighing up to 50 lbs. (22.7 kg.). 

Unfortunately, reindeer populations are shrinking. Tourism 
from reindeer rides or selling of Dukha crafts is economically 
essential. Dukha train wolves and sometimes hunt with eagles; the 
latter is a long tradition and considered honourable. They prac- 
tice shamanism. Modernization and government policies have 
wreaked havoc on the Dukha. 

"They're certainly a dying culture. The number of families has fallen because a lot 
of them have been synthesized with the mainstream community. Many of them have 
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moved to the towns and even to the capital cities. They want to go down and stay in 
warm cabins in the winter, maybe buy a car and drive. There's a big appeal to the mod- 
ern life. The hardships of the traditional life as a reindeer herder certainly play a factor. 
The government declared the Tsaatans' hunting ground a part of the national protected 
parks. It's now off-limits so they can't hunt any-more," says Harvard-trained anthropol- 
ogist Hamid Sardar-Afkhami. (Nila Sweeney for CNN, Updated September 29, 2016; 
www.cnn.com: The Dukha: Last of Mongolia’s reindeer people). 

The El Molo (Elmolo, Dehes; Gurapau ‘people of the lake’) 
are Cushitic, the smallest, and nearly extinct group in Kenya. 
The population of mixed El Molo (including El Molo, Turkana, and 
Samburu) is estimated at more 1,100 (note: estimates vary consid- 
erably). The pure-blood El Molo is significantly less than 1,100, 
some estimates count a few persons. 

“Our forbears practiced natural family planning by elongated breastfeed- 
ing. Once a mother had a baby, she was not expected to conceive again until her 
child was strong enough to spear fish out of water in the case of a boy or mould a 
traditional pot if it was a girl,” says Michael Basili, a retired teacher turned El Moroe 
community leader. (By Joe Ombuor and Peter Orengo, July 29, 2013; standardme- 
dia.co.ke: With Just 800 People, the El Moro are Struggling to Survive). 

“Previously, dogged loyalty to traditional norms contributed significantly 
to stunting our people’s growth. Monogamy is one such practice. While our 
neighbours, the Samburu, the Turkana, the Rendille and the Somali practiced 
polygamy by marrying many wives and proliferated faster, the El Molo stuck to 
a one-wife regime that obtains to this day,” said Basili. (ibid). 

The El Molo are not like the nearby pastoralist tribal peo- 
ples; the El Molo are not pastoralists and almost never eat meat. 
They live in northern Kenya, near Lake Turkana. Homes look like 
igloos, made from difficult to acquire scrub vegetation. Lake 
Turkana, is known as the ‘Jade Sea’ and the ‘Cradle of Mankind’. 
El Molo prefer to fish for giant Nile perch, and sometimes croco- 
diles, turtles, and other wildlife. Fish is usually roasted or 
sliced into long strips and sun-dried on the roof of huts, or on 
fibre mats placed on the ground. 

Harpoons are made from acacia roots and fishing nets from 
doum fibre (doum is an African palm tree that produces fruit that 
looks and tastes like gingerbread). Rafts are made from doum palm 
logs. In the past, they were attacked by stronger tribes, result- 
ing in the loss of many lives. They must be extremely careful be- 
cause there are thousands of Nile crocodiles around Lake Turkana. 

El Moro commonly dress in Samburu Tribe fashion, with spe- 
cial beads, animal, fish skins, teeth or bones. Elder members 
wear traditional El Moro dress. Life expectancy for most members 
is 35-45 years. School aged children commonly wear western dress. 

An increasing number of Kenyans are heading for the cities. 
When El Moro and other tribal peoples do likewise particular as- 
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pects of their cultures may disappear, they’1ll become city Afri- 
cans. El Moro’s decreasing population is due to in-breeding, the 
unbalanced protein-rich diet of fish, and outbreaks of diseases. 

In 2010, Gurapau, which is a cultural organization that re- 
presents the El Moro, initiated a reawakening project aimed at 
recovering their ethno-linguistic identity. Reviving the El Moro 
language is an important step in trying to recover their tradi- 
tional customs and history. It will take a lot of hard work and 
patience. 

“The El Molo community suffers from water-borne diseases, bone and teeth de- 
formation and general ill health caused by the consumption of the highly saline water of 
Lake Turkana, said Wycliffe Oloo, an anthropologist with the National Museums of Ken- 
ya. (ibid). 

The Guarani are culturally related tribes in South America 
who speak a Tupi-Guarani language. They were one of the first 
South American indigenous peoples contacted by Europeans, more 
than 500 years ago. Guarani numbered over 400,000, presently 
there are only tens of thousands. The traditional pre-European 
contact land area of the Guarani spread from part of present day 
Paraguay, Argentina, southern Brazil, and part of Uruguay and Bo- 
livia. European colonization has obliterated much of the tradi- 
tional territory. In Brazil Guarani groups include the Kaiowa 
(forest people), Nandeva, and M’bya’; the Kaiowa are the most nu- 
merous. 

There are over 50,000 Guarani living in 7 states in Brazil. 
They are still persecuted and killed through colonization. One 
method is by landowners paying mercenaries to assassinate promi- 
nent Guarani leaders, then tribal members are forced off their 
ancestral lands. One such leader among many others was Semiao 
Fernandes Vilhalva. He fought hard for the rights of indigenous 
territories and of the lands of the Guarani-Kaiowa people. On Au- 
gust 29, 2015, Mr. Vilhalva was shot in the face while searching 
for his son during a land recuperation mission that took place in 
the municipality of Antonio Joao in Mato Grosso do Sul. Worse 
yet, a rubber bullet struck the head of an infant during the same 
raid. It would not be surprising if the bullet was actually aimed 
at the baby’s head. 

In Paraguay Guarani are forced to sleep in public squares, 
then they’re forcibly removed by police officers with batons. 
Landowners and ranchers in Brazil expel them from lands their an- 
cestors inhabited for more than 500 years. The stolen lands are 
‘legally’ acquired and then used in the soya, sugar cane, and 
cattle industries (farms). 

“This here is my life, my soul. If you take me away from this land, you take my 
life.’ said Marcos Veron, the late leader of the Guarani-Kaiowa of Takuara. (survivalin- 
ternational.org: The Guarani). 

The Guarani believe the government’s refusal to return their 
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land is an act of ‘silent genocide’. As conveyed to Interconti- 
nental Cry by the Tribe spokesman: 

“For decades we expected these issues surrounding our rights to be resolved, in a 
peaceful manner, but the government does not appear to want a ‘peaceful solution’. It 
appears to want, in the conquest of our lands, the shedding of our blood. It appears that 
the Brazilian government and justice want our death. We realize that if we do not paint 
ourselves and pick up our arrows, cudgels and take action we will continue to suffer 
starvation, thirst, suffering and injustice. In the meantime, upon our land the fazenda 
[plantation] owners profit, devastate, exploit, contaminate the earth and nature.” (By 
Jay Akbar, September 22, 2015; dailymail.co.uk: Soaring suicide rates, murder and 
forced to live by the roadside on scraps: How one of the Amazon’s oldest tribes faces 
being wiped out by ranchers scaring them off their land in a ‘Silent Genocide’). 

The respective governments where Guarani live have made many 
promises to them; broken promises are the norm. In 1993, the Gov- 
ernment of Brazil nsured th Guarani allotments of land, but 
many years later most of them still live in poor, run-down, fil- 
thy roadside camps where disease is rampant, children die of 
starvation, and suicide rates are an astronomical 34 times the 
national average, the rapid rise occurred following the forced 
evictions of the 1950s and 1960s. In the camps, the mortality for 
infants is nearly 30 per 1,000, and children under 5 at 44.5 per 
1,000. There is minimal or no medical care available, the very 
young die of respiratory complications or parasitic diseases. 
Mato Grasso du Sol (in Portuguese: ‘Thick Bushes of the 
South’), is an especially problematic area. Historically the 
Guarani had occupied an area of massive forests and plains esti- 
mated at 350,000 sq. kilometres (135,135 sq. miles). Extensive 
areas of deforestation have transformed the once-fertile f 


forests 
of the Guarani into cattle ranches and sugar cane fields. Many 
Guarani were corralled into tiny, overcrowded reservations. In 
Dourados Reservation, 12,000 Indians are crammed into an area 
just over 3,000 hectares (7,413 acres). Once avid hunters and 
fishermen, no longer so. Even land for planting crops is usually 
insufficient. 

Brazil has one of the most sophisticated biofuels industries 
in the world. Sugar can plantations were set up in the 1980s and 


depend on indigenous labour. Workers receive miserable wages work 
under appalling conditions. In 2007, police raided a sugar cane 
alcohol distillery and discovered 800 Indians living and working 


under terrible conditions. Because many indigenous men are forced 
to seek employment on the plantations in order to survive, they 
are away from their communities for extended periods of time. 
This has had a terrible impact on the communities’ health and so- 
ciety. 

The Huaorani (Waorani, Waodani, Waos), are a tribal people 
living in the Amazon rainforest in regions of Ecuador and Peru; 
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their spoken language, Huaorani, is not related to any other. 
They have lived as forest hunters and gatherers within the Ecua- 
dorian Amazon for centuries. Their population is estimated at 
1,300. Huaorani are talented hunters. Spears are used for combat 
and hunting, but the main hunting weapon is the blowgun. These 
weapons are about 4 meters (12 feet) long, the arrows are dipped 
into curare, a poisonous plant extract that’s used by some indi- 
genous South American tribal peoples. Curare paralyses the motor 
nerves. 

“The Huaorani Indians are a forest people highly in tune with their environ- 
ment. Many are now totally acculturated since the 1950s by missionaries. Some still live 
very traditionally ... They still largely hunt with blowpipes and spears eating a lot of 
monkeys and peccaries {and wild boars},” said British photographer Pete Oxford, 58. 
(By Jenny Awford, January 20, 2017; news.com.au: Incredible Pictures of Forgotten 
Tribe in Ecuadorean Rainforest). 

First contact with non-Houarani (called cowode by the Houar- 
ani) was in the late 1940s. The oil giant, Shell, undertook the 
first exploratory drilling on Houaroni ancestral lands. They 
promptly withdrew their operations due to the fighting resolve of 
the Houarani. Christian missionary contacts ensued during the 
1950s. In 1956, 5 missionaries were killed by 7 Houarani. They 
were perceived as invaders. In the late 1960s, the oil giant, 
Texaco, received permission from the Ecuadorean government to 
drill for oil on Houarani land. Hundreds of Houarani were dis- 
placed. 

In 1990, the lowland Houarani made a successful land claim 
which resulted in the legal acquisition of 600,000 hectares 
1,482,630 acres) of territory. But there was a condition, DO 
NOT INTERFERE WITH OIL COMPANIES DRILLING THERE! As such, the 
Maxus Energy Oil Company built a pipeline and a narrow access 
road (the beginning of the end). Along with oil exploration was 
an increase in logging activities, and tourism. This appears to 
have been a ploy, a circuitous, conniving trick by the Brazilian 
Government. The Houarani withdrew further into the forest. In 
2005, Petrobras, a Brazilian oil company, conducted oil explora- 
tion in the Yasuni Forest of Ecuador. In August 2013, the lack of 
international funding for oil exploration in the Yasuni National 
Park resulted in a temporary halt to this venture. But following 
a ‘heated debate’ in August 2016, the National Assembly gave the 
go-ahead to authorize drilling. Drilling began in October 2016. 

The Houarani have tried to protect their land rights. Many 
have been physically dragged away from their ancestral lands, 
many more have tried to disappear in the forest. Individuals who 
try to work in the cities face horrible racism and discrimination 
at all levels, and are exploited by their employers. Alcoholism, 
drug use, sexually transmitted diseases, loss of cultural identi- 
ty and language, and domestic violence are additional problems. 


— 


31 


The Innu (Montagnais), meaning ‘people’, is the most common 
term to describe the Innu. They are the indigenous inhabitants of 
Nitassinan (Our Land), a vast Boreal territory which includes 
most of the Northeastern Quebec, and a boreal territory on the 
Labrador Peninsula. Innu traditionally lived in these areas as 
nomadic hunter-gatherers, also trapped and fished for thousands 
of years. Their tents were made from animal hides. They hunted 
caribou, beaver, bear, deer, eels, moose, small animals, lake 
fish, salmon, and seals. They also collected berries, maple sap, 
and roots. 

Summertime travel was done by canoe, snowshoes and toboggans 
(a long, flat-bottomed sled) during the winter. Traditionally, no 
part of the caribou was wasted. The meat was eaten, the skin was 
used for clothing and drums for celebrations and festivities. The 
belief in animal spirits played a major part in hunts. Giving 
away gifts of meat raised a person’s status. A ceremonial feast 
(makushan) consisting of caribou fat and bone marrow took place 
after a hunt. Pre-contact Innu religion was an important under- 
taking, it encouraged respect for animals in life. 

The arrival of European missionaries had an enormous impact 
on Innu beliefs and way of life. Early on, Christian books and 
works were translated into the Innu language and missionaries 
were determinedly involved in Innu religious and cultural af- 
fairs. In the 18t8 Century, missionaries along with Innu aided in 
the development of a standard orthography for the Innu language. 
Furthermore, an earnest attempt was made to convert the Innu_ to 
Christianity. 

The Innu population was ravaged by measles, the flu, scarlet 
fever, smallpox, STDs, tuberculosis whooping cough, and other 
diseases. Alcoholism, substance abuse, suicide, mental health is- 
sues, and other social problems followed. Innu culture is vi- 
brant, it includes art, dance, festivities, music, and religious 
ceremonies. Innu culture has been attacked by the evil forces of 
colonization. There are a number of contemporary programs that 
help maintain the survival of Innu culture. 

The Nematau Innu, is an enterprise that is designed to con- 
vey skills and traditional knowledge from elders to youth. The 
books of An Antane Kapesh (1926 - 2004), a Montagnais author, and 
Innu language recordings by pop music duo Kashtin (Claude McKen- 
zie, Florent Vollant, formed in 1984), display the adaptiveness 
and continuity of Innu culture. 

Modern-day Innu are predominately sedentary, resulting from 
government policies of forcefully corralling them into designated 
territories and reserves. Many Innu communities are distant and 
isolated but accessible. The UN Human Rights Committee has criti- 
cized Canada’s treatment of its indigenous peoples. It has de- 
scribed the current situation as ‘the most pressing issue facing 
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Canadians’, and condemned Canada for ‘extinguishing’ aboriginal 
peoples’ rights. 

“Survival {International} is calling on the Canadian government to rethink its ap- 
proach to negotiations with the Innu and other similar groups - currently they will only 
recognise Innu land rights if the Innu agree to surrender most of their land. 
Canada must recognise the Innu’s right to own their land, and live on it as they 
choose.” (survivalinternational.org: Innu). 

The Jarawa (Jarawas) are an indigenous people of the Andaman 
Islands in India. Traditionally, they had long been isolated from 
the rest of the world. They are pygmy peoples of Asia, have Ne- 
grito characteristics, and are mainly hunter-gatherers. Each Jar- 
awa tribe speaks a unique language; although the tribes’ langua- 
ges are related, they cannot understand each other. They origina- 
ted from the Jangil tribe. 
Jarawa are believed (by some scholars) to have arrived in 
the Andaman islands in the Bay of Bengal about 26,000 years ago. 
But according to the Jarawa Foundation the Jarawa are the most 
ancient people in the world, migrating from Africa to Asia 70,000 
years ago. Historically, Jarawa were antagonistic towards outsi- 
ders who entered their territory, killing them. Their hunting 
weapons included bows, arrows, and wooden harpoons to hunt fish, 
turtles, and wild boars. Jarawa truly relish honey, acquiring it 
by climbing tall trees. 

Initial contact with outsiders occurred in the 19*® Century; 
their population was 7,000 at the time. Today, there are about 
400 Jarawa left. As expected, outside contact resulted in disea- 
ses that devastated most of the population. During the 19? and 
20%? centuries, the British built settlements in the Andaman Is- 
lands, resulting in the introduction of alcohol, diseases, and 
opium. Indian and Burmese also moved into the Andaman Islands; 
the Jarawa did not like the interlopers. 

The Andaman Trunk Road, built in the 1970s, cut right into 
Jarawa territory and increased contact with tourists and set- 
tlers. In the late 1990s, the Jarawa began to initiate friendly 
contact with nearby settlers, resulting in an increase in disea- 
ses, social problems, alcohol, marijuana, and acts of sexual 
abuse. Jarawa charge tourists for photos, other tribal members 
are forced to beg for food. The Indian Government has looked into 
the matter of the Jarawa, following complaints to the Calcutta 
High Court, which has legal jurisdiction over the Andaman Is- 
lands. The Jarawa have been humiliated beyond belief, by photo 
safaris organized by the Indian Army on the Andaman Islands. 
Twice a day, Jarawa are forced to stand at the roadside to be 
photographed. Who forces them to stand at attention? Armed 
guards. It’s hard to believe that the Indian authorities are ob- 
livious to what’s going on. The Jarawa consider these humiliating 
photo ops a human zoo. 
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“This is where we want to live, our life is here. Here we have everything we 
need. In the evening we all meet and we sit together. We’re good together, we have no 
wotries. The Jarawa people have kept the secret of happiness. There are only 400 Jarawa 
people left and they are in danger. They are the most ancient people in the world, they 
are the living memory of our humanity. They asked us {The Jarawas Foundation} to 
alert the world to their plight and call for their protection.” (The Jarawas Foundation). 

The Kalash (Kalasha) are an indigenous people living deep in 
the valleys of the Hindu Kush of Pakistan, the Chitral District, 
in northwestern Pakistan. The Hindu Kush is an incredible moun- 
tain system of Central Asia. They speak the Kalash language, 
classified as critically endangered, it’s from the Dardic family. 
There are an estimated 6,000 Kalash; many of them look European 
and sound very different than the typical Pakistani. It’s not un- 
common to see blond haired, blue-eyed persons. They claim to have 
lived in the area for thousands of years. Although some social 
scientists believe that the Kalash may be descendants of Alexan- 
der the Great’s Army, DNA has not proven so. 

Kalash are Pakistan’s smallest ethnic-religious group. Their 
religion is animistic, some scholars believe it’s related to an- 
cient Hinduism. Their population was much larger before the 20 
century. There have been voluntary and coerced conversions to Is- 
lam. As stated by a leader of the Kalash, Saifulla Jan: 

"If any Kalash converts to Islam, they cannot live among us anymore. We keep 
our identity strong." (Paul Raffaele, Smithsonian, January 2007; pages 66 - 68). 

Kalash call converts to Islam ‘sheikhs’; half the population 
are descendants of or converts to Islam. The Kalash have always 
been proud of their culture and heritage. Historically they have 
been shunned by the majority culture in Pakistan. They’ve been 
forced to trek deep into the mountains to evade religious perse- 
cution. Over 95 percent of Pakistanis claim Islam as their reli- 
gion. Migrants are moving into Kalash valleys taking up residence 
to establish farms, run hotels or shops. 

Kalash women commonly wear long black robes (Kalash means 
black). Men commonly wear Pakistani-style dress. Compared to the 
dominant culture, Kalash are very liberal-minded regarding the 
role of women. Males and females are not separated, and contact 
between the sexes is generally approved. But when a woman is men- 
struating she must live in the village menstrual building until 
she’s cleansed. Birth is given in the village menstrual building. 
Women are allowed to choose their husbands, divorce, and elope. 

The Kalash are very poor. They are subsistence farmers. Re- 
cent interest in tourism has caught the interest of Pakistani au- 
thorities. Kalash houses are usually made from the trunk of the 
Deodar, a tall East Indian cedar. They can be single or stacked 
up against each other in high-steep hillsides. Although the 
houses look unstable, they’re built on solid stone footing. It’s 
common for houses to contain in-built beehives. Outbreaks of cho- 
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lera still occur in remote villages. The Kalash are demanding 
their rights. An official letter by the Kalash has been repro- 
duced below: 

“The Kalash, the indigenous and original inhabitants of Chitral, are still being de- 
prived of their {Pakistan} constitutional rights in the following ways: 

1. Our religion is not included in the list of religions and we are being forced to show 
Buddhism or Islam as our religion. 

2. Kalash students are being taught Islamiat (Islamic religious studies) in schools, 
whereas they should be taught ethics instead of Islamiat. 

3. The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government has included 12 languages to be taught 
in schools but Kalash language hasn’t been included, despite the fact that we have de- 
veloped our text books up to grade 18. 

All these issues are leading to more and more conversions to Islam and the tribe 
is endangered. Islam does not allow suppressing minorities; it rather instructs to protect 
them. Help preserve the Kalash from extinction.” (NOTE: Article Originally Published 
by the Asian Human Rights Commission; By Arsalan Barijo. Edited With Additional Re- 
porting by Peter Tatchell, October 18, 2017; Peter Tatchell Foundation: Speaking Out for 


Human Rights). 
An official declaration by the founder of Pakistan, Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah (December 25, 1876 - September 11, 1948) makes it 


quite clear in his August 11, 1947 address to the Constituent As- 
sembly, that the people of Pakistan are free to worship as they 
please and will be treated as equals before the law regardless of 
group affiliation: 

“You are free: you are free to go to your temples; you are free to go to your mos- 
ques or to any other places of worship in the State of Pakistan. You may belong to any 
religion, caste or creed that has nothing to do with the business of the State ... We are 
starting with this fundamental principle: that we are all citizens and equal citizens of 
one State. Now I think we should keep that in front of us as our ideal and you will find 
that in course of time Hindus would cease to be Hindus and Muslims would cease to be 
Muslims, not so in the religious sense because that is the personal faith of each indivi- 
dual, but in the political sense as a citizen of the State.” (Ibid). 

The Kawahiva, formerly called the Rio Pardo Indians, are an 
uncontacted, isolated indigenous tribe that lives near Coloniza, 
close to the Rio Pardo River in northern Mato Grosso, Brazil. 
They are usually on the move and have little to no contact with 
non tribal members. They leave physical evidence behind, includ- 
ing arrows, baskets, communal houses, and hammocks. Often-times, 
their articles are left behind because they’re trying to evade 
hostile, violent outsiders. 

Kawahiva are endangered, suffering from the effects of major 
deforestation, illegal logging, ranching, mining, murder, and at 
times enslavement. On December 14, 2018, FUNAI (The Brazilian 
Government’s indigenous agency), aided by Federal Police officers 
and IBAMA (environment agency) conducted a joint operation to re- 
move invaders, including land thieves, illegal loggers, miners, 
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and ranchers from what is left of Kawahiva lands. 
It’s likely that this operation was conducted because of a 
fear that subsequent actions would be prevented when right poli- 
tician Jair Bolsonaro (March 21, 1955 - ) was to become presi- 
dent. These fears were legitimate given that on the first day of 
his presidency Bolsonaro shifted responsibility for indigenous 
land demarcation from FUNAI to the ministry of agriculture, a 
likely catastrophic move for indigenous peoples. 
There may only be a few dozen Kawahiva left; they’re the 
last remnant of their tribe, one of many Tupi-Kawahib speaking- 
Indians who once occupied large areas of Amazonian forest. Fol- 
lowing a series of attacks spanning over decades by gold miners, 
ranchers, and loggers, the Kawahiva were forced to abandon tradi- 
tional ways of slash-and-burn agriculture, and planting food. 
They took up hunting and gathering allowing them to escape oncom- 
ing danger from outsiders. They’ve made it quite clear, over-and- 
over again that they no longer want any contact with invaders. 
FUNAI has worked hard in its attempt to acquire the Kawahiva 
a recognized, demarcated territory to make them safer from at- 
tacks. In 2001, FUNAI began the arduous process of setting up a 
reserve on traditional Kawahiva land in Northwestern Mato Grosso 
State, near the Rondonia State border on the east and the Amazo- 
nas State border to the North. Unfortunately, this land is loca- 
ted within the ‘arc of deforestation’, an extensive sweeping 
curve Similar in shape to a scythe blade that runs from east to 
west across the Southern Amazon basin. To the North is a predomi- 
nately undisturbed Amazon rainforest; to the South is a much ob- 
literated forest, by timber logging, then burnt to make room for 
cattle pastures, and then re-cleared to establish soy planta- 
tions. The ‘arc’ is for the most part moving Northward to satisfy 
the greedy appetites of illegal loggers, cattle ranchers, miners, 
land grabbers, and soy farmers. Accessibility into and through 
this forest area was improved in the 1980s following the con- 
struction of the MT-206 highway. 

In 2005, FUNAI undertakings exposed temporary camps and 
animal traps made by the Kawahiva. There was no doubt as to the 
presence of Kawahiva. The Federal Police and IBAMA arrested near- 
ly 3 dozen people accused of land theft and illegal deforesta- 
tion. For several years, the situation appeared to be a bit more 
hopeful. Then, things began to fall apart. 

“Everything calmed down until about 2012. But since then it has turned into hell, 
mainly because loggers and land thieves are once again invading the area. The govern- 
ment has taken very few actions to control, monitor or impose some kind of order over 
the occupation,” said Jair Candor, who works for FUNAI. (By Sue Branford, January 3, 
2019; mongabay.com: Brazil’s Indigenous Agency Acts to Protect Isolated Kawahiva 
People). 

“Ranchers want to make money and they simply occupy the land. In general 
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terms, Mato Grosso is a state where invaders still use brute force: arriving, deforesting 
and occupying, all illegally,” said Ivar Busatto, from Native Amazonian Operation 
(OPAN), and NGO. (ibid). 

The Kayapo (Caiapo in Portuguese) are an indigenous people 
in Brazil who inhabit an extensive area spread across Para and 
Mato Grosso States, South of the Amazon basin near the Rio Xingu 
River and its tributaries. There are an estimated 9,000 Kayapo; 
the 4 sub-groups include the Gorortire, Mentragnoti, Metyktire, 
and Xikrin. They call themselves Mebengokre or ‘the men from the 
water place’. The term ‘Kayapo’, means ‘those who look like mon- 
keys’ is used by neighbouring peoples. This is because Kayapo 
wear monkey masks in a men’s ritual. They refer to outsiders as 
‘Poanjos’. The Kayapo language is part of the Je family. 

The Kayapo live in several scattered villages ranging from 
dozens to one thousand persons. Their land is tropical rainforest 
savannah and is the largest tropical protected area in the world 
consisting of 11,346,326 hectares. It is home to many endangered 
species. 

The Kayapo use complex, well-designed body-paint covering 
their bodies. They believe that their ancestors obtained their 
social skills from insects; body-paint is used to mimic them. 
Black body-paint is good camouflage for forest hunting. Tribal 
identity determines what colours are used. To prevent themselves 
from getting lost and finding their way within the forest, Kayapo 
paste red pigment on their legs. This pigment rubs off when it 
rubes with forest matter; in effect. Kayapo practice slash-and- 
burn horticulture. 

Large lower-lip disks are still worn by the elderly, but the 
practice has been dying out among the youth. Men decorate them- 
selves with vibrant feathers in their hair, which represents the 
universe. Due to contact with non-Indians it’s normal to see 
Kayapo men wear western-style dress. Kayapo children wear co- 
loured beaded bands representing their tribes. Kayapo women wear 
a V shaped into their hair. The elders play a vital role in so- 
ciety. Nearly every morning the elder, holding a borduna (a heavy 
wooden decorative object, symbol of authority) in his hands, per- 
forms his duty. Kayapo share everything for the common good of 
the villagers. It’s important that no one in the village goes 
hungry. Children are educated by relatives. 

The Kayapo have struggled to hold onto their land rights. In 
the village of Gorotire, the Kayapo and mining prospectors came 
to an agreement that ensured the Kayapo would get a percentage of 
the mining proceeds, and their territory was divided. Initially, 
the Kayapo believed that gold mining would be beneficial for 
them. Unfortunately, gold mining caused dangerous levels of pol- 
lution in the waterways, infecting fish with high levels of mer- 
cury. Social behaviours were adversely affected by outside influ- 
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ences; higher levels of disease, limited access to medical care, 
and increased conflicts with other villages resulting from a re- 
duction of resources. The Kayapo used aggressive tactics against 
loggers and miners in some areas. 

In 1987, additional problems ensued when the government put 
forward a plan to build a number of hydroelectric dams to be 
built in the Xingu River area, in particular, the Belo Monte Dam. 
These dams would adversely affect the Kayapo, displacing more 
than 20,000 people from their lands. Under the direction of Pau- 
linho Paiakan, the Altamira Gathering was led by the Kayapo, re- 
ceiving international media attention. This demonstration, done 
at the proposed site of the first dam in Altamira, Para, lasted 
several days, pressuring the World Bank and the Brazilian Govern- 
ment. The Kayapo demanded to receive withheld government informa- 
tion regarding the negative consequences to their people from the 
building of the dam, as well as rural Brazilians living in the 
Xingu River area. 

In 2013, leaders of 26 Kayapo communities refused a $9 mil- 
lion offer from Brazil’s state-owned electricity agency Electro- 
bas to support the next 4 years of hydropower development pro- 
jects in the Amazon. The Belo Monte Dam was completed in 2016; 
it’s the third largest dam in the world. Only the Three Gorges 
Dam in China and the Brazilian-Paraguayan Itaipu Dam are larger. 

“We have decided that your word is worth nothing. The conversation is over. 
We, the Mebengore Kayapo people have decided that we do not want a single penny of 
your dirty money. We do not accept Belo Monte or any other dam on the Xingu. Our 
river does not have a price, our fish that we eat does not have a price. We will never 
stop fighting: In Altamira, in Brasilia, or in the Supreme Court. The Xingu is our home 
and you are not welcome here.” (survivalupdate.com: Amazon Kayapo Indians Got 
Damned). 

“Tens of thousands of indigenous and traditional peoples were forced from their 
homes, and had to give up their fishing livelihoods. Meanwhile, the city of Altamira en- 
dured boom and bust, as workers flooded it, then abandoned it.” (ibid). 

The Komi people are native to Russia’s tough, extreme north. 
For much of their history they remained relatively isolated from 
the rest of Russia until the 20° century. They speak a Permic 
language of the Finno-Ugric branch of the Uralic family. The peo- 
ple are divided into 2 main groups; Komi-Zyrians, Komi-Permyaks. 
The Russian Empire forcefully incorporated the Komi Republic into 
its rule in the 14 century. Since then, the Komi have been 
scantily Russian Orthodox. In reality, their religious beliefs 
are a mixture of Christianity and shamanism. 

Traditionally, the Komi were reindeer herders, however, the 
pressures of industrialization and of the modern world has caused 
them to be involved in mining and logging North of the Arctic 
Circle near Vorkuta. Their long relative isolation ended at the 
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end of the Second World War. Russification is leaving its mark on 
youngsters. 

During the Soviet period, Komi were targets of the Stalinist 
purges; the 1930s witnessed a devastation of Komi intellectuals, 
accused of ‘bourgeois nationalism’. Large-scale migrations of po- 
litical prisoners into the Komi Republic and industrialization 
had a devastating demographic effect on the natives, making them 
a minority in their own lands. A massive GULAG was built near 
Vorkuta due to the presence of vast natural resources and its 
isolation. The Komi were persecuted, and their language and cul- 
tural practices were severely hampered. They’re trying to pre- 
serve their language by teaching it in school. 

The Komi Republic includes Russia’s first place to be de- 
Signated a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The Virgin Komi Forests 
contain a plethora of animal, bird, and plant species throughout 
3 million hectares of untapped wild, natural beauty. In 1991, the 
Komi began to reassert their unique identity. 

The Korowai tribe (Kolufo) lives in West Papua in the Indo- 
nesian province of Papua; they number approximately 3,000, but 
are gradually disappearing. They were were unknown to outsiders 
until Dutch missionaries entered their land in the 1970s. Shock- 
ingly, Korowai tribe members were completely oblivious to the ex- 
istence of outsiders. Many members still believe that outsiders 
carry demons and evil spirits. The Korowai language is part of 
the Awyu-Dumut family. 

Komi tree houses are an incredible feat. (Rumah Tinggi or 
High House), are 140 feet high in the forest. A typical tree 
house is built and supported by stilts, designed for protection 
from the elements, hostile outsiders, the Kombai tribe (a neigh- 
bour and long-time enemy), animals, and ‘evil spirits’ that 
skulk below the treetops and canopies. Whole families live in in- 
dividual tree houses, sometimes separate living quarters are as- 
Signed for the sexes. Tree houses have large Banyan or Wanbon 
trees as the footing or main poles. Smaller poles may be added to 
the corners of the houses for additional support. The poles ar 
strapped together with rafia (fibre from the leaves). The roof is 
made from Sago palm trees. Houses are ‘blessed’ with animal fat. 
Wooden ladders are used to allow accessibility to the tree house. 
The typical tree house may contain up to 15 persons. Homes usual- 
ly last about 5 years. In 2018, the BBC disclosed that tree 
houses were built: 

“for the benefit of overseas programme makers” and did not actually live in 
them. (BBC Admits Tree House Scene from Human Planet Series was Faked). 

The Korowai are talented hunters and fishermen. Animals in- 
clude wild boar, cassowary (a large flightless bird related to 
the emu), deer, lizards, snakes, and any other edible animal 
found in the forest. Hierarchy is based on personal characteris-— 
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tics of big men. Inter-clan warfare usually occurs because of 
witchcraft or sorcery related reasons. 

Hunting animals, perceived invaders, and unwelcome outsiders 
is done with bow and arrows. The bow contains a barb on it; it 
will be aimed at the target until peace has been established. Men 
marry in their twenties, women are married off following men- 
struation. Papua New Guinea has a long history of cannibalism. 
Most researchers believe that the Korowai no longer practice can- 
nibalism. Although some tribal members claim it still exists, 
it’s likely that its a good story, impressing researchers, tour- 
ists, and other visitors. 

Traditionally, cannibalism was not done out of hunger or for 
nourishment. It was a form of punishment inflicted upon those who 
practice witchcraft (khuakhua). The flesh was shared by all tri- 
bal village members. It was necessary to kill and eat the posses- 
sed person that was taken over. Some believed that the khuakhua 
whispers its own name upon death, identifying the evil that spir- 
it possessed their tribal member. 

The Livonians (Livs), are a Balto-Finnic people living on 
the Northern edge of the peninsula between the Bay of Riga and 
the Baltic Sea. Traditionally, they spoke Livonian, a Uralic lan- 
guage related to Estonian and Finnish. There are an estimated 250 
- 300 Livonians remaining in Latvia. In the mid-1990s there were 
only about 10 people who spoke Livonian as their mother tongue. 
The language was on the verge of extinction. In 1992, the Latvian 
government established a cultural historic protected territory 
(Livonian Coast)- containing all 12 of the Livonian villages. The 
Latvian government discouraged settlement of Latvians and other 
non-Livonians into the area. Furthermore, it’s forbidden for any- 
one to build a hotel, restaurant, other public establishment 
which may have an adverse effect on the Livonian culture. 

Today many Latvians claim to have some Livonian ancestry. In 
1991, following the collapse of the Soviet Union, Latvia regained 
its independence. The Latvian government officially recognized 
Livonians as an indigenous minority, and granted their language 
protection. All rights and property taken from them during Soviet 
rule was to be returned. 

The Maasai (Masai) are an east African tribe who inhabit 
part of southern Kenya and Northern Tanzania near the Ngorongoro 
crater. They speak the Maa language, part of the Nilotic language 
family. Maasai are one of the most renowned people of African 
tribes. During the 16% and 17%? centuries they migrated South 
from modern day Sudan and South Sudan. They were successful in 
animal husbandry especially herding cattle. Maasai warriors are 
known for their beautiful red hair, their height, and physical 
tenacity. They were brave and talented warriors, dominating the 
Rift Valley grasslands, adapting well to their environment. 
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“[Maasai] established a virtual monopoly of the Rift Valley grasslands all the 
way from the Uasin Gishu plateau in north-western Kenya to the Maasai steppe in 
north-central Tanzania, a distance of approximately 970 kilometres ...the Maasai predo- 
minance drove back and fundamentally changed the way of life of the older established 
Southern Paranilotic group.” (654). (By Mark Cartwright, November 18m 2019; Ancient 
History Encyclopedia: Maasai People). 

“In these fine pastures, in fact, the central Maasai sections succeeded ... in pursu- 
ing the pastoral ethic to its ultimate extreme,” as written by the UNESCO General His- 
tory of Africa Vol. II. (By Mark Cartwright, November 18, 2019; Ancient History Ency- 
clopedia; Maasai People). 

In 2019, there were approximately 1.9 million Maasai in Ken- 
ya, compared to just over 377,000 in 1989. The Tanzanian and Ken- 
yan governments have established programs to encourage the Maasai 
to give up their traditional semi-nomadic way of living; but many 
Maasai maintain their traditional ways. Maasai have a strong oral 
tradition which strengthened their belief that they were the only 
true pastoralists in East Africa, and superior to others espe- 
cially Dorobo (hunters). 

“GOD let down a bark-rope ... from the sky and began to let cattle down, until 
there were so many that they intermingled with those of the Dorobo. Then the Dorobo 
came, and when he could no longer recognize his cattle among those of the Maasai, he 
was angry and shot away the bark-rope with an arrow ...GOD caused the cattle to stop 
descending and he moved up into the sky, and was never seen on the ground again. 
Thus all the cattle which Maasai now own were first given to them by GOD,” quoted 
from P. Curtin’s African History, 113. (ibid). 

With the aforementioned attitude in mind, the Maasai contin- 
ued to expand their territory, sometimes called Maasailand. Dur- 
ing the 17*® and 18t centuries empty or sparsely populated lands 
were sought. Later, the population of tribes in the area in- 
creased, resulting in an increase in density and competition. By 
the 19t? century, the Maasai were forced to fight for their land 
and animal grazing rights. Maasai warriors were feared by other 
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tribes. Shields and spears were used, and their club-throwin 
abilities were unparalleled; with optimum accuracy up to 10 
metres. This expansion was followed by a catastrophe known as th 
Maasai ‘Emutai’ (1883-1902), bovine disease, rinderpest (infec- 
tious disease of ruminants, in particular cattle), and smallpox. 

The estimate first put forward by a German lieutenant in what was then North- 
west Tanganyika, was that, “90% of cattle and half of wild animals perished from rin- 
derpest. German doctors in the same area claimed that "every second" African had a 
pock-marked face as the result of smallpox. This period coincided with drought. Rains 
failed completely in 1897 and 1898.” (“Ecology Books and Journals”. Blackwell Publish- 
ing. Archived from the Original). 

"There were women wasted to skeletons from whose eyes the madness of starva- 
tion glared ... warriors scarcely able to crawl on all fours, and apathetic, languishing el- 
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ders. Swarms of vultures followed them from high, awaiting their certain victims." 
(Baumann 1894, Masailand). 

As a result of population increase, external pressure and 
interference by colonizers and other tribes, loss of cattle due 
to disease, poaching, a deficiency in rangelands, Maasai were 
forced to find new methods of sustaining themselves. Many turned 
to cultivating maize and other crops; this practice is viewed re- 
sentfully. Worse yet, in 1975, the Ngorongoro Conservation Area 
prohibited cultivation, forcing Maasai to enter Tanzania’s cash 
economy. They sold their animals and traditional medicines to 
purchase necessary items. 

Maasai culture is firmly patriarchal. Traditionally, a man’s 
prestige in the community was based on how many cattle he owned. 
Important group matters are usually decided by elderly men. Live- 
stock was a mark of prosperity. Bride price was paid in live- 
stock. Each and every Maasai tribal member belonged to a family, 
clan, and local group. Wealthier Maasai groups allowed some indi- 
viduals to perform other activities including basket making, re- 
ligion, cloth and fabric work, and religion. 

Maasai live in settlements of about a dozen huts per home- 
stead. A barrier made of thorns acts as a line of demarcation and 
protection for the household and livestock. Women build huts, 
milk cows, perform household chores, and are known for their 
beautiful beadwork. They’re considered inferior to men, her word 
is not worth much, little or no education, has no right to di- 
vorce, if widowed or divorced cannot marry again. If he she is 
widowed she’s inherited by a male member of her husband’s family. 
She has little to no options in improving herself; life expectan- 
cy for women is 45. Female circumcision is a practice of the Maa- 
sai. Men care for the cattle and protect members of the community 
from attacks and cattle bandits. 

Young Maasai men are expected to become warriors, but not 
all do. A prospective warrior must endure an open circumcision in 
front of the whole tribe without visibly indicating any sign of 
pain. Following healing, they’ll move on to the next stage, in- 
cluding spending months in the wild where they’re taught how to 
kill predators. 
The Maasai resisted occupation by the colonialists of cen- 
tral Kenya and helped other Kenyan tribes escape the slave tra- 
ders. They prevented slave catchers’ convoys from finding a safer 
route to Uganda by making it dangerous for them to go through 
Kenya. The Maasai fought the British (1890-1900) with spears 
against machine guns. By the early 20*° century, the Maasai could 
hardly resist the British. Thousands of Maasai had been killed, 
most livestock were taken and used to feed the occupying troops. 
In 1904 the British forced the brutalized Maasai to leave 
the fertile grazing land of the Rift Valley, and to make their 
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new home in the Southern Reserves in Narok, which were rife with 
diseases. For decades, the Maasai were neglected, left to whither 
away. Tanzania’s Maasai had to deal with foreigners acquiring 
‘rights’ to shoot animals on their land, to film people without 
their permission, and mineral prospecting that’s polluting the 
land. 

The Maori are an indigenous people of New Zealand. They 
trace their origin to eastern Polynesia, arriving in several 
waves of canoe voyages, the first in about 950 CE., followed by 
other waves until about 1350 CE., the latter evolved into modern- 
day Maori. Hundreds of years of isolation resulted in a unique 
culture, whose language, beliefs, traditions, art, and entertain- 
ment developed independently from those of other eastern Polyne- 
Sians. The new settlers arrived with their domesticated animals 
and plants; not all survived the new environment. Europeans began 
to arrive in New Zealand in the 17*® century, bringing about pro- 
found changes to the Maori way of life. Many Maori eventually 
adopted elements and behaviours of European society and culture. 
Initially, relations between the 2 peoples were, by comparison to 
other colonialist to indigenous peoples, friendly. Nevertheless, 
the Europeans came to stay and to acquire more land and gain con- 
trol. The British introduced alcohol and firearms to the Maori, 
along with new diseases, and large-scale land confiscations. The 
aforementioned devastated the Maori population. In 1840, the 2 
sides signed the Treaty of Waitangi; signed by Maori chiefs and 
representatives of the British crown. 

The treaty was supposed to grant the Maori recognition and 
protection by the British. By the 1860s, the 2 peoples wer 
fighting; the Maori fought for their personal, tribal, and land 
rights. The Maori people and culture hav njoyed a renaissance 
of sorts, supported by the Maori Protest Movement of the 1960s. 
Starting in the 1980s, New Zealand has focused more on bicultur- 
alism. 

“{Today}, Maori culture is an integral part of life in New Zealand, influencing ev- 
erything from cuisine to customs.” (www.newzealand.com: MAORI CULTURE). 

Maori is an official language in New Zealand, its normal to 
hear Te Reo Maori spoken; New Zealand Sign Language is the third 
language of the country. 


“In the 2013 Census, 21.3 percent of all Maori reported that they could hold a 
conversation in Maori about everyday things. This was a decrease from 23.7 percent in 
2006 and 25.2 percent in 2001. Of the 148,400 people (or 3.7 percent of the total New 
Zealand population) who could hold a conversation in Maori in 2013, 84.5 percent iden- 
tified as Maori.” (Maori Language Speakers: The Social Report - Te purongo orange tan- 
gata). 


More work needs to be done to correct past wrongs and those 
of the present. Compared to other New Zealanders, Maori acquire 
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less assets in their lifetime, and they face bigger social and 
economic problems. More than 50 percent of Maori live in areas in 
the 3 highest poverty deciles. This is just over twice the rat 
of non-Maoris. 14 percent of New Zealanders are Maori, but they 
comprise nearly 50 percent of the prison population. They’re more 
likely to be arrested for alcohol-related crimes and minor 
crimes. They have higher rates of unemployment, alcohol and drug 
abuse, obesity, and smoking, and endure more systemic racism. 

"I think we can refute any claims of there not being racism in the New Zealand 
police with their own data. Data shows that Maori are far more likely - almost nine 
times more likely - to have a dog set upon them, or to have an armed response in rela- 
tion to policing. 

Their [African-Americans] experience of racism and systemic injustice, those are 
experiences that resonate with us - they came from a different place, and different his- 
tories, so I wouldn't overplay that too much - but racism is racism, systemic injustice is 
systemic injustice. As human beings we can connect to that experience and voice our 
displeasure with it and stand in solidarity with any people that are subject to similar in- 
justices." (By Meriana Johnsen, June 2, 2020; RNV; No doubt racism exists in New Zeal- 
and Police - Maori law expert). 

The Mbuti (Bambuti), include several indigenous pygmy groups 
in the Congo region of Africa. They speak Sudanic and Bantu lan- 
guages. They live in the Ituri rainforest, an area comprising 
around 27,027.1511 square miles (70,000 square kilometres). There 
are between 30,000 and 40,000 Mbuti, including 4 distinct cul- 
tures. Sadly, many escaped to safety in resettlement camps near 
the Congolese city of Goma because of the savage fighting by ar- 
mies and militias in their forests. 

Mbuti practice hunting and gathering and live in groups of 
no more than 60 people, called bands. Each hut, which is small, 
round, and short-term, contains one family. Villages are usually 
scattered and far apart. Just before the dry season, Mbuti leave 
their village to the forest where they camp, forage, and set ani- 
mal traps. 

The Ituri rainforest receives 50 to 70 inches (127 to 177.8 
centimetres) of annual rainfall. On account of the moist and hu- 
mid conditions the Mbuti people and their animals endure recur- 
rent health problems. The Mbuti believe that the forest is their 
father, mother, protector, provider, and healer, because it forms 


the most important aspect of their livelihoods, gives them food, 
shelter, and clothing. They don’t believe in evil spirits or sor- 
cery. 


Mbuti eat antelope, ants, crabs, fish, larvae, monkeys, and 
snails; giant boars and rats are considered kweri, an unhealthy 
animal which may make those who eat it sick. These 2 animals are 
used in trade with the Bantu peoples. Non-animal foods eaten in- 
clude berries, fruits, honey, leaves, nuts, roots, and yams. They 
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hunt using bow and arrows, nets, and traps. Women and children 
drive the animals towards the traps. Mbuti sometimes supplement 
their diet by providing labour for nearby farmers, for which they 
receive external goods and vegetables. 

Mbuti practice patrilineal descent, residence following mar- 
riage is patrilocal. The family type is nuclear. Women’s main 
chores include cooking, obtaining water, cleaning, and repairing 
huts. Children are cared for by both parents. Internal conflicts 
are normally settled quickly, done through laughter, ridicule, 
and jokes. The camp clown has the responsibility of ending con- 
flicts through humour, using mime and antics to redirect the con- 
flict unto himself. There is no official method of settling dis- 
putes and crimes; no person can pass a sentence upon another. 


However, if an individual is obviously in the wrong punishment or 
thrashing may ensue. Settlement can be made by arguing or light 
fighting. 


Sadly, the forces of the ‘outside world’ can at times be 
quite horrible and devastating. Indigenous peoples often times 
find themselves the direct or indirect target of conflicts. More 
so, indigenous tribes are for the most part viewed as inferior 
and sub-human to outsiders. 

"They started killing people and eating them ... I saw them cutting up human 
flesh, then they were putting it on a fire to grill it. 1 got scared and ran away, not know- 
ing what else happened behind me,” said Amuzai N. a Mbuti who escaped a massacre 
by a rebel group in the Democratic Republic of Congo. (Bartleby.com: The African Pyg- 
my Genocide). 

The Mbuti and related tribes have suffered from numerous 
massacres in the past. In the mid-1970s, the government of the 
President of the Republic of the Congo, Mobuto Sese Seko Kuku 
Ngbendu wa Za Benga, deemed that many of the rich forests of the 
Congo were to become National Parks; Mbutis and related tribes 
were expelled. The tribes found themselves susceptible to other 
dangers. What later ensued during the civil war was a series of 
large-scale massacres, cannibalism, and rape. Local rebels be- 
lieved that eating the flesh of the targeted tribes-people would 
give them ‘magical powers’, and that sleeping with their women 
relieved back pain. The typical adult male Mbuti and related tri- 
besmen stood at 4 feet 11 inches (about 1.5 meters), small in 
stature, and living in small bands; they were defenceless. 

"We hear reports of [enemy] commanders feeding on sexual organs of pygmies 
{Mbutis}, apparently believing this would give them strength. We also have reports of 
pygmies {Mbutis} being forced to feed on the cooked remains of their colleagues,” said 
Sudi Alamasi, an official of Rally for Congolese Democracy-ML. (By James Astill in 
Nairobi, January 9, 2003; theguardian.com: Congo Rebels are Eating Pygmies, UN Says). 

The Mursi (Mun)are an agricultural-pastoralist ethnic tribe 
in Ethiopia. They are one of the most renowned tribes from the 
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Omo Valley in Southern Ethiopia. They mainly live in the Debub 
Omo Zone of the Southern Nations, Nationalities, and People’s Re- 
gion (SNNPR) near the border with South Sudan. Their territory is 
about 772.2 square miles (2,000 square kilometres) in size. Ac- 
cording to a 2007 Ethiopia census, there are roughly 7,500 Mursi 
people, of which 92.5 percent live in SNNPR, 448 live in urban 
areas. They speak the Mursi language, classified as Surmic, a 
part of the Nilo-Saharan language family. 

Mursi live a primitive way of life mostly free from the ame- 
nities of the modern world. Age plays a pivotal role in Mursi so- 
ciety, a general predictor of political power. Mature or elderly 
men are believed to be the wisest and most skilled, chosen to be 
leaders of their clan. Men perform light scarification on their 
shoulder following the killing of an enemy, and shave intricate 
patterns on their heads. During dancing and ceremonies they beau- 
tify much of their body with white chalk paint. Young single men 
engage in group stick fighting. The winner is carried on poles to 
anxious girls waiting near the fighting arena, who choose among 
themselves which one will ask him to marry her. Mursi women are 
known for their large pottery discs worn by them in their lower 
lip, which is pierced at age 15 or 16. It’s a gradual process 
which begins early in life. Today, this is an uncommon practice 
even among traditional indigenous peoples. 

Cattle ranching is the most important means of livelihood; 
the number of and the overall worth of cattle a family has is the 
main indicator of its status. Mursi grow crops near their settle- 
ments. Their traditions and history are conveyed orally from gen- 
eration to generation. 

Tourists come to see the Mursi, especially the women’s disc 
plates. Mursi don’t like it when tourists come to take photo- 
graphs of them: 

“they {tourists} are coming to take pictures of us as if we were monkeys in a 
zoo.” (vanishingworldphotography.com: The Mursi Tribe -Omo Valley). 

The future of the Mursi people appears perilous, emanating 
from external interference and intrusions. A massive hydro-elec- 
tric dam, Gibe III, was built on the Omo River in order to bol- 
ster large-scale commercial plantations that are forcing tribes 
off of their ancestral lands. Salini Costruttori, an Italian com- 
pany, began construction work on the dam in late 2006, and was 
successfully completed. The Ethiopian government wants to build 
Gibe IV and Gibe V. If done, it will obliterate a sensitive en- 
vironment and the means of living for the tribes, whose lives are 
intricately interwoven to the river and the annual floods. Hun- 
dreds of miles of irrigation canals are redirecting the essen- 
tial waters to the plantations. 

Worse yet, in 2011, the Ethiopian government started leasin 
out large tracts of fertile land in the lower Omo region to In- 
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dian, Italian, Korean, and Malaysian companies to plant biofuels 
and cash crops. Expulsion of Bodi, Kwegi, and Mursi from their 
lands has already begun. They were sent to resettlement areas to 
clear the path for the massive state-run Kuraz Sugar Project, af- 
fecting 370,658 acres (150,000 hectares), but may eventually ex- 
pand to 605,408 acres (245,000 hectares). 

“No adequate environmental or social impact assessments of the impact of the 
plantations and irrigation scheme have been carried out, nor have the indigenous inha- 
bitants of the valley given their free, prior and informed consent for these projects. Do- 
nors such as the UK and USA, the two largest providers of aid to Ethiopia, have made 
several visits to the region to investigate human rights abuses, but refuse to make pub- 
lic their findings, such as the reports from the latest donor visit in August 2014.” (survi- 
valinternational.org: The Omo Valley Tribes). 

The Nenets (Samoyeds)are a Samoyedic ethnic group from 

Northern Arctic Russia. According to a 2010 census there were 
more than 42,000 tundra Nenets in the Russian Federation, one of 
the largest indigenous groups in Northern Siberia. They speak 
Tundra or Forest Nenets languages. A unilingual of either lan- 
guage cannot comprehend the other. In addition, many Nenets speak 
Russian. The elders speak Nenets, but their numbers are decreas- 
ing; this is why UNESCO (The United Nations Educational, Scienti- 
fic and Cultural Organization) has classified Nenets as an endan- 
gered language. The Nenets’ legal status is that of ‘indigenous 
small-numbered people’. 
From Russian, the word ‘Samoyed’ is offensive; it means 
‘self-eater’. The Nenets are Russia’s most archetypical reindeer 
peoples, performing their exemplary herding-style to this day. 
They’ re mainly reindeer herders and breeders. Reindeer are an es- 
sential source of food, shelter (skin tents), and travel. 

Nenets have been slowly making their way up the Yamal penin- 

sula annually for a millennium. Reindeer meat is the most essen- 
tial part of the Nenets’ diet. Sometimes, the meat is eaten raw 
or frozen. Nenets eat the meat while drinking the warm blood, 
which is packed with vitamins and minerals, and warms them up. 
Fish and berries are other foods eaten. Nenet homes are teepee- 
like tents (called choom or mya) made from reindeer skins placed 
on massive, long, wooden poles; tents normally house one family. 
During migration, the tents are moved. Transportation apparatus 
include sledges and caravans loaded with belongings and supplies 
that are placed in a half circle near the tent. Sometimes Nenets 
must carry a stick with them when relieving themselves, in order 
to ward off any reindeer seeking salty fluids. 
The Nenets have survived the horrible Soviet collectiviza- 
tion of reindeer herding and Stalin’s ethnic cleansing activ- 
ities. Today, they have additional problems including climate 
change and exploration for valuable natural resources by outsi- 
ders, who are much more powerful and numerous in numbers. 
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Collectivization was re-invigorated after Stalin’s reign. In 
1961, the Soviet Union set up several state-run farms. Herders 
were given fixed contracts and worked for a salary. Today, only 
20 percent is controlled by the regional government. 

The Yamal Megaproject is a scheme to extract the gas in the 
peninsula that began in the 1990s. Billions of cubic meters will 
be piped to western Europe to collect gas. This will likely have 
adverse consequences on Nenet reindeer migrations. During migra- 
tion Nenet herders see pipelines, drilling towers, and roads that 
are drastically altering the tundra landscape, making it more 
difficult for them to migrate. The Obskaya-Bovanenkovo Railway 
Line is the most Northernmost in the world, built by Gazprom, the 
same company that initiated the Yamal Megaproject. This is an- 
other serious migration disruptor. 

The Nubians are an indigenous group living in Northern Sudan 
and Southern Egypt especially along the Nile River in Egypt. 
This area is known as ‘Nubia’ or ‘Old Nubia’ by Nubians and their 
supporters and sympathizers. Nubian origins can be traced back to 
the primitive sub-Saharan African residents of the Nile valley, 
believed to be one of the first cradles of civilization; some of 
which are the Hill Nubians living in the Northern Nuba Mountains 
in South Kordofan Sudan. Nubians speak Arabic, along with their 
language, Rotana; various dialects have survived. 

Nubians have a history that dates back to the Palaeolithic 
era. They’re descendants of ancient African communities, civili- 
zations, and empires, spanning across the North-east of Africa. 
Christianity was introduced to the Nubians in the 4*® century. In 
the 15t8 and 16° centuries Islam was introduced to the Nubians. 
Most Nubians converted to Islam during Arab rule. The modern Re- 
public of Sudan was established in 1956, acquiring its borders 
from Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, established in 1899. The establishment 
of Sudan and Egypt as legal countries with recognized borders was 
a major blow to the Nubians. They were partitioned between 2 
countries that were considerably more powerful, numerous, and 
wealthier than them. And the governments had a colonialist-atti- 
tude, relegating the Nubians to an inferior status. They were 
neither brown, Caucasian, or African Arabs. 

The rich history and culture of Nubia endured onslaughts 
from the British empire and later the Egyptian governments. The 
building of dams resulted in the expulsion and transfer of large 
numbers of Nubians. The Aswan High Dam, built in 1970, trans- 
formed most of Nubia into the Lake Nasser Reservoir. In effect, 
these ancestral lands were flooded beyond repair or retrieval. 
The majority of Nubians had no choice but to relocate inland to 
Kom Ombo, others were scattered along the Nile and its islands. 
By 1970, at least 50,000 Nubians were forcefully transferred as a 
result of these massive plans. They lost their homes on the fer- 
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tile Nile, their farms, livelihoods, and security. Worse yet, 
their descendants are also suffering. There was no large-scale 
international aid to help the Nubians relocate. 

“Thus, when the Egyptian monarchy decided in 1933 to legalize the flooding of a 
number of Nubian villages, the then-Egyptian government of Ismail Sidqi innovated a 
“Special Law” to legitimise the seizure of Nubian-owned lands - in the process ignoring 
Law Number 27 of the year 1906, which regulated the process of stripping private own- 
ership for public benefit.” (By Ramy Yahya, August 17, 2019; raseef22.net: Nubia and 
the Nubians: The Untold Story). 

The Egyptian government ‘assured’ the Nubians that they’d be 
compensated; Nubians are still waiting. But what kind of compen- 
sation can be given for the loss of priceless archaeological 
Sites and artefacts? Valuable historical documentation has been 
submerged underwater. Throughout much of the world, including 
Egypt, development and modernity are far more pressing matters 
than cultural preservation and custom. Nubians in Egypt are mar- 
ginalized and discriminated against, often holding menial jobs. 
In Egypt, they’re commonly identified as Sa’eedi (from the 
South). 

Traditional Nubian lands are being sold or offered by the 

Egyptian government to rich investors and high-ranking military 
personnel. In Egypt, Nubians aren’t even granted the right to 
peacefully protest against highly discriminatory, harmful govern- 
ment policies. Front Line Defenders vehemently condemn the perse- 
cution of human rights defenders in Egypt; 32 of them were facing 
trial on December 12, 2017. The charges included inciting pro- 
test, disruption of public order, and participation in an illegal 
protest (Note: all protests against the dictator, President Abd 
Al-Fatah Al-Sisi, his government, or the Egyptian authorities is 
illegal). 
The activists were protesting Presidential Decrees 355 and 
498, issued in August and December of 2016, which order the con- 
fiscation of 1,100 acres of Nubian land, and could be a catalyst 
for subsequent forced evictions of Nubians who’d been uprooted 
before. Dozens of arrests of Nubians occurred in September and 
October, 2017. Gamal Sorour, one of the arrested activists, died 
due to medical negligence in the notorious Aswan Prison on Novem- 
ber 53. 20) 

“The Egyptian government has extended its infamous crackdown on human 
rights defenders to Aswan, persecuting Nubian activists in 2017 in a way the community 
has never seen before ... Egypt has targetted Nubian rights defenders with mass arrests, 
defamation, surveillance, threats to their families, and allowed the death of an unjustly 
detained HRD who died in a cell he never should have been in.” (December 11, 2017; 
frontlinedefenders.org: Egypt: Nubian Human Rights Defenders on Trial for Peacefully 
Protesting). 

The Nubians of Kenya are one of Kenya’s most ignored and ne- 
glected people. They live in the Kibera slums of Nairobi. Their 
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history in Kenya began in 1820, when they trekked from Sudan to 
Kenya. Kibera was designated by the British Colonial Government 
as a settlement for the Nubian former soldiers and their depen- 
dents who fought for the British during the Second World War. The 
population of Nubians throughout Kenya is believed to be over 
200,000. There are several small ethnic groups within the Nubian 
population therein. They are predominately Muslims. Cousins are 
allowed to marry, a taboo for some of the other cultures in the 
region. 

Traditionally, Nubians have a patriarchal order whereby, wo- 
men and children are secondary to adult males. Nubian phenotype 
is African black, some are jet black, some are really tall; brown 
biracial Nubians is usually a result of intermixing with Arabs. 
Traditional dress style is African-Islamic. In Nubian society, 
pregnancy and the birth of a child are highly prized. A child is 
a gift from GOD and a continuation of life. At the time of birth 
the father or other another close relative recites the Adhan (Is- 
lamic call to prayer) and inducts the infant into the Islamic 
faith. Boys are circumcised 7 days after birth. The community 
takes care of the mother so she can take care of the child more 
easily. Within the first 40 days the mother should cook for the 
husband. Sex is forbidden during this period so the mother can 
heal from the birthing ordeal. Traditionally, most Nubians ate 
what they grew near the Nile River. They have their own unique 
cuisine. Unfortunately, because many Nubians have been driven off 
their lands, they’ve been forced to eat the foods of the society 
around them. 

The Nukak (Nukak-Maku) people live between the Guaviere and 

Inirida rivers in south-east Columbia, deep in the tropic humid 
forest. There are 6 known groups of Maku peoples. They are predo- 
minately hunter-gatherers, but also do some shifting cultivation, 
a method of agriculture practiced in tropical Africa, involving 
the clearing of a plot of land for vegetation and then cultivat- 
ing it for a few years, then not used for a new plot of land un- 
til its fertility has been restored. 
The Nukak were an uncontacted people until 1981. It was a 
devastating occurrence, eventually reducing their population by 
half. Traditionally, they lived in groups of of up to 30 persons, 
deep in the forest away from the rivers. They are normally on the 
move, only spending a few days in any one area. Possessions are 
few and easily carried. Nukak homes are lightweight, made of wood 
and palm-leaves. Each family has its own hearth, used to maintain 
warmth, cook, and to burn plants to keep flying insects away. A 
man may have several wives, however, but having one wife is the 
most common. 

The Nukak are talented hunters. They eat fish, monkeys, 
game, birds and their eggs, turtle, fruits and vegetables, nuts, 
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insects, and honey. The men hunt with blowguns tipped with cur- 
are, a common poison used by indigenous peoples in South America. 

Knowing it was for their own safety and well-being, the Nu- 
kak tried to avoid all contact with outsiders. But in 1988, a 
group of about 40 Nukak arrived without notice at a newly-founded 
colonists town called Calamar. The Nukak believed that the land 
was theirs. Their arrival and presence made headline news in Co- 
lumbia and elsewhere. But the regular contact with outsiders had 
a devastating effect, introducing malaria, measles, flu, and pul- 
monary diseases, along with logging, cocoa farms, left-wing FARC 
guerillas, right-wing paramilitaries, the Columbian Army, the 
drug cartel, and missionaries, in particular the New Tribes Mis- 
sion. It was nothing short of overwhelming. 

"For thousands of years the Nukak lived peacefully in their forest. Then the 
white man arrived. In the 20-odd years since, half their population has been wiped out, 
their territory has been invaded, and they've been driven out of the forest," said Stephen 
Corry, director of Survival International in the UK. 

"There's little doubt that if the authorities allow this to continue, the Nukak stand 
little chance of survival." (By William Lloyd George, February 5, 2012; theguardian.com: 
Colombia's Nukak Maku tribe faces extinction). 

A young Nukak woman named Monica describes in brief, her 
peoples’ expulsion from their territory by FARC left wing gueril- 
las that took place in 2012: 

‘we fled day and night through the jungle. Finally we arrived in this place, no 
one is happy here {a dismal place half the size of a soccer field}.” (ibid). 

Following this one particular expulsion the Nukak say their 
new ‘home’ is deficient for hunting and fishing. Nearby farmers 
become infuriated when Nukak go hunting in the forests. Accion 
Social, the Columbian government’s aid organization, delivers 
provisions. But Nukak women say it’s not enough. The drastic 
change in their diet has harmed the Nukak peoples’ health. Many 
of the people appear sickly and underfed. At the time of this re- 
port, Sandra, a young Nukak mother, had a one year-old daughter 
named Kelly, who had the physical appearance of a six month old 
baby. 

"They often forget to bring us the rations, and sometimes it is not enough ... We 
do not like some of the things they give us, our bodies are not used to it," says Sandra. 
(ibid). 

The Ogiek (Okiek, Akiek) are an indigenous people living 
mainly in Kenya’s Mau and Mount Elgon Forests, located in North- 
ern Tanzania, Southern Kenya, and Western Kenya. There are about 
52,600 Ogiek, but Akiek language speakers may only be 500. Ogiek 
are mainly hunter-gatherers, many are bilingual; they also a 
nearby African language. They have multiple land claims against 
the government of Kenya; they’re fighting to remain in their an- 
cestral homeland. In the past, the government expelled them from 
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the forests; the cover story was to protect the forest. The truth 


is that the Ogiek pose no threat to the environment or the for- 
est, in fact, like many other forest peoples, they’r ither neu- 
tral to or guardians of the forest. It’s the greedy, land-grab- 


bing outsiders that are almost always a threat to the forests. 
The following 3 quotes were extracted via ogiek.org: The Ogiek 
People: 

According to Marshall Sahlins, an anthropologist, “The world's most primitive 
people have few possessions, but they are not poor. Poverty is not a certain small 
amount of goods, nor is it just a relation between means and ends; above all it is a rela- 
tion between people. Poverty is a social status. As such it is the invention of civiliza- 
tion.” (Stone Age Economics, 1974, p. 37). 

"However much we may detest admitting it, the fact remains that there would be 
no exploitation if people refused to obey the exploiter. But self comes in and we hug the 
chains that bind us. This must cease," said the late Mohandis Karamchand Ghandi, a 
world-renowned social activist and politician; also a lawyer, and writer. 

“The right to be let alone is indeed the beginning of all freedom,” said William 
Orville Douglass, public official, legal educator, and associate Justice of the U.S. Su- 
preme Court. 

On May 26, 2017, the Ogiek people won a case against the 
government of Kenya at the African Court of Human and People’s 
Rights (AFCHPR). The court ruled that the government of Kenya had 
violated the 7 articles of The African Charter on Human and Peo- 
ple’s Rights; the government of Kenya is a signatory with the di- 
rective to defend fundamental human rights. In spite of their 
court victory, nothing tangible has been carried out. The result 
has been continued suffering, including forced evictions, land 
theft, and land removal. 

The Ogiek People’s Development Program (OPDP) is a Kenyan- 
based NGO (Non-Governmental Organization) established in 1999. It 
was formed by Ogiek elders, intellectual leaders, and profession- 
als following long historical injustices that prevented the Ogiek 
community of their rights as citizens of Kenya: 

“Working for a Just and Equitable Society by Promoting Sustainable Livelihoods 
of Ogiek Community.” (ogiekpeoples.org: Who We Are). 

The Orang Rimba (Orang Batin Sembilan) are predominately no- 
madic animists who live in the forests of South-east Sumatra. The 
nearby non-Indigenous population as a whole, calls the Orang Rim- 
ba ‘Kubu’, a highly pejorative word. In the Malay language it 
could entail a defensive rampart, entrenchment, or safe haven. 
However, when it’s used to describe the Orang Rimba the word has 
a different meaning: 

"It {Kubu} means that they are very dirty, they are garbage, you can't even look 
because it is so disgusting. It also means primitive, stupid, bad smelling - basically pre- 
human. People say their evolution is not complete,” said anthropologist Butut Manur- 
ung, who has lived with the Orang Rimba for many years. (By Rebecca Henschke, No- 
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vember 17, 2017; bbb.com: Indonesia’s Orang Rimba: Forced to Renounce their Faith). 

During the early period of contact Europeans labelled the 
‘Kubu’ as ‘tame’ or ‘civilized’ (Orang Batin Sembilan), or ‘wild’ 
and ‘uncivilized’ (Orang Rimba). Naturally, it was the colonial- 
ists who determined who belonged in which category. Slash-and- 
burn Kubu were civilized, and those who lived deep in the forests 
were wild. Most Orang fell into the category of ‘civilized’. 

Orang Rimba are persecuted by the Indonesian government and 
the external society in general. Their animistic faith and way of 
life are not accepted by the government. Their forests and ances- 
tral homelands are being destroyed by the palm oil plantation and 
timber industries. Furthermore, many have been forced to convert 
to another religion because their religions are not recognized by 
the Indonesian government. Recognized religions include Buddhism, 
Catholicism, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, and Protestantism. 

"We have been around before the new religions arrived, but now it's like they rule 
us, and want to clean us from this country. We have to fight back. They reached the 
point of complete hopelessness and saw that embracing one of the official religions 
would probably help them come out of this very bad situation. It is a matter of survival,” 
said Rukka Sambolinggi, head of the Indigenous Peoples Alliance of the Archipelago. 
(ibid). 

The Islamic Defenders Front have been accused of inciting 
religious violence against the animists in order to ease conver- 
sion to Islam. 

“There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the religion. The right course 
has become clear from the wrong. So whoever disbelieves in Taghut (False Deities) and 
believes in ALLAH has grasped the most trustworthy handhold with no break in it. And 
Allah is Hearing and Knowing.” (Noble Quran, 2:256). 

Ustadh Reyhan, from the Islamic missionary group Hidayatul- 
lah, was living amongst the Orang Rimba to ensure that they prac- 
tice their newfound faith. 

"For now we are focusing on the children. It's easier to convert them - their mind 
isn't filled with other things. With the older ones it's harder. Before Islam they just be- 
lieved in spirits, gods and goddesses, not the supreme god ALLAH. When someone died, 
they didn't even bury the dead, they just would leave the body in the forest. Now their 
life has meaning and direction. "[Before] they lived in the forest. They just lived for each 
day, each moment. When they died, they died. But now they have a religion, they know 
there is an afterlife." (By Rebecca Henschke, November 17, 2017; Indonesia’s Orang 
Rimba: Forced to Renounce their Faith). 

Muhammad Yusuf-Yuguk, had survival on his mind when he mad 
the conversion. It was a matter of he and his family be granted 
the same opportunities in life as the outsiders. In his opinion, 
they had no other viable options. He, like many other Orang Rim- 
ba, believe that the outsiders are ‘people of the light’ because 
they often live under the sun, as opposed to the ‘people of the 
jungle’. 

There are an estimated 3,000 Orang Rimba in Jambi province 
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in Central Sumatra. The area spans across 148,000 acres (60,000 
hectares). The forest does not look like it did in the past. 
There was a time when the forest was very beautiful and full of 
massive trees. Today, large swaths of forest have disappeared. It 
didn’t take long for this to happen. The palm plantation corpora- 
tions and their local minions began to burn the forest without 
mercy. The massive 2015 fires burned more than 21,000 sq km of 
forest and peat land, severely exacerbated by a seasonal drought 
which helped spread the blazes. Ever single year, plantation own- 
ers start fires to clear the land, with terrible consequences on 
the forest, environment, and indigenous peoples. Nevertheless, 
the Orang Rimba are still fighting for their human and land 
rights. 

“Our main goal is to preserve the forest according to the customary traditions of 
our people. If there’s no forest, there’s no Orang Rimba and the other way round,” says 
Bepak Pengusai, head of customs in a rombong, or group area, belonging to the Orang 
Rimba, an aboriginal people in Sumatra. (By Angel L. Martinez Cantera in Jambi, Suma- 
tra, June 7, 2016; Indonesia’s Forest Fires Threaten Sumatra’s Remaining Orang Rim- 
ba). 


The expansion and intrusion of the palm plantation corpora- 
tions and massive slash-and-burn activities has gradually expel- 
led the 11 tribes that make up the community in Jambi’s Bukit 
Duabelas National Park, which has shrunk by an estimated 30 per- 
cent. The government usually holds indigenous people responsible, 
but doesn’t punish the powerful corporations that stimulate the 
fires. In October 2015, President Joko Widodo declared that there 
would be new housing for the Orang Rimba on 6,177 acres (2,500 
hectares) of forest in Jambi after a meeting with tribal leaders. 
This tiny gesture will neither protect the forest or solve the 
Orang Rimba’s existential problems. They want to live on their 
own land following their tradition. 

“We don’t refuse assistance from outside if it benefits us, because we know we 
can’t fight modernity ourselves and alone. But the jungle belongs to the Orang Rimba,” 
said Bepak Pengusai. (ibid). 

“The majority of Orang Rimba do not wish for a ‘house’ by Indonesian standards 
... Their home is the forest. Their landscape must be restored for their very survival. 
Otherwise, history will record that the government of Indonesia successfully pushed the 
Orang Rimba to extinction,” said Rukka Sambolinggi. (ibid). 

The Piraha are an indigenous people of the Amazon rainforest 
in Brazil. They live on the coast of the Amazon River. They call 
themselves Hiaitsiihi, a group of human beings or bodies that 
distinguishes them from other human beings. There are 300 to 400 
Piraha. The Piraha are known as the people of the Maici river, 
and some say the happiest people in the world. They speak the 
Piraha language. They are hunter-gatherers, able to communicate 
quite well by whistling, cries, and ‘eat speech’, which also 
helps them when hunting. Most men can understand Portuguese, but 
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some have a hard time communicating in the language. In general, 
women have little to no understanding of Portuguese, from not 
having contact with Portuguese-speaking individuals. Piraha are 
descendants of, and are the last surviving sub-group of the Mura. 

Piraha society as a whole does not use force or coercion; 
people don’t order others around. There’s no official hierarchy, 
and no designated leaders. Canoes are used for fishing and for 
travel by river. When canoes break or run their course, slabs of 
bark are used in their place but for short-term use. Huts are ba- 
Sic, containing a few articles. Piraha sleep for short periods of 
time, rarely sleeping through a night. 

Piraha are simple people who don’t care about not having the 
modern amenities of this world. Piraha live for the here and now, 
forgetting what’s not essential; only a few members of the tribe 
can remember the names of their grandparents. The list below was 
extracted from Alexander Mishkov, documentarytube.com: HOW THE 
PIRAHA PEOPLE BECAME THE HAPPIEST TRIBE IN THE WORLD?: 


= 


. They can’t count and they know only 2 numbers, which are ‘some’ and 
‘many’ 
2. They know only 2 colours, ‘dark’ and ‘light’ 
3. The Piraha people know neither dates nor calendars 
4. They eat just 1 or 2 times per day 
5. The Piraha people sleep from time to time for 20 minutes, believing that sleeping for 
a long time deprives them of powers 
6. There are only 3 degrees of a relationship, which are a baby, a parent, and a sibling 
7. There is no hierarchy, no theft, no crime 
8. The Piraha have no property or prejudices 
9g. They sing during the night and believe dreams and reality are equally important 
10. Once every 7 years, they change their names 


The Piraha have an unusual naming system which is strongly 
connected to their cosmology. A person receives his or her first 
name while still in its mother’s womb. This ‘first name’ is be- 
lieved to be responsible for the creation of their bodies. If the 
person survives, he or she will receive additional names from 
beings living in the different layers of the cosmos. 

The Piraha were first discovered by non-Indians at the end 
of the 19% centur. Nimuendaju came across the Piraha on the Mar- 
melos river (Portuguese: Rios dos Marmelos) and again on the Mai- 
ci river. In 1921, FUNAI established a post on the Maici river in 
order to have normal contact with the Piraha. Nimuendaju believed 
that the Piraha were content with their poverty and until then 
had given little thought regarding the advantages of civiliza- 
tion, excluding tools, they had little contact with non-Indians, 
were lazy but peaceful, till then, no recorded hostility towards 
‘civilized people’. But there were conflicts with nearby Indian 
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peoples. The American linguist-anthropologist Daniel Everett 
gives a contrasting opinion: 

“The Piraha are supremely gifted in all the ways necessary to ensure their contin- 
ued survival in the jungle: they know the usefulness and location of all important plants 
in their area; they understand the behaviour of local animals and how to catch and 
avoid them; and they can walk into the jungle naked, with no tools or weapons, and 
walk out three days later with baskets of fruit, nuts, and small game.” (John Colapinto, 
April 16, 2007; “The Interpreter: Has a Remote Amazonian Tribe Upended Our Under- 
standing of Language?.” The New Yorker). 

The Rabari people (Rawari, Desai) are an indigenous tribal 


caste of nomadic herders of cattle and camels, and are shepherds 
that live in different regions of Northwest India mainly the 
states of Gujarat, Punjabi, and Rajasthan (a state in Northern 
India). Other Rabari groups are found in Pakistan mainly Sindh 


Desert. The word ‘Rabari’ means ‘outsiders’, a good description 
of their main occupation and status within Indian society. 
Exactly where the Rabari originated from is not known. One 
theory holds that the Rabari migrated to India from Iran via Af- 
ghanistan through Baluchistan about a millennium ago. Another 
theory supposes that there’s a clearer link to Rajputs of Rajas- 
than. 
Most Rabari follow the Hindu faith. Officially, there are 
133 sub casts. They believe that they were created by Matadevi 
(Pavarti), the companion of Lord Shiva and mother goddess of In- 
dia. One of the interpretations of the story is that she cleaned 
dust and sweat from Shiva as he ruminated deeply and moulded a 
camel from dirt. Another Interpretation is that Shiva created the 
first camel for her for amusement, but the camel kept running 
away. Parvati created the first Rabari to care for it. This is 
probably why the Rabari consider themselves their herd’s guar- 
dians rather than their owners. For the Rabari, keeping animals 
is an almost sacred occupation. 
By tradition, Rabari were nomadic, living in tents or out in 
the open, raising camels, cattle, and goats. The full nomadic 
lifestyle is now less acceptable in India. Today only a fraction 
of Rabari live a truly nomadic lifestyle. Most are on the out- 
skirts of cities, towns, and villages, living a semi-nomadic 
lifestyle, following the seasonal rains and then returning to 
their villages. While the men are searching for grazing pastures 
for their livestock, the women and children are in the villages. 
Rabari women are an important part of the economic and religious 
domains. The Rabari believe the institution of marriage is very 
important. Traditionally, weddings were lavish events, occurring 
on a specific day of the year, the feast of Gokalashtami Day. 
Strangers and visitors to weddings are not welcome, and are told 
so, bluntly. Robari are generally friendly and hospitable, but 
not on this day. Rabari practice endogamy, and usually within 
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closely related families. Remarriage is allowed for the widow and 
widower. 

Going to the local village or town market is an essential 
part of daily life. Rabari women sell and trade milk, milk by- 
products, wool, and leather, in order to buy goods they don’t 
produce themselves. Rabari women are known for their extraordin- 
ary art, especially the decorating of their homes and villages. 
The wool is spun from sheep and goats, which is given to local 
weavers to produce their blankets, veils, woollen skirts, and 
turbans. Due to the pressures of modernization, Rabari are aban- 
doning their customary dress for modern clothing. 

The Rohingya people are an indigenous ethnic minority group 
in Arakan (Rakhine) State, in what was previously known as Burma, 
now called Myanmar. Rohingya families can contain from a few mem- 
bers to many children. Prior to the 2015 Rohingya refugee cata- 
strophe and the large-scale military atrocities of 2016 - 2017, 
there were an estimated 1.3 million Rohingya in Myanmar. Their 
worldwide population is estimated at 3.5 million. Because insti- 
tutionalized racism, persecution, discrimination, and violence 
many have left the area to live in Australia, Europe, New Zeal- 
and, North America, the Gulf States, Pakistan, Southeast Asia, 
and elsewhere. Large refugee communities have been set up in Ban- 
gladesh, Malaysia, and Thailand. Many more are internally dis- 
placed persons (IDP) in Myanmar. 

The Rohingya speak an Indo-Aryan sub-category of the Indo- 
European language family. Rohingya has been written in Arabic, 
Hanifi, Roman, Urdu, and Burmese script. But due to continuous 
persecution most Rohingya are illiterate, only a minority of Ro- 
hingya are given an opportunity to attain higher education. Many 
are now unemployed. Up to 98 percent of Rohingya are Muslims, the 
remainder are Hindus and Christians. They have a tight social and 
familial bond emanating from their Islamic faith. Commonly, men 
pray in congregational prayers at the mosque or at home, women 
pray at home. Many men wear beards, the majority of women wear a 
hijab or burka. The Myanmar Government does not recognize the Ro- 
hingya as a ‘national race’, as such, they were stripped of their 
citizenship rights under the 1982 Citizenship Law; thus, they be- 
came unrecognized foreigners, without citizenship rights in their 
own country. This being the case, irrespective of the fact that 
the Rohingya have a very long, continuous history on their land. 

In numerous conflicts around the world rape, sexual vio- 
lence, and other related crimes, specifically directed at women 
and girls, and to a considerably lesser extent boys and men, have 
been, and are currently being used as a powerful weapon to de- 
stroy the honour, dignity, and self-respect of the victims, and 
as a tool for mass expulsions and ethnic cleansing. Notwithstand- 
ing the passage in April 2019 of UN Security Council Resolution 
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2467, which is designed to increase justice and accountability 
pertaining to cases of wartime rape, governments aren’t taking 
appropriate action. The Rohingya Muslims have endured mass 
slaughter, rape and torture, the burning and destruction of 
countless villages, looting, and large-scale ethnic cleansing. 

“We've seen ethnic cleansing in Rakhine state before, when HRW documented 
ethnic cleansing against the Rohingya in 2012. No one was held responsible for those 
atrocities, everything was swept under the rug by the Myanmar government. No one 
should forget either that the Myanmar military conducted similar security sweeps and 
committed atrocities against the Rohingya in 1978 and 1992, driving hundreds of thou- 
sands of Rohingya into Bangladesh in both instances," said Phil Robertson, Deputy Di- 
rector of the Asia Division of Human Rights Watch. (By Will Worley, November 25, 
2016; independent.co.uk: Rohingya Muslims Being ‘Ethnically Cleansed’). 

Acts of rape by Myanmar military forces is thorough and 
well-organized. Many women and girls have conveyed horrible rape 
stories, but fearing that the authorities will kill them or their 
relatives if they speak out, victims use aliases. 

R, a 13 year-old girl was fearful of Myanmar military per- 
sonnel. In August 2016, 10 soldiers smashed their way into R’s 
house. They seized her 2 younger brothers, tied them to a tree 
then physically assaulted them. R tried to flee the area, but 
they snagged her. They tied her arms to 2 trees, forcefully 
pulled off her earrings and bracelets, and pulled off her 
clothes. R screamed at the men, asking them to stop; they spat on 
her. The agonizing pain began during the first rape. Shockingly, 
she was raped by 10 men. She passed out. 

R’s elder brothers carried her to the border. As soon as 

they were in Bangladesh a physician gave her emergency contracep- 
tives. R desperately misses her younger brothers. She has night- 
mares on a regular basis, and has little or no appetite for food. 
She said that before she was gang-raped she was pretty. Some Ro- 
hingya rape victims are blamed by their families (what was she 
supposed to do? What could she have done? Could the blamers have 
done any better to defend themselves?). This is a common occur- 
rence in many cultures around the world. 
In August 2017, K and her family were eating breakfast, sud- 
denly they heard some other villagers screaming. Her husband and 
3 elder brothers ran out the door. K couldn’t do that because she 
was pregnant and was caring for 2 toddlers. The men forced their 
way in, threw K on the bed, yanked off her jewellery and took the 
money she had hidden in her blouse. They ripped off her clothes 
and then tied her hands and feet with a rope. She tried to re- 
sist, so they choked her. Then they proceeded to rape her. 

She was too horrified to move. One of the rapists put a 
knife near her eye, another rapist put a gun to her chest. This 
happened while the third man was raping her. When he finished, 
they switched places, doing this another time, until all 3 men 
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had raped her. K started bleeding; she believed that her foetus 
was dying. She passed out, awakening after the rapists had left. 
Sadly, her husband blamed her for the assault, berating her for 
not running away. K’s family was able to flee to Bangladesh. 2 
weeks later, K gave birth to a boy. 

M was at home with her husband, sister-in-law, and sister- 
in-law’s brother in late August 2017. Security forces invaded 
their village. The men fled, neglecting M, and her sister-in-law 
who was taking a shower. 3 men kicked the door open, then tied 
M’s sister-in-law’s hands behind her back. They dragged her sis- 
ter-in-law out of the shower. Like beasts, they bit her face and 
body so hard flesh was torn off. The 3 men raped her, then stab- 
bed her breasts and torso with their knives, killing her. 

One of the rapists approached M, pulled off her clothes and 
snatched her earrings. He unzipped his pants and then pushed her 
onto her back. He proceeded to rape her, choking her and punching 
her in the face and chest, then bit her eyebrow, a real beast. 
She was terrified at the prospect of being killed like her sis- 
ter-in-law. Thankfully, she mustered enough courage to scream as 
loud as she could, the rapists fled as the neighbours began to 
converge upon M’s house. She has made it clear that she doesn’t 
want to return to Myanmar. 

“How can I go where there is all this pain and suffering.” (Original Source: Asso- 
ciated Press; Updated December 13, 2017; accessed via nbcnews.com: 21 Rohingya Wo- 
men Detail Systemic, Brutal Rapes by Myanmar Armed Forces). 

The sad truth is that of the million Rohingya Muslims who 
fled to Bangladesh and elsewhere, many boys and men were also 
raped. In both mainstream cultures of the Rohingya and Bangla- 
desh, boys and men who are raped, specially under the current 
circumstances are too ashamed and afraid to tell their story. If 
they do, it’s to foreign activists, journalists, and investiga- 
tors. Many of these victims suffer in silence, and under severe 
hardship in Kutupalong and other filthy, overcrowded unforgiving 
refugee camps. 

"They took me into an open space in a valley nearby and beat me up badly. Then 
I was raped, just like they would rape a woman, they kept me there till 4 in the morn- 
ing, The very thought of this brutal experience makes me go into severe depression, I 
feel so traumatised. I go through much mental anguish and pain most of the time. It's 
unbearable,” a 41-year-old Rohingya told Al Jazeera. (October 28, 2019; aljazeera.com: 
Male Rohingya Rape Victims ‘Too Ashamed’ to Come Forward). 

As with their female counterparts, the Myanmar military sex- 
ual attacks against Rohingya boys and men were well organized. A 
45 year-old man admits being sexually assaulted by Myanmar sol- 
diers in 2006. Ever since the assault, he has been stricken by 
chronic depression. 

"They {stripped} me naked and first penetrated me with a stick. {Then} one of the 
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border policemen raped me, later they sent me to a jail. Even if there is justice, my trau- 
ma will never end, only my death will relieve me from this pain. Just a few days ago a 
friend of mine with a similar experience died," he told Al-Jazeera. (ibid). 

According to a 2018 United Nations research publication re- 
garding how many Rohingya boys and men were victimized by sexual 
abuse: 

"The data available is not huge, but... 14.3 percent of respondents under the [UN] 
study ... reported being victims of sexual violence, which is a fairly stark finding," Inter- 
national Organization of Migration spokesman George McLeod told Al Jazeera. (ibid). 

Alarm is rising for the estimated 1 million refugees that 
live in filthy, overcrowded, restricted refugee camps of Cox Ba- 
zaar (a city, fishing port, tourism centre, and district head- 
quarters in Southeastern Bangladesh, it contains the largest re- 
fugee camp in the world. In May 2020, a Rohingya man tested posi- 
tive for COVID-19. Health experts have warned that the virus 
could rapidly spread through the crowded, filthy sewage-strewn 
alleys of the camps in Cox’s Bazaar district. The victimized, 
helpless Rohingya Muslims live in canvas and bamboo shacks. There 
is a possibility that a horrible outbreak will ensue, many Rohin- 
gya who are already physically and mentally drained, and cannot 
acquire adequate medical care are at a high risk of suffering 
catastrophic consequences. Worse yet, the Bangladesh Government 
had placed a ban on internet in the camps. 

"Rumours abound in the camps that COVID-19 is always fatal or that the faithful 
will be safe. Open communication is critical to promoting hygiene awareness and track- 
ing the spread of the disease,” said Daniel Sullivan, Refugees International senior advo- 
cate for human rithts. (Updated May 15, 2020; sbs.com.au: 'A nightmare scenario’: fears 
for Rohingya refugees as first coronavirus case found in camps). 

"Now that the virus has entered the world's largest refugee settlement in Cox's 
Bazaar we are looking at the very real prospect that thousands of people may die from 
COVID-19," said Shamim Jahan, Bangladesh health director of Save the Children). 

The Romani (Roma, Romany, Roms, Sinti; The ‘designation 
‘Gypsy’ is insulting and derogatory), are an Indo-Aryan people 
who migrated from Northwestern India around 500 CE. They reached 
the Balkans about 1,100 CE and spread throughout Europe. Starting 
in the 19t® century they began to migrate to the Americas in 
large numbers. Although the Romani are scattered, there are lar- 
ger concentrations in Central, Eastern, and Southern Europe. The 
native Romani language is Indo-Aryan. But due to necessity many 
Romani speak the language of their geographic location, or ‘Para 
Romani’, a blend of native Romani and the indigenous language of 
the country they reside in. The terms ‘gypsy or gypsies’, ‘tzi- 
gane’, ‘czigany’, in Europe are derogatory and insulting. 

The Roma language has clear dialects, indicating that the 
Roma are to a certain extent, a heterogeneous group. They’ve been 
linked to the Dom people, who also left India and split from each 
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other. Historical population statistics regarding the Roma in 
various countries are not precise, due to the fact that many Roma 
has been nomadic, note that many others have opted to be seden- 
tary, taking up residence in one locale. The old-style travelling 
processions of wagons displayed bright colours. In the late 
1880s, the Gypsy Lore Society began to publish a journal for the 
purpose of removing the false beliefs about their lifestyle. 
Prior to their great migrations most Roma were Hindus. Their des- 
cendants converted to Christianity or Islam. It was common for 
them to convert to the dominant religion of the region. 

Meat from livestock has been an important food staple for 
Roma. The meat can be eaten with potatoes, mushrooms, and nuts. 
In the past when travelling they picked vegetables from the wild. 
Snail soup has traditionally been a favoured dish. Today, many 
Roma eat the traditional foods of the region they reside in. Of 
all the cultural traits of the Roma, music has made the most 
striking impact on outsiders. For many generations Roma have been 
associated with minstrelsy joyful dancing. The incredible distan- 
ces they travelled and the many countries they lived in have had 
a positive impact on their music style, the original style was 
east Indian. Later, they picked up elements of Arab, Latin, Turk- 
ish, and Slavic and non-Slavic European music. Roma are famed for 
their talented instrument use, in particular brass, guitar, and 
violin. In addition, they are talented at making musical sounds 
with their hands, feet, and inanimate objects. 

Unfortunately, being outsiders under this context means 
being discriminated against, persecuted, disrespected, attacked, 
killed or slaughtered, demonized, labelled, distrusted. Most of 
the 12 million Roma in Europe live in a state of deprivation, 
without access to clean water, satisfactory housing, health care 
and services, or good nutrition. The Roma hav ndured persistent 
hatred from outsiders for centuries-on-end. To compound this mat- 
ter, many Roma are dark-skinned, dress differently, are poor, 
speak a different dialect or language than the majority. Add to 
the fact that it’s harder for them to obtain a decent job. Gov- 
ernments generally ignore their pleading or look down upon them. 


Like their Jewish counterpart living in Europe, it was only a 
matter of time before a horrible nightmare scenario were to en- 
sue. The worst of which occurred during World War II. The Jews 


had to endure the Jewish Holocaust, where an estimated 6 million 
people died. The Slavs lost many more millions, but it was a 
smaller ratio to their whole population. The Roma Holocaust, 
called the Porajmos, took the lives of an estimated 500,000 peo- 
ple. Regarding World War II, the proportion of dead and harmed 
Roma was greater than any other group except the Jews. It’s dif- 
ficult to know exactly how many Roma died, the literature about 
the Jewish Holocaust is extremely vast and sufficiently detailed. 
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The Roma genocide is still unknown throughout much of the world. 

The Roma, like the Jews, were specifically targetted by the 
Nazis for brutality and extermination, the latter being the num- 
ber one target. The Roma were considered ‘non-persons’, ‘foreign- 
ers’, ‘lazy’, ‘inherently deviant’, and certainly of very ‘infer- 
ior stock’. In a way, they were treated like the Jews, ‘foreign- 
ers’ who simply couldn’t be like the dominant society and could 
not trusted. The persecution of the Roma in Germany began before 
the rise of the Nazis. At least as far back as the late 19%? cen- 
tury lawmakers proposed one law after another to curtail the 
rights of the Roma by monitoring them, keeping them out of public 
places, and restricting the places where they could live. Many 
swimming pools, parks, and entire areas of the country were off 
limits to Roma. Police could arrest any Roma, no reason or legit- 
imate suspicion was needed. Roma as a whole were considered dan- 
gerous; a jailed or imprisoned Roma was not a threat to German 
society. The rise of the Nazis did not create anything new, it 
intensified pre-existing beliefs, attitudes, and aggressive beha- 
viours towards the Roma. In 1936, before the war, the camps, or 
any official extermination campaign, Dr. Robert Ritter, Director 
of the Center for Research on Racial Hygiene and Demographic 
Biology, concluded that the Roma people were ‘degenerate’, clas- 
sifying them as dangerous to German racial purity. 

At a conference that took place in Berlin on January 30, 
1940, a commitment was made to expel 30,000 Roma from Germany to 
ghettos in German-occupied Poland. The deportations and killings 
were under the command of Heinrich Himmler (October 7, 1900 - May 
23, 1945; the second most powerful man in the Third Reich). On 
December 16, 1942, he made it quite clear that all Roma were to 
be sent to concentration camps, save a few. The Institut Fuer 
Zietgeschichte in Munich believes that no less than 4,000 Roma 
were murdered in the gas chambers of Auschwitz-Birkenau. Many 
were sterilized and experimented on by Dr. Joseph Mengele (March 
16, 1911 - February 7, 1979; notorious SS officer and physician; 
commonly known as the ‘Angel of Death’). Others were starved, en- 
dured ill-health, abused, raped, tortured, and used as slave la- 
bour by the Nazis. The Citizenship Law of 1943 made no mention of 
‘Gypsies’ because they were to be eliminated. The quote below was 
conveyed by Jankiel Wiernik (1889 - 1972), in the spring of 1943, 
regarding a very large group of Roma arriving in Treblinka: 

“One day, while I was working near the gate, I noticed the Germans and Ukrai- 
nians making special preparations ... meanwhile the gate opened, and about 1,000 Gyp- 
sies were brought in (this was the third transport of Gypsies). About 200 of them were 
men, and the rest women and children ... all the Gypsies were taken to the gas chambers 
and then burned ...”. (Extracted from Yitzhak Arad. Belzec, Sobibor, Treblinka—The Op- 
eration Reinhard Death Camps. IN: Indiana University Press, 1987, pp. 150-153. 


Roma were xecuted n-masse usually near their pre-dug 
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graves (like the Jews), the victims dropped into the Earth holes. 
Jews and other victims generally stood in place before th xecu- 
tion, many Roma hollered and screamed, and didn’t stand still. 
Under the circumstances, both responses are normal, standing 
still entails knowing that you’re going to die and can’t do any- 
thing about it, moving around and bellowing is a sign of extreme 
fear and terror. Roma culture as a whole was highly expressive. 

“Regarding transport of Gypsies be informed that on Friday, October 20, 1939, 
the first transport of Jews will depart Vienna. To this transport 3-4 cars of Gypsies are to 
be attached. Subsequent trains will depart from Vienna, Mahrisch-Ostrau and Katowice 
[Poland]. The simplest method is to attach some carloads of Gypsies to each transport. 
Because these transports must follow schedule, a smooth execution of this matter is ex- 
pected. Concerning a start in the Altreich [Germany proper] be informed that this will 
be coming in 3-4 weeks. Eichmann,” stated in a telegram sent by Adolph Eichman 
(March 19, 1906 - June 1, 1962; One of the primary architects of the Nazi extermination 
policies) to the Gestapo (The secret police of the Nazi state). (Extracted from remem- 
ber.org: Holocaust of the Romani {Gypsies}). 

There was a separate ‘Gypsy Camp’ located in the BIIe sec- 
tion of Auschwitz-Birkenau camp; it was established by order of 
Heinrich Himmler. The first Roma groups arrived in February 1943 
from Germany. As expected, the camp began to fill, swelling up. 
Roma prisoners had to obey every order however silly or uncon- 
structive; many orders given to Roma were of no benefit to any- 
one. Roma performed labour work in the camp; they weren’t part of 
the outside labour force. Many died from deathly living condi- 
tions, lack of food and associated complications. Roma prisoners 
included law-abiding persons, criminals and deviants, former sol- 
diers, and others. Like other concentration camp prisoners some 
stole food (normal under the circumstances), others fell into a 
deep stupor, some even attempted to escape. Punishment for the 
latter was usually execution. 

More than 20,000 Roma were registered as having been impri- 
soned in the Gypsy camp. Note that thousands of Roma were not re- 
corded, so it’s safe to assume that the final tally was consider- 
ably higher. When the Nazi killing machine was in full operation 
droves upon droves of targetted victims were sent to the camps. 
Upon arrival, Roma, like other victims were screamed and shouted 
at, berated and humiliated, beaten, and then sent to their desig- 
nated areas. At least 25 percent of Europe’s Roma were killed by 
the Nazis. The German government did not initiate any sort of 
compensation for the Roma Holocaust until 1982. The official day 
of remembrance was implemented in 2011. 

During the initial period following the war, crimes against 
humanity committed against the Roma were not prosecuted, and in 
honesty, were ignored. Survivors tried in vain to receive recog- 
nition, compensation, and justice for the Roma Holocaust, to no 
avail. Worse yet, Roma victims were not exhibited or recognized 


63 


in monuments honouring the Nazis’ millions of victims. Professor 
Eve Rosenhaft, a historian of modern Germany, said that the geno- 
cide against the Roma is ‘the forgotten holocaust.’ Although it 
has been decades since the end of World War II, it’s not too late 
to educate people about the Roma Holocaust. The Roma Genocide Re- 
membrance Day iS commemorated every year on August 2 (Note: The 
Porajmos can be classified as a Genocide and a Holocaust). In 
May, 1944, a ‘Final Solution’ campaign for the ‘Gypsy Camp’ in 
Auschwitz was set forth. The designated date for the actual plan 
was set for May 16. An order was given to all Roma prisoners to 
stay in the barracks. They were surrounded by 60 SS men. When the 
SS men attempted to force the prisoners out of the barracks they 
faced fierce resistance from men, women, and children. The Roma 

used sticks, tools, and makeshift objects for weapons. The SS men 
eventually pulled back. This was a temporary respite for the Roma 
therein, estimated at a few months. Fearing widespread resis- 
tance, Nazi officials designated August 2, as the new date for 
the ‘Final Solution’. A direct order from Heinrich Himmler prohi- 
biting the Roma from leaving their barracks was imposed on the 
evening of August 2. Although the Roma attempted to resist, this 
time the SS were better prepared and were not caught off guard. 
Nearly 2,900 Roma men, women, and children were packed onto 
trucks, sent to gas chamber V, and then exterminated without mer- 


Cy. 


“We must raise our voices against racism, anti-Semitism, and intolerance of any 
kind, again and again, whenever and wherever such hatred rears its ugly head ... The 
Jewish people — like the Sinti and Roma — are all too aware that what begins as vile 
rhetoric may yield catastrophic results. I further recall the words of Elza Baker from Jan- 
uary 27: ‘in times like this, when minorities have to feel vulnerable again, I can only 
hope that everyone would stand up for democracy and human rights.’ Today, we will re- 
member and stand up together, uniting as we honour the memory of all 500,000 Sinti 
and Roma murdered in Nazi Europe,” said Ronald S. Lauder, President of the World 
Jewish Congress. (July 31, 2020, worldjewishcongress.org: WJC Remembers 500,000 


Murdered Sinti and Roma on European Holocaust Remembrance Day). 

Sadly, the Roma are still being persecuted and subjected to 
horrible treatment. Romani women were forced into sterilization 
in Czechoslovakia. This criminal medical practice traces its his- 
tory to the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia (KPC) in 1971. The 
financial incentives wer state-sanctioned and racially based. 
During this period, the Health, Labour, and Social Affairs Minis- 
try ‘legitimized’ the sterilizations as an effort to produce a 
‘healthy population’ by lowering the Roma birthrate. Did the com- 
munist lawmakers in this region learn anything from the horrors 
of World War II? 

The cover story (the lie) was manifested in the facade of 
social welfare. The hypocrisy was quite apparent; non-Roma were 
given financial incentives to have children, Roma were given in- 
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centives not to. The hypocritical incentives placed Roma in the 
status of sub-human, unwanted, and degenerate, te. The practice 
increased over time, and ‘officially’ ended in 1993 following the 
democratization of the soon to be Czech Republic and Slovakia. It 
appears that democratization was not for all, because the steri- 
lization of Roma women continued thereafter. Medical personnel 
used coercion, lies, and outright deceit to ‘convince’ the tar- 
getted Roma women to be sterilized. 

“I was pressured by a social worker... She threatened that the state would take my 
children away ... The social worker spitefully criticized me, saying ‘us Gypsies are accus- 
tomed to giving birth to a child every year for welfare to live off of,” said Sona Karolova. 
(By Amy Shin, Copy Editor, May 22, 2019; connectinhealth.org: The Forced Sterilization 
of Romani Women: A Genocide Under Cover). 

“The nurse handed me a blank paper to sign on. I just did what she asked because 
I was in a lot of pain. I only found out what had happened because afterwards there was 
a scar on my abdomen,” says Natasa Botosova. (ibid). 

“I was totally misinformed. A social worker told me it would only be five before I 
can have children again, and that other women of the community already had [the pro- 
cedure] done,” said Olga Jonasova. (ibid). 

“My first child was delivered by C-section. I was in pain. I was in such a state that 
I didn’t know what I was signing ... The doctor told me that by sterilizing me, he had 
saved my life,” said Elena Gorolova. (ibid). 

In January 2018, the Center for Civil and Human Rights, an 
NGO in Slovakia, presented a press release informing people of an 
online petition that was started by illegally sterilized Roma wo- 
men from Slovakia and the Czech Republic (now called Czechya). 
This action is an attempt to acquire justice from the government 
institutions in both countries that are responsible for deliver- 
ing compensation. 

"The Governments of both countries must finally begin to take action. It is a dis- 
grace that many of their citizens have been waiting so long for justice. Illegal steriliza- 
tion is a serious human rights violation for which the state bears unequivocal responsi- 
bility. The courts, however, are not an effective way to provide justice to all of the wo- 
men harmed," said Vanda Durbakova, the attorney who has represented several of the 
women harmed in court. (By Jitka Votavova, Translated by Gwendolyn Albert, January 
24, 2018; romea.cz: Illegally Sterilized Romani Women from Slovakia and the Czech Re- 
public Launch Online Petition as Part of their Fight for Justice). 

The Samaritans (al-Samiriyyun, Shamerim) are an ethno-reli- 
gious people, an Israelite sect originating from the Ancient Near 
Bast. They believe they are descended from the tribes of Ephraim 
and Manasseh, and from the Levites. That Mount Gerizim near Na- 
blus, Palestine was the holy place chosen by GOD, not Jerusalem. 
They use their own version of the Torah. 

"We only recognise the five books of Moses (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Num- 
bers, Deuteronomy). We don’t believe that the rest is from God," said Husni Sameri, 
who is in charge of the Samaritan museum and cultural centre. (By Khaled Amayreh, 
April 26, 2004; aljazeera.com: A Faith on the Verge of Extinction). 
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The Samaritan religion is based on 5 pillars including, be- 
lief in one GOD, Moses is the Messenger of GOD, the first 5 books 
of Moses, in particular the 10 Commandments, in the holiness of 
the Jerzim mountain, and the Day of Resurrection. The majority of 
Samaritans also believe in a 6% pillar, that a prophetic figure 
from the line of Moses will appear near the end of time and 
spread justice throughout the world. Samaritans believe that Ju- 
daism in the south, in particular following the 6t? century Baby- 
lonian expulsion, strayed from the original faith. Their differ- 
ences appear in John’s Gospel, where Jesus asks a Samaritan woman 
for water, despite the fact that Jews and Samaritans did not fra- 
ternize. Followers of the faith present themselves as one of the 
most ancient monotheistic groups in the world. 

Many Samaritans still observe the dietary, Sabbath, and cir- 
cumcision laws in their Torah, strictly. Women are required to 
sleep in separate quarters from their husbands and children dur- 
ing menstruation, and isolate themselves after having a baby; 40 
days for a boy, 80 days for a girl. It’s customary if a non-Sa- 
maritan woman wants to marry a man from the community, she must 
live with the community for up to 6 months. It works both ways, 
she becomes familiar with the traditional ways of the Samaritans 
and they can observe her behaviour and attitude. It’s a regular 
occurrence to see Samaritan women wearing western-style clothing, 
and hair uncovered. 

Samaritans have a unique religious status in Israel. The Is- 
raeli Rabbinic authorities accept the Samaritan faith to be a 
sub-division of Judaism. However, the Chief Rabbinate of Israel 
requires Samaritans to undergo a formal conversion to Judaism to 
to attain recognition as Halakhik Jews. Samaritans with Israeli 
citizenship are required to serve in the Israel Defence Force. 

With only an estimated 650 - 750 followers, Samaritans may 
be the smallest ethno-religious community in the world. A hundred 
years ago they were down to under 150 followers. They once num- 
bered over a million. Wars, conversions, and in more modern times 
inherited diseases from the frequent practice of relatives marry- 
ing relatives, devastated their population. Genetic testing prior 
to marriage has helped reduce the latter problem by an estimated 
50 percent. For every female Samaritan there are 3 males. Inter- 
net marriages, mail-order brides, and men marrying women from 
external communities is a common practice. Note that any Samari- 
tan who marries outside of his or her faith will almost certainly 
be excommunicated. Samaritans in Nablus, Palestine have an Arab 
and Hebrew name. The Arab name is used in public life, the Hebrew 
name is used in private life and at religious events. 
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The San peoples (Basarwa; Bushmen, is an insulting term. 
It’s Dutch in origin, from the word Bossiesman, which means ‘ban- 
dit’ or ‘outlaw’. The Dutch starting using ‘Bushmen’ about 200 
hundred years ago. There are 95,000 San living in Angola, Botswa- 
na, Namibia, and South Africa. At about 65,000, Botswana has the 
highest population of San people. The San have one of the oldest 
cultures in the world, believed to be 10,000 years or older. Sad- 
ly, only around 3,000 of them have been able to continue living 
as hunter-gatherers. The San society traditionally consist of 
groups of 20 people. The groups include family members but no 
chief or designated boss. Decisions are usually made by consen- 
sus. 


The knowledge of hunters is highly respected. If an over- 
whelming agreement ensues, the group divides, then each goes its 
own way; an effective method to prevent violence and internal 
turmoil. The San are regularly on the move in search of food and 
water. They normally follow the migration routes of wildlife. 
Their homes are made of branches, the roof is made of grass. 
Children have no chores, they just play. Leisure activities are 
very important to all San. Group members spend a considerable 
amount of the day conversing, joking, playing music, and perform- 
ing religious dances. Women enjoy a respectable status, are well- 
respected, and sometimes become leaders of their family groups. 
Women mainly gather food, including berries, bush onions, fruit, 
tubers, and ostrich eggs, but sometimes are active participants 
in hunting. They also eat insects, including beetles, butter- 
flies, caterpillars, grasshoppers, moths, and termites. Animals 
eaten include antelopes, a variety of fish, snakes, zebras, and 
whatever else is available. Every part of the animal is used; for 
example, even the bone marrow is eaten. Animals are killed with 
poison-tipped arrows and spears. 

The San paint on rocks. If a person in the group dies, the 
other members of the group will leave the area and will never 
make a camp site in that place. They don’t like to be near a bur- 
jal site. However, if for whatever reason they do end up on the 
site, they toss some pebbles on the grave and will speak to the 
spirits to receive good luck. The San believe in major and minor 
gods. Shamans can communicate with minor gods during a trance 
dance. Finding enough water to drink is very important for the 
San. Droughts can last for months at a time, drying up all the 
known wells. In this case, San dig deep holes in the ground, an 
empty ostrich egg is used to scoop up the water. 


Much of the San’s ancestral land in Botswana was forcefully 
expropriated and annexed during colonization. The San are still 
suffering to this day, and it seems like the situation will be 


worsening again. Government strategies and actions since the 
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1970s have reassigned vast areas of traditional San territory to 
European settlers and other tribes, in particular, the more pow- 
erful Tswana tribe (divide and conquer). The San are commonly 
forbidden to survive on their own land. On an afternoon in (circa 
August, 2016), police in a Botswana helicopter noticed Tshoda- 
nyestso and his friends. The 9 young San were hunting antelope to 
feed their families. Then, the helicopter descended upon them. 
Bullets were sprayed into the area, forcing the young men to 
abandon their meat and skins; they fled the scene. Thankfully, 
none of them were shot, but very shortly thereafter armed sol- 
diers in a jeep arrived at the scene. 

The San were arrested, stripped naked, physically assaulted, 
and were held in detention f ] 


for several days, for the crime of 
poaching in a nature reserve. This is still occurring in the vast 
Central Kalahari game park, a long-time traditional hunting 
ground for the San. Now, they can’t enter or hunt in it. The 
aforementioned incident occurred only days following Tshekedi 
Khama declared a shoot-on-sight policy for poachers. Khama is the 
brother of President Ian Khama. 

According to Khama, this policy which is supported by Con- 
servation groups will prevent poaching and illegal wildlife traf- 
ficking, which is largely considered by Europe and the U.S. as 
catastrophic for biodiversity. Khama is not being completely hon- 
est. The truth is that there are no rare or endangered species of 
wildlife such as elephants or rhinos in the area where the San 
hunt. This appears to be a continuation of colonization and as- 
sault against the San people. For decades, it has been a Botswana 
government policy to confiscate and destroy San homes, land, and 
obliterate their culture. Many houses have been torched, schools 
and health centres have been closed, and water supplies sealed 
off. The San are forced to live as wanderers, on the peripheral 
of a massive game park. 

The true intent of the colonizers is apparent given the fact 
that during this period of time one of the largest mining compa- 
nies in the world was allowed to operate in the park, and wealthy 
game hunters from around the world are kindly greeted to newly 
built premier-class game lodges. Indeed, this is not conserva- 
tion, it’s greed and hypocrisy. 

“The world’s most vulnerable people are paying the price for today’s conserva- 
tion. Houses are still being burned down, and people are being displaced violently. Pro- 
tected areas continue to expand, yet threats against them are also increasing. It is hap- 
pening all over Asia and Africa. We can agree with the goals of conservation, but if 
these protected areas are then being overrun by mining companies, what is the point of 
conservation?” said Tauli Corpuz, UN special rapporteur on the rights of indigenous 
peoples. (By John Vidal, August 28, 2016; theguardian.com: The Tribes Paying the Bru- 
tal Price of Conservation). 

Most of the world’s estimated 6,000 national parks and 
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100,000 protected areas were created by the removal of indigenous 
peoples. Many parks are created annually because nations are try- 
ing to help attain the UN’s target of protecting 17 percent of 
the world’s land by 2020. 

“Governments like conservation because there is a lot of money in it. It brings 
money from the Global Environment Facility and elsewhere. But when your economic 
priority is to generate money from conservation, you want to get rid of people from 
these protected areas. That is what is now happening,” said Tauli Corpuz. (ibid). 

The Sa’och is a critically endangered Pearic language of 
Cambodia, it contains 2 dialects. More than 20 languages are spo- 
ken in Cambodia, the majority of which are minority languages and 
may disappear within the coming decades. Of the 7,000 languages 
spoken worldwide, 3,400 are endangered, roughly half of the lat- 
ter figure are in Asia. The word ‘Sa’och’ is an insulting Cambo- 
dian exonym. An exonym is a name that a group or a people refers 
to another in which the group being named does not refer to it- 
self. The word means ‘scarlet fever’ or ‘pimply’ in Khmer. Sa’och 
speakers use the autonym, which is a name used by a group or a 
people to refer to themselves, or their language, ‘Chung’ when 
referring to themselves or their language. The racist, deroga- 
tory, and insulting words targetting a specific group gives a 
person good idea of the receivers are perceived and treated. 

Jean-Michel Fillipi, a French linguistics expert, is dili- 
gently trying to save the Sa’och language. As of 2018, there were 
only 10 Sa’och speakers remaining. If a language vanishes from 
this Earth, it’s always a catastrophic, tragic loss. Even if the 
people of the world at large are unaware of this loss. Language 
conveys much of a culture and history of a people. Usually, when 
languages die out it was because of a series of injustices or 
awful events. 

Filipi can speak 20 languages, an extremely remarkable, and 
an impossible achievement for almost any other human being. It’s 
heartbreaking that most of the world hasn’t heard of him or many 
of the other benevolent, hard-working, individuals who are trying 
to save endangered cultures and languages. 

"Culturally speaking a language is a unique vision of the world ... You can take 
two languages which may appear to be - if not similar then very close to each other, like 
French for instance and English - in fact the vision of the world which implies in French 
language and English language are totally, totally different. If a language disappears, a 
whole vision of the world disappears as well at the same time," said Filipi. (By Robert 
Carmichael, January 20, 2010; voanews.com: Cambodia’s Minority Languages Face 


Bleak Future). 
The Sa’och language in Cambodia survived because native 
speakers were able to remain isolated from the more powerful Cam- 


bodian majority, but under the monstrous Khmer Rouge the vast ma- 
jority of Sa’och were killed or relocated and forced to live amid 
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Khmers. 

The Sa’och have been forced to live in a state of poverty in 
Cambodia and Thailand. The population of Sa’och in Cambodia is 
450. Youth barely understand more than a handful of Sa’och words, 
at school they’re taught Khmer and English. Filippi first made 
contact with the Sa’och in 1997, he felt that their language was 
going to vanish. So he began to put together a dictionary of more 
than 6,000 words, and has finished writing a book about their 
history. 

Some Sa’och go to Buddhist temples. They feel like outcasts, 
disrespected, and downtrodden because of their ethnic identity. 
Some Sa’och believe that if they can behave like and pass as 
Khmer, their current situation would improve. They don’t want to 
be Sa’och any more. Some of the remaining elders have forgotten 
the names of the deities they used to worship, and hardly re- 
tained any memory of the religious ceremonies. There’s no unified 
drive amongst the Sa’och to re-invigorate their language. The 
Cambodian Government has launched programs to help protect some 
of the country’s 19 endangered peoples, however, the same cannot 
be said regarding Sa’och and other related languages. 

"You can only revitalize a language if people want it to be revitalized. And none 
of the S'aoch want it to be revitalized. You can't save a language if its speakers see it as a 
symbol of their own inferiority,” said Filippi. (By Denis D. Gray, Contributing Writer, 
May 24, 2018; asia.nikkei.com: Linguist Races to Document Cambodia’s Dying Sa’och 
Language). 

The 14 Takuu Atoll cluster of Pacific Ocean islands (Mort- 
lock Islands, Marqueen Islands), is a small, remote atoll about 
150 miles (240 kilometres) off the east coast of Bougainville, 
Papua New Guinea. For centuries this place was forgotten. It’s so 
remote hardly anyone ever visits the area; 3 boat visits is con- 
sidered a good year. The islanders speak a Polynesian language. 
The estimated population is 300 people. Takuu is one of the Poly- 
nesian cultures located outside of the Polynesian Triangle. The 
islands are home to a community with a rich history spanning a 
millennium. Islanders maintain a traditional lifestyle. Straw- 
covered houses are placed in packed rows, so close to each other 
th aves are almost connected. Coconut palms are dominant, the 
main street serves as a meeting place, and to perform ceremonies. 
Music plays is important on Taku Atoll. Because of long periods 
of isolation most songs, tales, and dances have survived, most 
trace their origin to pre European contact, mid-19*® Century. The 
songs describe journeys between the islands, dances can last for 
hours. 

In order to shield Takuu from external influences, the Ariki 
(Takuu chief) prohibited Christian missionaries from entering the 
islands; the prohibition lasted 25 years. But because young is- 
landers who’d lived on the Papua New Guinea mainland began to re- 
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turn home, the prohibition was lifted several years ago. Today 
there are churches in Nukutoa, a tiny island where most of the 
islanders live. 

The domestic economy is based on agriculture and fishing. 
However, in the last several years the growing of food plants has 
become more difficult because fresh water is being contaminated 
by sea water. Climate change is gradually taking its toll on Ta- 
kuu Atoll and other low-lying Pacific Islands. No areas of the 
islands is more than 6.75 feet (2 meters) above sea level. Higher 
and stronger tides are now regularly overwhelming the islands, 


salting the ground that is supposed to grow plants. A once proud, 
self-sufficient people is now relying on outside food assistance 
that arrives irregularly. To make matters worse, healthcare 
availability is quite dismal. No wonder, native islanders have 


been steadily leaving the area. 

"The atoll itself appears to be tectonically stable or very slightly rising. What that 
means is that the local sea levels around the atoll would be sinking — but of course 
there is the climate related sea level rise which is pretty strong in this part of the Pacific 
... The rate of sea level rise is stronger than the rate of uplift which means that the total 
sea level is rising,” said Dr. Thomas Mann. (By Sean Mantesso, September 23, 2016; 
abc.net.au: Unique Culture of Takuu Atoll at Risk from Climate Change, Migration). 

"No-one's done anything, we are still there with our sea walls. It's an everyday 
thing you know, when you are on the island you just live with it, nothing you can do... 
It's a very big problem, the Government isn't doing enough. We're a minority. I guess 
that's how they see us," said Sally Arehu, Taku Atoll expatriate who presently lives in 
Port Moresby. (ibid). 

The Uyghur (Uighurs, Uygurs) are a Turkic, ethno-linguistic 
group who lives in East and Central Asia. They speak Karluk, a 
branch of the Turkic languages. Uyghur are also found in other 
parts of Asia, and in Europe, and North America. Most Uyghur live 
in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region of China. They’re one of 
China’s many officially recognized ethnic minority groups; the 
Uyghur are not recognized as indigenous to Xinjiang. There are 
about 15 million Uyghurs in China, and more than 1.5 million in 
the rest of the world. Most of Xinjiang’s Uyghur live in Tarim 
Basin. The rest live in Urumgi. Before living in the Tarim Basin, 
Uyghur spoke Tocharin, Saka, and Gandhari. When the Turks entered 
the region they brought their languages with them which supplan- 
ted the native languages. Within a few generations, Uyghur were 
speaking an unmixed Turkic language. 

The musical technique of the Uyghur is known as Mugam. This 
tyle evolved in Northwestern China and Central Asia. A dozen mu- 
ams were recorded by traditional-style performers. This age-old 
usical style was labelled by UNESCO as a part of the intangible 
eritage of Humanity. The folk dance of Sanam, is mainly danced 
t weddings, parties, and celebratory occasions. 
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Uyghur eat a combination of Chinese and Central Asian foods. 
A favourite dish is the pilash or polu, eaten regularly in Cen- 
tral Asia. It is prepared by frying sheep with carrots and onion 
in oil, water and rice are then added. As a predominately Muslim- 
Turkic, ethnic group with their own culture, Uyghur are consid- 
ered a nuisance, and labelled as a threat by the Chinese authori- 
ties. For millenniums, leaders, tribes, and Chinese imperial dy- 
nasties have gone to war for control of the resource-rich region 
of the Uyghur. Uyghur have been Muslims since the 10th century. 
It was in the late 1800s that the region was given the name ‘Xin- 
jiang’, meaning ‘New Frontier’ in Mandarin. 

Today, life for the Uyghur people in Xinjiang is very diffi- 
cult. They’re forced to endure a complete, xtensive, targetted 
series of operations of intrusive surveillance, intimidation, and 
control. Up to 2 million Uyghur have been sent to Chinese concen- 
tration camps; it appears that more could be on their way. 

During the Chinese civil war, lasting intermittently from 
1927 to 1949, the Uyghur enjoyed a short period of independence, 
using the name East Turkestan. Sadly, for many Chinese people th 
dreaded day came on October 1, 1949. A man who was responsible 
for the killings of an estimated 55 million Chinese people (some 
estimates go even higher), and the ruining of GOD knows how many 
others, declared the People’s Republic of China (China), incor- 
porating Xinjiang into the newly formed nation, without the per- 
mission of its inhabitants, of course. The man was Mao Zedong, 
Chinese Communist Party leader. 

In 1955, China ‘authenticated’ the Xinjiang Uyghur Autono- 

mous Region. In reality, the Uyghur were given no political le- 
gitimacy. In 1966, a sickly, aged Mao was intent and adamant 
about crushing any form of resistance or defiance to his rule or 
policies. His intent was to reawaken the communist revolution and 
obliterate any trace of capitalism or traditional ways. He or- 
dered the Communist Red Guards to ravage the ‘four olds’, includ- 
ing old ideas, old culture, old customs, and old habits. 
In Xinjiang, Uyghur life was horrifyingly altered. Mosques 
were obliterated or converted into Communist Party buildings. Re- 
ligious documents and content, and Uyghur-language books were la- 
belled anti-revolutionary, confiscated and burned. During this 
turbulent period, Mao sent millions of China’s educated, young 
urbanites to the countryside to perform hard labour on the land. 
Many were sent to Xinjiang. Mao referred to this as a ‘re-educa- 
tion program’, which is still haunting the region till this day. 

Beginning in the 1950s, the communist party began a process 
of sending Han Chinese settlers and workers into Xinjiang. This 
colonization was intended to alter the demographic structure of 
Xinjiang; it’s still going on. The Han were enticed with promises 
of employment, housing, and an improved lifestyle. Skilled Han 
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migrants were sent to, and placed in better jobs than the indi- 
genous Xinjiang Muslims. The oil, gas, and cotton industries were 
the main targets. Han were granted special status and were given 
first choice for better jobs, promoted, and treated better by the 
Chinese authorities. Inequality and segregation gradually took 
form. Following Mao’s death in 1976, Deng Xiaoping, improved the 
Situation for the Xinjiang and other minorities in the region, 
but it was neither true justice, or everlasting. 

The 1990s witnessed a period of instability in the region. 
Political activism and open protests against the Communist regime 
and their brutal rule became more common. Some protesters deman- 
ded Uyghur independence. The Chinese authorities re-ignited their 
brutal-ruthless pre-emptive strikes and responses. A surge in 
brutality began following the 911 terrorist attacks; it was rela- 
tively easy to take advantage of the new paranoia. Uyghur who 
are demanding independence, their human rights, protesting the 
communist authorities in any way, shape, or form, or who are not 
behaving as Chinese communists should, are labelled extremists, 
terrorists, and a danger to the nation. Amnesty International re- 
ported the 1997 protests in the city of Gulja as peaceful, turned 
massacre. 

“I have never seen such viciousness in my life.” “Chinese soldiers were bludgeon- 
ing the demonstrators,” said Rebiya Kadeer. (By Isabel Cockerell, March 11, 2020; co- 
dastory.com: China’s Oppression of Xinjiang’s Uyghurs: A Visual History). 

The cause of the late June, 2009 riots in Urumgi was a fight 
between Han and Uyghur workers at a toy factory in the city of 
Shaoguan, Guangdong Province. Two Uyghur died, 120 people, the 
majority of which were Uyghur, were injured. Uyghur from around 
the region were shocked at the news, seeing it as yet another 
case of injustice among many others. Confrontations between pro- 
testors, police, and Han residents rapidly worsened. Protestors 
threw rocks and burned cars, soldiers and paramilitary police 
fired bullets. Scores of people were killed and wounded, no one 
on the outside knows how many Uyghur were arrested. For days 
thereafter, armed Han hooligans strolled through the city, seek- 
ing vengeance upon the Uyghur. The authorities cut-off the inter- 
net in Urumqi. This practice has been repeated by brutal regimes 
elsewhere. No one on the outside knows how many of the hooligans 
were in fact government agents posing as civilian Han. This is 
another common practice by brutal regimes. 

The rise to power of Xi Xinping was a horrible nightmare for 
the Uyghur, Falun Dafa, Christians, and other groups deemed ene- 
mies or a threat to the communist regime. Following several at- 
tacks initiated by Uyghur militants, Xi initiated a ‘Peoples War 
on Terrorism’, in 2014. 

Shortly thereafter, Chinese authorities began the process of 
large-scale intrusive surveillance throughout the region. There 
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was hardly any freedom of speech and assembly beforehand; this 
series of actions turned Xinjiang into a living hell for the in- 
digenous population. It was done to ‘counter terrorism’. Numer- 
ous, quite intrusive police checkpoints were set up. Xinjiang re- 
Ssidents were required to take iris scans, blood samples, DNA and 
voice samples, and facial scans, to be given to the authorities 
without hesitation. Today, there are millions of cameras and up- 
to-date facial recognition technology apparatus installed 
throughout the region to spy on people. Chen Quanguo, a ruthless 
hardliner, whose previous job was that of enforcing a brutal se- 
curity crackdown on Tibet, was appointed regional boss. Shortly 
after his appointment he gave an order to ’round up everyone who 
should be rounded up’. 

"China's systematic campaign against the Uyghur population is characterised by 
mass detention, forced labour, and discriminatory laws, and supported through high- 
tech manners of surveillance ... There are reasonable grounds to believe that China is re- 
sponsible for crimes against humanity. It is important to recall that crimes against 
humanity were born out of the experience of the Holocaust and first were prosecuted at 
Nuremberg,” said said Naomi Kikoler, director of the Simon-Skjodt Center for the Pre- 
vention of Genocide at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, in March, 2020. 
(June 29, 2020; abc.net.au: China Imposes Forced Abortion, Sterilization on Uyghurs, 
Investigation Shows). 

The Chinese Government is taking extremely measures to curb 
birth rates of Uyghur and other minority groups as part of a ma- 
jor drive to shrink its Muslim population. At the same time it 
encourages the Han majority to produce more children. Some ex- 
perts label this practice ‘demographic genocide’. Having too many 
children results in punishment, which includes being sent to a 
detention camp. The state regularly subjects minority women to 
pregnancy tests, imposes intrauterine devices (IUDs), steriliza- 
tion, and abortion on hundreds of thousands. Note that the number 
of IUD use and sterilizations have dropped elsewhere throughout 
China. Adrian Zenz, a German researcher, believes that the actual 
number of victims is considerably higher, given the fact that 
there are {12 million} Turkic minorities in Xinjiang. His work in 
this particular subject was published by the Washington-based Ja- 
mestown Foundation. 

Having too many children is the most common reason people 
are sent to detention camps. Parents with 3 or more children have 
their children taken away by the authorities. The only way out of 
this predicament is to pay an enormous fine, which is overwhel- 
mingly out of the reach for most affected people. No wonder, many 
Xinjiang Muslims believe that the Chinese government wants to de- 
stroy them as a people. The government has spent hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars into birth control measures in Xinjiang. Xin- 
jiang was once one of China’s fastest growing regions, now it’s 
one of the slowest, and it only took a few years to do so. 
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"The world received disturbing reports today that the Chinese Communist Party 
is using forced sterilisation, forced abortion, and coercive family planning against Uy- 
ghurs and other minorities in Xinjiang, as part of a continuing campaign of repression. 
We call on the Chinese Communist Party to immediately end these horrific practices 
and ask all nations to join the United States in demanding an end to these dehumanis- 
ing abuses,” said Michael Pompeo, U.S. Secretary of State. (ibid). 

China’s foreign ministry has continually denied any claim of 
wrongdoing. Claiming that the stories are ‘fabricated’ and ‘fake 
news’. Also claiming that all ethnic minorities are protected and 
treated equally. Leaked documents describe China’s structured, 
organized brainwashing of large numbers of Uyghur in a web of 
high-security detention camps. The Chinese government has persis-— 
tently made the outrageous claim that the ‘camps’ includes volun- 
tary education and training. However, official documents read by 
BBC Panorama, clearly indicate that inmates are in fact locked 
up, propagandized, and punished to the point of torture, if ne- 
cessary. The leak was given to the International Consortium of 
Investigative Journalists (ICIJ), working with 17 media partners. 

"I spent seven days of hell there ... My hands were handcuffed, my legs were tied. 
They threw me in a pit. I raised both my hands and looked above. At that moment, they 
poured water. I screamed. I don't remember what happened next. I don't know how long 
I was in the pit but it was winter and very cold. They said I was a traitor, that I had dual 
citizenship, that I had a debt and owned land ... In Chinese they call it re-education 
camps to teach people but if they wanted to educate, why do they handcuff people? They 
detain Kazakhs because they're Muslims. Why imprison them? China's aim is to turn Ka- 
zakhs into Chinese. They want to erase the whole ethnicity,” said Orynbek Koksybek, an 
ethnic Kazakh who spent several months in camps-he says the accusations are not true. 
(By Abujalil Abdurasulov, BBC News Almaty, February 12, 2019; bbc.com: Uighur 
Crackdown: ‘I Spent Seven Days of Hell in Chinese Camps’). 

The exposed documents concerning the camps reveal the fol- 
lowing: 

e No escape will be tolerated. 

e Incorrect behaviours will result in increased discipline 

and punishment. 

e Encourage repentance and confession. 

e Mandarin studies have top priority. 

e Persuade students to truly convert. 

e Video surveillance must be all-encompassing throughout 

the facility, absolutely no blind spots. 


In one of the camps Mr. Koksybek was forced to learn Chinese 
songs and language. Prison keepers told him that if he learned 
3,000 words he would be freed. As revealed in the leaked docu- 
ments: 

"The students should have a fixed bed position, fixed queue position, fixed class- 
room seat, and fixed station during skills work, and it is strictly forbidden for this to be 
changed. Implement behavioural norms and discipline requirements for getting up, roll 
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call, washing, going to the toilet, organising and housekeeping, eating, studying, sleep- 
ing, closing the door and so forth." (November 24, 2019; bbc.com: Data Leak Reveals 
How China ‘Brainwashes’ Uighurs in Prisons). 

In addition to the other horrible crimes perpetrated against 
the Uyghur, the Chinese government has been accused of organizing 
and implementing a mass rape program including the forcing of 
Uyghur women to marry Han men chosen to ‘promote ethnic unity’. 
Another accusation is the raping of Muslims interned in camps. 
According to one victim the targetted rape victims included men 
or women under age 35. One victim claimed that camp workers would 

nter the cells and then place bags over the heads of the chosen 
ones. 

The men who share the beds of married or single Uyghur women 
are called ‘monitors’, they spy on the women and their families 
during which time the husbands are locked up in camps without 
trial. Activists also claim that Han men are chosen by the state 
to be husbands of Uyghur women; in effect, the women are forced 
to marry them. This is a horrible form of long-term, repeated, 
‘legalized’ rape. 

"This is mass rape ... Neither the girls nor their families can reject such a mar- 
riage because they will be viewed (by Chinese authorities) as Islamic extremists for not 
wanting to marry atheist Han Chinese. They have no choice but to marry them. (The 
Han Chinese) have been raping Uighur women in the name of marriage for years,”said 
Rushan Abbas, Uighur activist. (By Lottie Tiplady-Bishop, December 21, 2019; the- 
sun.co.uk: 'THEY HAVE NO CHOICE' China accused of ‘mass rape’ program forcing 
Uighur women to marry men chosen by the state to ‘promote ethnic unity’). 

Shohrat Zakir, Governor of Xinjiang, Northwest China, vehe- 
mently denies the allegations, calling them ‘pure fabrications’. 
He further claims that every camp ‘trainee’ has graduated. And 
with the help of the government steady employment has been at- 
tained and their standard of living has been improved. 

The Yanomami (Yanomamo) are an indigenous group of about 
40,000 people who live in the relatively isolated forests of the 
Orinoco river basin in Southern Venezuela and the rainforests of 
the Amazon basin in Northern Brazil; two-thirds live in the lat- 
ter. They include 4 distinct indigenous tribes, Ninam, Yanomam, 
Sanema, and Yanomamo. Each are inhabitants of a different land 
and speak a different language. In all, there are more than 200 
villages. The word ‘Yanomami’ means ‘human beings’. The first re- 
port of the Yanomami to the outside world was in 1759 when a 
Spanish expedition led by Apolinar Diez de la Fuente visited the 
Ye’kuana people living on the banks of the Padamo River. Chief 
Yoni told the Spanish of a war between his people and the Yanoma- 
mi natives. In his initial report Diez wrote: 

“By interlocution of an Uramanavi Indian, I asked Chief Yoni if he had naviga- 
ted by the Orinoco to its headwaters; he replied yes, and that he had gone to make war 
against the Guaharibo [Yanomami] Indians, who were not very brave ... and who will 
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not be friends with any kind of Indian. (Francisco Michelena y Rojas, Exploracion Ofi- 
cial, Nelly Arvelo-Jiminez and Horacio Biord Castillo, eds., 1989. Iquitos, Peru:ILAP- 
CETA; pp. 171-172). 

Regular contact with the outside world started in the 
1950s when Catholic missionaries came to the area intent on con- 
verting the natives to Christianity. Owing to their fear of pos- 
Ssibly being driven off their land and colonized, the Yanomami 
were hostile towards the missionaries, expelling them from their 
lands. The Yanomami want the governments of Brazil and Venezuela 
to help safeguard their culture by limiting contact with outsi- 
ders. 


Yanomami traditionally lived in small non-political villages 
called shabonos, including parents, their children, and extended 
families. Villages may contain 50 to 400 persons. They practice 
polygamous cross-cousin marriages, the eldest wife has primacy 
over the other wives. Yanomami rely heavily on the rainforest for 
their survival, they practice slash-and-burn agriculture to grow 
bananas, gather fruit, and hunt wildlife and fish. They are regu- 
larly on the move to prevent overuse of the land. Women farm, men 
hunt. 

Yanomami believe that the natural and spiritual worlds are 
interwoven. Their destiny, and that of the rest of humanity is 
connected to the fate of the environment. The destruction of the 
natural environment is likened to suicide. Rituals play an impor- 
tant role in Yanomami culture, celebrations occur following a 
good harvest. Yanomami perform endocannibalism, which involves 
cremating the bones of deceased relatives, then eating the ashes 
in banana soup. 

As one of the most isolated tribes in the world attempts to 
evade human civilization, the Yanomami are likely to lose their 
territories, culture, and their traditional lifestyle on account 
of diseases, habitat destruction, settlers, and government poli- 
cies. Malaria, smallpox, and tuberculosis which were introduced 
by outsiders wreaked havoc on the Yanomami people. There are nu- 
merous cases of injustice and massacres of Yanomami by non-Indian 
outsiders. In August 1993, a crumpled note that was written by a 
missionary nun living in a Yanomami village was placed in the FU- 
NAI office in Boa Vista, the capital of the Brazilian state of 
Roraima. 

“The Indians are all here... they don't want to go back {to their village} because 
the gold miners went to a maloca nearby and killed seven children, five women and 
two men and destroyed the maloca.” (survivalinternational.org: Yanomami Genocide: 
Goldminers Attack Yanomami Community, Leaving 16 Dead). 

It took a month for news of the atrocity to reach the out- 
side world. This particular incident actually began several 
months earlier. Miners had killed a number of Yanomami, the Yano- 
mami retaliated back by killing 2 miners. 
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The August 1993 attack was viewed as a ‘justifiable’ re- 
sponse to the killing of 2 miners. The miners wasted no time, as 
soon as they arrived at the village they started firing their 
weapons at a maloca. Most of the occupants were women and chil- 
dren; the maloca was then torched. A number of villagers were 
able to flee the carnage, hiding in the dense forest. An old, 
blind woman was unable to flee. The miners were ruthless, having 
no mercy on her. She was kicked to death. An infant lying in a 
hammock was killed by being chopped up with a machete. When all 
was done and the miners had left, some of the survivors sneaked 
back into the village, cremated the corpses, then took the ashes 
of their relatives with them to another village. Following long 
delays, this case was brought to court. The presiding judge found 
5 miners guilty of genocide. Although 20- year sentences were gi- 
ven, only 2 of the miners ended up in prison (almost certainly 
not to serve their full sentence), the other 3 miners disap- 
peared. 

A 1992 ‘A Brazil presidential decree’ recognized the Yanoma- 
mi as the rightful owners of a reserve the size of Portugal in 
Roraima and Amazonas State. Like other Indian tribes throughout 
Brazil, the Yanomami continue to face serious threats to their 
survival, whose lands are desired and craved for by mining compa- 
nies of all sizes, farmers, and settlers, each has powerful poli- 
tical backing. In the mid-1970s, with Brazil’s military regime 
anxious to develop the Amazon basin, a Northern segment of the 
trans-Amazonian highway extended into Yanomami territory with de- 
vastating consequences. Influenza, measles, and malaria took the 
lives of thousands of Yanomami. Although the highway was even- 
tually discarded, survivors of 13 obliterated communities joined 
together to build a village at Demini. 

Maturaca, however, was inundated with a gold rush in the 
1980s to early 1990s which brought in 35,000 hired gold-diggers 
to traditional Yanomami territory, introducing new diseases, re- 
sorting to extreme violence, and poisoning the rivers with mer- 
cury, a chemical element that was used to separate mud from gold. 
Clearly, the gold-diggers didn’t care about the environment or 
the victimized, defenceless Indians that lived in the affected 
areas. Thousands of Indians lost their lives. An estimated 20 
percent of the Yanomami population of Brazil died as a result of 
this gold rush. 

A new wave of gold-diggers has recently entered Yanomami 
territory. Indigenous leaders claim that the initial death count 
was 4 children. Miners are erecting settlements and building air- 
strips. Encouraged by hardline President Bolsanaro. Attacks on 
Indians occur regularly. A number of mining camps are only a few 
miles away from uncontacted Yanomami. According to Hutukara, a 
Yanomami association, there are up to 10,000 miners. Also repor- 
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ted are devastating effects on the fish and wildlife in the 
areas. The Yanomami are trying to convince the Brazilian govern- 
ment to evict the miners. In 2019, Brazilian Indians led the lar- 
gest ever international protest for indigenous rights, following 
President Bolsonaro’s declaration of war on them and their 
rights. Below is an excerpt from an open letter to the world 
written by Davi Kopenawa Yanomami (1956 circa - ), a Yanomami 
shaman and Portuguese-speaking spokesperson for the Yanomami In- 
dians in Brazil: 

“The government {of Brazil} is not respecting us. He {President Bolsonaro} thinks 
of us a animals. We have the right to protest. People from the outside please help us... If 
we don't do something , they won't be able to help. If we send them a letter, they will 
put pressure on our government, stir things up. I am thinking of many things. I am Ya- 
nomami. We Yanomami thought that the white man was good to us. Now I am seeing 
that is the last invasion of indigenous land--the rest has already been invaded. They 
came to take our land. They are taking it.” (Translated from Portuguese by Karen Beac- 
ham, printed in Cultural Survival; extracted from arte-amazonia.com: Message to the 
World). 

The Yazidi (Yezidis) are an endogamous people who live main- 
ly in Northern Irag, Nineveh Province, with smaller populations 
in Syria and Turkey; historically there were Yazidi minority po- 
pulations in Armenia and Iraq. There are nearly 1 million Yazidi 
living worldwide. The native language of the Yazidi is Kurmanji, 
most speak it. However, others, in particular, in the towns of 
Basheeq and Bahzan, Iraq, they speak Arabic and Aramaic as their 
mother tongue. Depending on their location may speak Kurdish or 
Turkish. 

The 20° Century, with all its turmoil, induced a major de- 

mographic change in the aforementioned areas; mass emigration. 
There are an estimated 500,000 Yazidi in Iraq. Be mindful that 
even Yazidi experts disagree as to their peoples’ population sta- 
tistics. The 2 largest communities are in Shekhan, Northeast of 
Mosul, and in Sinjar, on the Syrian border. The shrine of Sheikh 
Adi ibn Musafir at Lalish is in Shekhan, a small mountain valley 
village. During the 20% Century his followers struggled for dom- 
inance against the conservative Sinjar community. 
The Yazidi are predominately poor and oppressed, but they 
value their spiritual tradition which they believe is the oldest 
in the world. According to their beliefs, they were the first 
people to be created in the Garden of Eden. They also believe 
that the garden is located in a large area in Lalish, Iraq. The 
Yazidi religious calendar is 4,750 years older than the Gregorian 
calendar, nearly 1,000 years older than the Jewish calendar, and 
nearly 5,320 years older than the Islamic calendar. 

If you’re invited to a Yazidi home, it’s a good idea to 
bring along some goodies. Gifts are usually not opened when re- 
ceived. Greetings are done by a handshake, eye contact, and a 
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smile. Close friends of the same gender may embrace and give a 
kiss on each cheek, right side first. Men and women converse 
freely, women don’t cover their faces. Guests are treated well. 
Baptism occurs at birth, circumcision is performed but not re- 
quired. The deceased are washed, hands are crossed, and burial is 
done soon thereafter. The head must be pointed East and the face 
turned in the direction of the North star. Coffins are cone- 
shaped. Traditionally, every Yazidi goes through a spiritual ri- 
tual in which the person is bonded to a brother and sister of the 
same creed. Marriage is performed at a young age to a person 
within the Yazidi community. 

There have been many massacres and other atrocities perpe- 
trated against the Yazidi people. Recently, Daesh (ISIS, ISIL, 
Islamic State; I will refer to them as ISIS in this book for sim- 
plicity and not for a specific academic or political reason), an 
organization claiming to be Sunni Muslim, was established follow- 
ing the invasion of Iraq by the American Military. Earlier, it 
had been a branch of Al-Qaeda in Irag. Shockingly, ISIS is even 
more extreme than Al-Qaeda, splitting off from them in 2014. 

ISIS has committed many attacks against minorities and peo- 
ple they perceived as ‘unbelievers’, or in the case of the Yazidi 
‘devil worshippers’, or any ‘enemy’. In June, 2014, Abu-Bakr Al- 
Baghdadi proclaimed himself the ‘rightful Caliph’ of the Muslims, 
and along with it the so-called ‘Caliphate of the Islamic State’. 

At their peak, ISIS ruled over large areas of territory in 
Iraq and Syria, especially the former. ISIS fighters quickly ac- 
quired a reputation for being extremely savage regarding the 
treatment of their targetted victims. They slaughtered, tortured, 
raped, enslaved, forced into unwanted marriages, xpelled many 
thousands of people, and looted, as savages do. Their victims 
were Yazidi, Christian, Shiite, Assyrian, Hazara, Alawite, and 
also Sunni leaders, clerics, and anyone else who didn’t agree 
with the ISIS philosophy. 

When ISIS captured Mosul hundreds of thousands of Christians 
and others fled the city; they feared for their lives and well- 
being. The Christians had a 1,600 year history in Mosul. Accord- 
ing to the ISIS doctrine, the Christians were to convert, pay a 
protection tax, leave, or be killed. Many were killed. Less than 
2 months later, ISIS invaded the region of Sinjar where most of 
the Yezidis were living. Yezidi, believed by ISIS to be ‘devil 
worshippers’ (nicknaming them ‘worshippers of Satan’), were blunt- 
ly given 2 choices, convert or be killed. Another order given was 
to kill them whenever and wherever they were found. 

An estimated 200,000 Yazidi refugees fled to the Sinjar 
hilltop, where they were exposed to the scorching sun, with tem- 
peratures in the range of 120 Fahrenheit (48.88 Celsius). Worse 
yet, they had no food, water, or medicine. Many people, in parti- 
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cular infants, the ill, and elderly, died of dehydration, heat- 
stroke, and diseases. 

ISIS militants weren’t quite satisfied. So, they cordoned 
off the ridge from all corners, blocking all potential humanitar- 
ian aid to the hapless victims. According to some accounts, ISIS 
militants entered the ridge, killing men and snatching the women. 
An unknown number of female Yazidi rape victims were impregnated. 
Hiyam’s story, like many other Yazidi rape victims’ stories, is 
very heartbreaking and frustrating. Hiyam thought that she would 
never love her daughter. The rapist-father was an ISIS militant 
who purchased Hiyam as a slave following the conquering of Yazidi 
territory. 

When Hiyam discovered that she was pregnant, it filled her 
heart with panic and alarm. She told the physicians that she did 
not want the child. She tried to bring about a miscarriage by 
carrying the heaviest objects that she possibly could. Nights 
were filled with crying. A sudden, major shift in attitude occur- 
red when the midwife placed the baby in Hiyam’s arms. Hiyam’s 
beautiful, innocent, daughter’s face and yawning were a beautiful 
Sight, she had to protect her. 

“I {Hiyam} could feel it. She was a piece of my soul ... I loved her from that first 
moment.” (By Louisa Loveluck and Mustafa Salim, July 30, 2019). 

Like the thousands of other Yazidi rape victims who miracu- 
lously made it back to their community, a new set of problems lay 
ahead. In Yazidi culture, as in many other cultures around the 
world, rape victims may be blamed for their predicament. Worse 
yet, the child may not be welcome by family and/or the community. 
In April 2019, the Yazidi highest religious authority issued 
a formal decree that appeared to hint that children born to an 
Islamic State father would be welcomed into the community; many 
of the children were the product of rape or some kind of coercive 
sex. Unfortunately, the ruling didn’t go well with the community 
members. There was an immediate backlash, obliterating the idea 
altogether. 

Before Hiyam had to endure her painful return, others like 
her had to make that same choice, ‘keep my child and never return 
home’, or ‘give up my child and return home’. A minority of these 
victims had the courage to return home with their child. Hiyam 
decided to be among those courageous individuals. According to 
standard Yazidi religious doctrine a child is not considered Ya- 
zidi unless she or he has 2 Yazidi parents. 

“To make special examples in this case would be to whitewash the result of the 
Yazidi genocide ... We know that they’re just children and that they have no guilt. But 
in this case, religion and society just cannot accept them,” said Karim Sulaiman, a 
spokesman for the Yazidi Supreme Spiritual Council. (ibid). 

Hiyam was bought and sold 4 times against her will. Each and 
every one of her male owners treated her like a sex slave. Im- 
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pregnation occurred at the hands of her fourth owner. He was an 
Iraqi fighter whom Hiyam describes as an ‘animal’. Common com- 
plaints coming from rape victims of ISIS militants and other 
fighters include extremely brutality, awful stench, dirty and di- 
shevelled, and unattractive in appearance (rapists generally look 
ugly to their victims). 
The child’s biological father named her Rukayya; Hiyam knows 
her as Hiba. It means a gift from GOD in Arabic. Hyam’s freedom 
came in 2017. Her mother picked her up from Mosul, and then drove 
her back to the displaced persons camp. Word quickly spread about 
Hiyam’s child. Shockingly, some people in the camp suspected her 
of being an ISIS sympathizer. Her disabled brothers were publicly 
ridiculed. Her extended family told her that the clock is tick- 
ing. Thereafter, she stayed in her tent. Neighbours threatened to 
torch it. 

The dreaded day arrived on August 17, 2017; Hiyam awoke, 
bathed Hiba, held her firmly, and then gave her a kiss. She then 
left the tent clutching her daughter. She walked passed many 
tents until she reached the aid workers. Hiyam was bluntly warned 
that once the baby was handed over, it was all over; no contact, 
no follow-ups whatsoever. Following the handover, Hiyam was given 
a receipt. As Hiyam left the area she could hear Hiba’s sharp 
screams rip through the air. 

A number of Yazidi women who claim to have been abducted, 
raped, abused, and sold to international sex traffickers, as sex- 
slaves at the hands of ISIS want them to face justice, and hope- 
fully, they will. The women are working cooperatively to gather 
incriminating evidence. investigators with the Commission for In- 
ternational Justice and Accountability (CIJA), a non-profit, non- 
governmental organization is committed to conducting criminal in- 
vestigations during armed conflict and examining evidence of gen- 
ocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. CIJA is gathering 
evidence against ISIS for committing the aforementioned crimes. 

As of May 2020, the CIJA team indicated that they’ve identi- 
fied 49 ISIS figures and 170 slave trade managers. In addition, 
they’ve obtained 2 million phone call records which they believe 
will bolster their case against the Yazidi peoples’ perpetrators. 
Thousands of Yazidi and other targetted women ended up in this 
evil enterprise. They were treated like trinkets, some were han- 
ded out as gifts. Prices were as low as $50 for a woman and $35 
for a child; other slaves were sold for thousands of dollars. 

Laila Taloo says that she was forced to endure two and a 
half years as a sex slave for ISIS fighters and was owned by 8 
men. Her legal Yazidi husband, young son, and infant daughter 
were abducted by ISIS in 2014. She and her husband were forced to 
convert to Islam. Today, Laila is an activist, seeking justice 
for the victimized Yazidi women. 
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“They explained everything as permissible. They called it Islamic law ... They raped 
women, even young girls. It was like a fashion show. We would walk up and down a room fil- 


led with men who are checking us out.” (ibid). 
The Yukaghir (Yukagirs) are a pre-Tungusic (relating to a 


small family of Altaic languages of Siberia and Northern China) 
indigenous people of the Russian Far East, Siberia, living in the 
basin of the Kolyma River. They’ve lived in this region since the 


Neolothic Age (Stone Age). In the past, the Yukaghir included 13 
tribes. Only 3 remain including the Odul, Vadul, and the Chuvan. 
Traditionally, the head of each clan gave the final word in 
all issues of life. Hunting and war commanders were called ‘migh- 
ty men’. Women and teenagers’ opinions were on par with those of 
adults. Elder women had domain over the internal life in the com- 
munity. Their rulings on these matters were absolute. Yukaghir 
follow the Eastern Orthodox religion, but shamanism and ancestor 
worship is still evident. Traditionally, when a shaman passed 
away, his body was butchered into pieces, the flesh dried, handed 
out like good-luck charms, and the head was placed on a wooden 
body, finely dressed, and placed inside a house like an idol. 

Yukaghir were nomadic, semi-nomadic hunters. Game included 
deer, wild sheep, and sable (a short-tailed marten with a choco- 
late coloured fur, native to Japan and Siberia, and highly sought 
after), moose, and fish. Reindeer are mainly used for transporta- 
tion, horses are considered ‘domestic reindeer’. 

The Yukaghir are facing the dying out of traditional econom- 
ic activities, and treacherous environmental conditions in their 
lands and waters. Making matters worse is the dereliction of lo- 
cal, regional, and federal laws and executive processes protect- 
ing indigenous peoples in Russia. Prices for foodstuffs are sev- 
eral times as high as those of Moscow; for the most part Yukaghir 
have little to no money. They have plenty of meat and fish. Today 
only a few dozen elderly men speak the traditional language. At- 
tempts are currently being made to save the language, it will be 
very difficult to do so. Contemporary Yukaghirs use GPS to help 
them travel long distances through the tundra. The traditional 
ways of using the sun and stars have all but faded away. 

Sadly, many indigenous peoples throughout the world are un- 
der assault from outsiders who are more powerful, ruthless, gree- 
dy, and organized. The illegal and forceful acquisition of indi- 
genous peoples’ lands, power, natural resources, and cheap labour 
have wreaked havoc on indigenous peoples. It is our duty to make 
this world a much better, safer, and just place for all, irre- 
spective of religion, gender, culture, race, ethnicity, socio- 
economic status, place of residence, level of education, nation- 
ality, mother tongue, mental or physical capacity, and level of 
modernization. There is no such thing as a ‘Superior’ or an ‘in- 
ferior’ race, gender, or human group. We are all Homo Sapiens. 
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“O mankind, We {GOD; ‘We’ in this context entails a Majestic Plural in the Arabic 
language} have created you from a male and a female, and have made you into nations and 
tribes for you to know one another. Truly, the noblest of you with GOD is the most 
pious. Truly, GOD is All-Knowing, All-Aware. ” Noble Quran; 49:13). 
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https://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/world.htm World Map/World Atlas/Atlas of the 
World Including Geography 
https://indigenousworks.ca/en/resources/indigenous-organizations Indigenous Or- 
ganizations: Indigenous Works 
https://listotop.com/top-10-most-endangered-tribes-in-the-world/ Top 10 Most En- 
dangered Tribes in the World: Listotop 
www.wonderslist.com/10-tribes-who-are-about-to-go-extinct 10 Tribes Who Are 
About To Go Extinct: Wonderlist 


https://www.wanderlust.co.uk/content/7-of-the-worlds-most-endangered-tribes/ 7 of 
the World's Most Endangered Tribes 


https://thinkingnomads.com/2014/01/six-endangered-indigenous-populations/ Six 
Endangered Indigenous Populations: Losing One Culture is a Loss for All Human- 


ity 
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www.survivalinternational.org/tribes/great-andamanese Great Andamanese: Sur- 
vival International 
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www.survivalinternational.org/tribes/batak Batak: Survival International 


BEDOUIN: 
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http://english.pnn.ps/2019/01/28/israeli-plan-to-expel-36000-bedouins-from-their-vil- 
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https://answersafrica.com/maasai-people-tribe-and-culture.html Maasai People, 
Tribe, Culture, Women, Language, Religion: Answers Africa 
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of European Colonization, Keri Hulme's "Bone People" 


MBUTI: 


www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mbuti people Mbuti People: Wikipedia 
www.worldatlas.com/articles/who-are-the-mbuti-people.html Who are the Mbuti 
People? Atlas.com 


www.peacefulsocieties.uncg.edu/societies/mbuti Mbuti: Peaceful Societies 


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2003/an/09/congo.jamesastill The Congo Re- 
bels Are Eating Pygmies, UN Says: World News: The Guardian 


www.bartleby.com/essay/The-African-Pygmy-Genocide-FKDKC84JDB6S The Afri- 
can Pygmy Genocide: 527 Words: Bartleby 


MURSI: 


www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mursi people Mursi People: Wikipedia 


http://vanishingworldphotography.com/mursi-tribe.html The Mursi Tribe: Omo 
Valley 


https://www.worldatlas.com/articlesw/the-mursi-people-ethiopia.html The Mursi 
People, Ethiopia: WorldAtlas.com 


www.atlasofhumanity.com/mursi Ethiopia, Mursi Tribe: atlasofhumanity.com 
https://www.survivalinternational.org/tribes/omovalley The Omo Valley Tribes 


NENET: 
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www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nenets people Nenets People: Wikipedia 
www.theculturetrip.com/.../an-introduction-to-the-nenet-people An Introduction 
to the Nenet People 


www.thesiberiantundra.weebly.com/nenets-people.html Nenets People: Siberian 
Tundra 


NUBIAN: 
https://www.savenubia.org Save Nubia Project: Preserving Historical Sites in Su- 
dan 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nubians Nubians: Wikipedia 
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/who-are-the-nubians.html#:~:text=%20Who0%2 


OAre%20The%20Nubians%3F%20%201%20History..Many%20Nu- 
bians%20were%20Christians%20in%20the...%20More%20 Who are the Nubians? 


WorldAtlas 

www.nubianplanet.com/nubian-people-nubian-people Nubian People: Who are the 
Nubian People? 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/apr/21/egypt-nubians-dam Hope 
for the Egyptian Nubians Damned by the Dam 
https://www.uttryckmagazine.com/the-nubian-people-of-the-nile The Nubian Peo- 
ple of the Nile: Uttryck Magazine 

https://minorityrights.org/minorities/nubians Nubians: Minority Rights Group 
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/statement-report/egypt-nubian-human- 
rights-defenders-trial-peacefully-protesting Egypt: Nubian Human Rights Defen- 
ders on Trial for Peacefully Protesting: Front Line Defenders 


https://raseef22.net/article/1074777-nubia-and-the-nubians-the-untold-story Nubia 
and the Nubians: The Untold Story - 22 


NUKAK: 


www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nukak people Nukak People: Wikipedia 
https://www.survivalinternational.org/tribes/nukak Nukak: Survival International 


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/feb/05/colombia-nukak-maku-tribe-extinc- 
tion Colombia's Nukak Maku Tribe Faces Extinction 


OGIEK (OKIEK): 


www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Okiek people Okiek People: Wikipedia 
www.ogiek.org THE OGIEK PEOPLE 


https://www.ogiekpeoples.org/ Home {www.ogiekpeoples.org} 


ORANG RIMBA (ORANG BATIN SEMBILAN);: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orang Rimba people Orang Rimba People: Wikipe- 
dia 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41981430 The Orang Rimba Tribe Who Live 
in the Sumatran Rainforest 


https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/jun/07/indonesia-forest- 
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fires-threaten-sumatras-few-remaining-orang-rimba?CMP=share btn gp Indone- 
sia's Forest Fires Threaten Sumatra's Few Remaining Orang Rimba 
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12396 Orang Rimba Attacked After 
Struggling to Find Food During Pandemic: Survival International 


PIRAHA: 

www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piraha people Piraha People: Wikipedia 
https://pib.socioambiental.org/en/Povo:Piraha __Piraha: Indigenous Peoples in Bra- 
zil 
http://www.documentarytube.com/articles/how-the-piraha-people-became-the-happi- 
est-tribe-in-the-world How the Piraha People Became the Happiest Tribe in the 
World 


RABARI: 
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabar Rabari: Wikipedia 
www.atlasofhumanity.com/rabari India, Rabari Tribe: Atlas of Humanity 


https://kashgar.com.au/blogs/tribal-culture/rabari-people-of-northwest-india Ra- 
bari People of Northwest India: Kashgar 


ROHINGYA: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rohingya people Rohingya People: Wikipedia 
https://thearouk.org/rohingya-culture Rohingya Culture: AROUK 
https://www.mei.edu/publications/mass-rape-rohingya-muslim-women-all-out-war- 
against-all-women The Mass Rape of Rohingya Muslim Women: An All-Out War 
Against All Women: Middle East Institute 
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/21-rohingya-women-detail-systemic-brutal- 
rapes-myanmar-armed-forces-n828811 21 Rohingya Women Detail Systemic, Bru- 
tal Rapes by Myanmar Armed Forces: NBC News 
https://www.aljazeera.com/video/news/2019/10/male-rohingya-rape-victims-too- 
ashamed-191028104449064.html Male Rohingya Rape Victims "Too Ashamed to 
Come Forward' 
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/a-nightmare-scenario-fears-for-rohingya-refugees-as- 
first-coronavirus-case-found-in-camps 'A Nightmare Scenario': Fears for Rohingya 
Refugees as First Coronavirus Case Found in Camps: SBS News 
www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-51229796 Myanmar Rohingya: Government re- 
jects ICJ ruling - BBC News 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/rohingya-muslims-ethnic-cleansing- 


burma-myanmar-aung-san-suu-kyi-a7438441.html Rohingya Muslims Being 'Eth- 
nically Cleansed', say UN Official: The Independent 


www.rohingya.org ARNO: Arakan Rohingya National Organization 
https://www_.rohingya.ca/ Canadian Rohingya Development Initiative: Exposing 
the Rohingya Genocide 


ROMANIT (ROMA, ROMANY, ROMS, SINTI; THE DESIGNATION 'GYPSY'IS A 
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DEROGATORY AND INSULTING TERM): 
http://2august.eu/the-roma-genocide/2-august-roma-genocide-remembrance-day 2 
August: Roma Genocide Remembrance Day: Roma Genocide Remembrance Initia- 
tive 

Porrajmos: The Romani and the Holocaust with Ian Hancock - Holocaust Living 
History (YouTube.com) 

Genocide of Roma OSU School of History, Philosophy, and Religion (YouTube.com) 
https://www.change.org/p/the-european-commission-and-its-president-ms-ursula- 


von-der-leyen-protect-romani-people-from-a-severe-corona-catastrophe Petition 
Save Roma from Corona: Protect Romani Communities from a Catastrophe: 


Change.org 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romani people Romani People: Wikipedia 
https://ca.search.yahoo.com/search: ylt=AwrE18t17SFf. QAOCXr- 

FAx.; ylc=XIMDMjExNDcyMTAwMwRfcgMyBG- 
ZyA3lmcC10BGdwemlkA0swM21mZDNIUWITSjhrZDFoWTFa- 
CUEED19yc2x0AzAEb19zdWdnAzEEb3JpZ2luA2NhLnNlYXJjaC55Y Whv- 
bydjb20EKcG9zAzAEcHFzdHIDBHBxc3RybAMwBHFzdHJsAzUyBHF1ZXJ5A1RoZ- 
SUyMFJvbWFuaSUyMFBIb3BsZSUzQSUy- 
MENI1bHRicmVzJTIwb2YIMjBOaGUIMjBXb3JsZCUzQSUyMFdvemxkQXRsYX- 
MEdF9zdG1wAzE1LOTYwNTkzNTA-?=Thet+tRomani+People%3A+Cul- 


turest+of+the+World%3A+WorldAtlas&fr2=sb-top&fr=yfp-t&fp=1 The Romani Peo- 
ple: Cultures of the World: WorldAtlas 


https://remember.org/witness/wit-vic-gyp Holocaust of the Romani (Gypsies) His- 
tory: The Holocaust History: A People's and Survivor History 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/roma-gypsies-in-auschwitz Roma in Ausch- 
witz: Jewish Virtual Library 
https://theconversation.com/nazis-murdered-a-quarter-of-europes-roma-but-history- 
still-overlooks-this-genocide-128706 Nazis Murder a Quarter of Europe's Roma, 
but History Still Overlooks this Genocide: The Conversation 
https://www.holocaust.cz/en/history/concentration-camps-and-ghettos/the-gypsy- 
camp-at-auschwitz-ii---birkenau The Gypsy Camp at Auschitz II: Birkinau: Holo- 
caust 

https://allthatsinteresting.com/porajmos-roma-holocaust Porajmos: The Forgotten 
Gypsy Holocaust the World Ignored: All That's Interesting 
https://www.worldjewishcongress.org/en/news/in-memory-of-the-500000-sinti-and- 


roma-killed-in-the-holocaust-world-jewish-congress-commemorates-european-holo- 
caust-remembrance-day-7-5-2020 WJC Remembers 500,000 Murdered Sinti and 


Roma on European Holocaust Remembrance Day: World Jewish Congress 
https://www.connectinhealth.org/post/the-forced-sterilization-of-romani-women-a- 
genocide-under-cover The Forced Sterilization of Romani Women: A Genocide Un- 
der Cover 
http://www.romea.cz/en/news/world/illegally-sterilized-romani-women-from-slova- 
kia-and-the-czech-republic-launch-online-petition-as-part-of-their-fight-for Illegally 
Sterilized Romani Women from Slovakia and the Czech Republic Launch Online Pe- 
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tition as Part of their Fight for Justice: Romea.cz 


SAMARITANS: 

Dying Out: The Last of the Samaritan Tribe: Full Documentary (Youtube.com) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaritans#Figures Samaritans: Wikipedia 
https://www.bible-history.com/samaritans/samaritansmodern samari- 

tans.htm Modern Samaritans (Bible History Online) 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/the-good-but-endangered- 
samaritans-1698769.html The Good (But Endangered) Samaritans 
https://sojo.net/articles/neither-muslim-nor-jew-samaritans-middle- 
east#:~:text=Once%20numbering%20more%20than%201%20million%20peo- 
ple%2C%20the,of %20the%20smallest%20reli- 
gious%20groups%20in%20the%20world. Neither Muslim nor Jew: Samaritans in 
the Middle East 


https://www.aljazeera.com/archive/2004/04/200849131546920924.html A Faith on 
the Verge of Extinction: Al Jazeera 


SAN: 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San people San People: Wikipedia 
http://traditionscustoms.com/people/san-people San People: TraditionsCus- 
toms.com 
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/aug/28/exiles-human-cost- 


of-conservation-indigenous-peoples-eco-tourism The Tribes Paying the Brutal 
Price of Conservation: Global Development: The Guardian 


SA’OCH: 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sa%27och language Sa'och Language: Wikipedia 


https://asia.nikkei.com/Life-Arts/Life/Linguist-races-to-document-Cambodia-s-dy- 
ing-S-aoch-language Linguist Races to Document Cambodia's Dying Sa'och Lan- 


guage 
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/ceambodias-minority-languages-face- 
bleak-future 

Cambodia's Minority Languages Face Bleak Future: Voice of America: English 


TAKUU ATOLL: 
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Takuu Atoll Takuu Atoll: Wikipedia 
h k ll k-from-cli 


72116 ae Culture of Takuu Atoll at Risk from Climate Change, Nmeatiou 
ABC News 
https:/islandculturearchivalsupport.wordpress.com/2016/10/05/unique-culture-of- 
takuu-atoll-at-risk/ Unique Culture of Takuu Atoll At Risk: Island Time 
www.thereoncewasanisland.com/about/the-atoll There Once Was an Island: Te 
Henua e Noho: The Atoll 
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UYGHUR: 


www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uyghurs Uyghurs: Wikipedia 
www.worldatlas.com/articles/who-are-the-uyghur-people.html Who are the Uyghur 
People: WorldAtlas 


https://www.codastory.com/authoritarian-tech/china-oppression-uyghurs-his- 
tory China's Oppression of Xinjiang's Uyghurs: A Visual History: Coda ry 
:// be. 1- h 


uppress- ss pulationl 12404912 China Imposes Horcod Abertion: Sienlicagen on aUy: 
oie Investigation Shows 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-50511063 Data leak reveals how Chi- 
na 'brainwashes' Uighurs in prison camps 
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/10602569/china-accused-mass-rape-muslims-ethnic- 
unity China Accused of 'Mass Rape' Program Forcing Uighur Women to Marry 
Men Chosen by the State to 'Promote Ethnic Unity': The Sun 
https://uhrp.org Uyghur Human Rights Project (UHRP) 
https://uyghuraa.org Uyghur American Association 


https://www.uyghurcongress.org/en World Uyghur Congress 


YANOMAMI (YANOMAMO): 
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yanomami Yanomami: Wikipedia 


https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/who-are-the-yanomami.html Who are the Ya- 
nomami? WorldAtlas 


https://www.survivalinternational.org/material/29 Yanomami Genocide: Survival 
International 


https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/world/yanomami/ The Yanomami: 
An Isolated Yet Imperiled Amazon Tribe - Washington Post 


https://dissidentvoice.org/2019/07/thousands-of-goldminers-invade-yanomami-terri- 
tory/ Thousands of Goldminers Invade Yanomami Territory: Dissident Voice 


https://www.arte-amazonia.com/people/yanomami/message-to-the-world Message 
to the World 


https://www.minersoutcovidout.org Miners Out 


YAZIDI: 


www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yazidis Yazidis: Wikipedia 
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genocide of Yazidis by ISIL Genocide of the Yazidis 
by ISIL: Wikipedia 

http://www.yezidisinternationalorg Yezidis International: Yezidis 
www.indianexpress.com/.../columns/the-massacre-of-the-yazidis The Massacre of 
the Yazidis: The Indian Express 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/yazidi-women-raped-as-isis- 
slaves-face-brutal-homecoming-choice-give-up-their-child-or-stay- 
away/2019/07/30/f753c1be-a490-11e9-b7b4-95e30869bd15 story.html Yazidi Wo- 
men Raped as ISIS Slaves Face Brutal Homecoming Choice 


https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/11680875/yazidi-sex-slaves-reveal-harrowing-de- 
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tails-of-being-abducted/ Yazidi Sex Slaves Raped by Dozens of ISIS Fighters Re- 
veal Five Years of Hell to Charge Abusers With War Crimes: The Sun 


YUKAGHIR: 
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yukaghir people Yukaghir People: Wikipedia 
https://www.rbth.com/society/2014/01/17/the yukaghirs a nomadic siber- 


ian tribe on the bring of extinction 33149.html The Yukaghirs: A Nomadic Si- 
berian Tribe on the Brink of Extinction: Russia Beyond 


98 


